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The Line (509d ff.) 
 
Plato distinguishes four psychic states and labels them (in the Reeve translation) 
‘understanding’, ‘thought’, ‘belief’, and ‘imagination’ (511d-e). What are the objects of 
each of these psychic states? For example, when the soul thinks, or has a thought, what in 
Plato’s view is this thought about? To put it another way, what is the ontological correlate 
of each of these four epistemic states?   
 
 
1. Understanding ? 
 
 
2. Thought ? 
 
 
3. Belief ? 
 
 
4. Imagination ? 
 


