
The superiority of the philosophic life 

In Book IX Plato offers three ‘proofs’ that the just person leads a happier and more 

pleasant life than the unjust person.  The second (which tacitly assumes that the 

philosophic life is the perfectly just life) is at 580c-583a.  Try to reduce it to a formal 

argument, that is to say, to a sequence of premises followed by a conclusion.  

 


