
The Virtues in a City 

Study Plato’s definitions of the four cardinal virtues in a city in Rep. IV, then complete 
the following sentences so that they express these definitions: 

1. A city is wise if, and only if,  

2. A city is courageous if, and only if,  

3. A city is temperate if, and only if,  

4. A city is just if, and only if,  

Each definition should mention the relevant part or parts of the city (rulers, warriors, 
workers).  You will want to stick closely to the text; but, as you will discover, you won’t 
be able to do the exercise simply by quoting the text.  Some rephrasing will be necessary.  

 

 


