ANTH 101: Exploring Sociocultural Anthropology
Paper Project #2: The Word
notes plus 2-3 pages explanation, due to section leader by 5pm Friday April 27
For this paper project you are asked to provide an “insider’s explanation” of a word that either is only used, or is used in a special way, within some specific social group to which you belong. First you will take fieldnotes that record your observations of how the word you have chosen is used in social life. You will then write a 2-3 page paper explaining the meaning and social significance of the word. The purpose of this paper is provide you an opportunity to 1) learn and practice skills of taking fieldnotes, 2) from your fieldnotes, develop a description and explanation of an insider term. The broader purpose is to learn how, as an ethnographer, to pay attention to and reflect on the role of language in social life.
· Identify a word or phrase that either is only used, or is used in a special way, within some specific social group to which you belong (the people you work with at your job; an ethnic, religious, sexual or other subculture to which you belong; a sorority or fraternity; a sports team or club organized around a particular hobby, etc.) As an example of such a word, consider the medical students’ use of the term “crock,” as discussed by Howard Becker.
· You will need to propose to your TA this week what you intend to write about, and why you think it is a good choice to focus on in your paper. Consult with your TA for details. 
· From today until your paper is due, take fieldnotes that record your observations of how the word you have chosen is used in social life.  Take your notes in double-entry format (as explained in the first paper topic).  In this case, the observations that you will be recording (on the left) will be conversations, events or texts in which your chosen word is defined or used. Record your notes on-the-spot if possible, or as soon as you can after the observed events occur. For each entry, be sure to specify date, time and place. It is these observations you will be responding to and reflecting on (on the right).
· In your observations, include “naturalistic” descriptions of how people use the word in ordinary conversations and interactions. Also include what people tell you if/when you ask them to define the word and how it’s used. In your responses, be sure to specify your own relationship to the people you are talking to, especially as concerns whether and how your status as an “insider” shapes what you know, what you are able to observe, what people say to you.
· Some specific things to pay attention to, as different kinds of “data”:
· Gestures or body language that may accompany use of the word

· Specific contexts or situations in which the word is (and is not) used

· Which categories of people use the word (and which do not), and how “outsiders” respond to “insider” uses of this word
· How people who use the word explain or define it
· When & how people (including you!) first learn the word 

· When & how people are chastised for using it (who chastised by whom)
· How is the word used in public performances (storytelling, songs, etc) or “texts” (understood very broadly to include not only signs, writings, brochures, websites, but also t-shirts, banners, tattoos, graffiti, etc)

· Write a short paper that provides an “insider’s explanation” of the word or phrase you have chosen. Your explanation should be 2-3 pages long (pages double-spaced pages, 12 point font, 1 inch margins). Clearly you cannot include everything, and will have to make judgments about what to include and why – in this sense, your “insider’s explanation” will also be an interpretation. Describe what the word means; how and by whom it is used; how its use is important to social life inside the group; and how it may play a role in creating or maintaining distinctions between insiders and outsiders. Use examples from your notes to illustrate and support what you say (and provide enough context for each example that it can be understood by your reader, who was not there with you at the time). 
Factors Considered in Evaluating Your Paper:

· Did you select an appropriate word or phrase, chosen thoughtfully and in a timely manner, in consultation with your TA?

· Did you take notes of sufficient quantity and detail on which to base your written account?

· Did you take notes in the double-entry format, with your observations on the left, and your responses on the right (as per guidelines included with Paper Topic #1)?
· Do your observations include a variety of different kinds of “data”?

· Do your responses relate closely to your observations, and do they exhibit reflexivity about how your own identity and position shape what you know?

· Does your “insider’s explanation” synthesize your observations, and does it include details and examples from your notes?

· Is your account written in a polished manner? (Pay attention to grammar, spelling, punctuation, and word choice. Seek the assistance of the Writing Center staff as needed).

· Is your “insider’s explanation” insightful, compelling, and interesting to read?

