ANTH 101: Exploring Sociocultural Anthropology
Paper Project #1: Double-Entry Observation
notes plus 1-2 page description, due to section leader by 5pm Friday April 13

“We only see what we look at.  To look is an act of choice.”   — John Berger
To do ethnographic research, we must teach ourselves to see in new ways – we must learn to look. The purpose of this paper is to provide you an opportunity to 1) learn and practice skills of careful observation and note-taking, and 2) from your observations, develop anthropological questions. The broader purpose is to learn how, as an ethnographer, to notice and become curious about some aspect of social life that you might take for granted had you not taken the effort to observe and describe it carefully in this manner.
· Choose a public place to observe for a period of at least one hour. Be sure to choose a place and a time when there are likely to be some people around and some activity to observe. 
· Record the date, time and place of your observations, and include a brief note about why you chose this particular place and time. Take careful note of what you observe, and of your responses and thoughts about what you observe, using a double-entry note-taking format. (See reverse for guidelines, which will also be discussed in class). Exact length of the notes will vary according to many factors, including your handwriting style, but you should expect to produce at least several pages of notes.
· Write a short descriptive account of social life as you observed it taking place in your chosen location at your chosen time. Your descriptive account should be 1-2 pages long (pages double-spaced pages, 12 point font, 1 inch margins). Clearly you cannot include everything, and will have to make judgments about what is significant and why – in this sense, your description will also be an interpretation. Describe any patterns you may have detected, in how people move, cluster, talk, gesture, interact, etc. Use examples from your notes to illustrate and support what you say (and provide enough context for each example that it can be understood by your reader, who was not there with you at the time). Conclude by posing a question about what you observed, of the kind appropriate to ethnographic research: “Why…..?,” or “How….?,” or “What does it mean that….?”
Factors Considered in Evaluating Your Paper:

· Did you select an appropriate time and place to observe social interactions, and did you take notes of sufficient quantity and detail on which to base a descriptive account?

· Did you take notes in the double-entry format, with your observations on the left, and your responses on the right (see guidelines on reverse)?
· Does your descriptive account synthesize your observations, and does it include details and examples from your notes?

· Does your descriptive account conclude with a question that is relevant to what you observed, and posed in a form appropriate to ethnographic research?

· Is your descriptive account written in a polished manner? 

(Pay attention to grammar, spelling, punctuation, and word choice. Seek the assistance of the Writing Center staff as needed).

· Is your descriptive account insightful, compelling, and interesting to read?

How to Take Notes in Double-Entry Format

This mode of taking notes has several purposes. First, it helps you separate out your verifiable, tangible observations (things you could point out to someone else who was also there) from your own thoughts, opinions, feelings and speculations about what you see and hear (which may affect what you notice and how you make sense of it).  Second, double-entry note-taking helps you “brainstorm” and generate ideas and interpretations from the very start of your “data-collection,” some of which you may later discard but others of which may turn out to be worth pursuing. Third, this method of taking notes can help you become more aware of how your research and interpretations are being shaped by the attitudes, interests, assumptions and identities. 
Divide each page vertically. The left side is for “recording” and the right side is for “responding.” List the date, time and place at the top of the first page, and number your note pages consecutively.
Record: Use the left side of the page to record your observations, listing the specific details of what you see and hear. These might include: 
· specific facts, numbers, details 
(“eight women in the waiting room,” “last appointment checks in at 4pm,” “sign says, ‘Professional Makeup Artist’”)
· sensory impressions: sights, sounds, textures, smells, tastes 
(“smells of disinfectant and of the lillies on the receptionist’s desk,” “muzak version of ‘We Will Rock You’ playing in the background,” “fluorescent lights making a high-pitched buzzing sound”)
· specific words, phrases, summaries of conversations, insider language 
(“doctor asks, ‘Did you get a BPD on the suspected IUGR in room 3?”)
Respond: Use the right side of the page to record your own responses, reflections, speculations, thoughts, opinions and questions. Keep track of what surprises you, what intrigues you, and what disturbs you. Responses might include:

· Personal attitudes and opinions pertaining to what you observe, that could affect your interpretation 
(“That kind of music is so awful, seems like stuff only old people could enjoy, why do they always play it in malls?”)
· Questions about people or behaviors, or tentative interpretations 
(“I wonder why they keep the lights so dim in the exam rooms, do they think it will help patients relax?”)

· Personal responses to the act of recording fieldnotes, and how others watch you as  you watch them 
