ANTH 101: Exploring Sociocultural Anthropology

Final Exam Study Questions

(Review in section, Week 10)
The final examination for this class will be held on Monday, June 4th, 10:30-12:20 in Smith 120. The exam will include questions from each of the following categories.

1) Terminology: Sociocultural anthropology offers a number of distinctive conceptual tools for understanding social life. You need to understand the following terms, all of which are defined in the course readings. On the exam, you will be presented with some definitions that closely match language taken from the course readings, and you will need to write in the correct terms that match the given definitions. Not all of these terms will appear on the exam.

Terms from Lavenda & Schultz:

ethnography

culture


fieldwork

reflexive

cultural relativism
indigenization

symbol


ethnocentrism

language

speech community
regional dialects
social dialects

registers

syntagmatic

paradigmatic

discourse

language ideology
agency


emotion

subjectivity

structural violence
rite of passage

worldview

religion
syncretism

status


role


social structure

institutions

mechanical solidarity
organic solidarity
class


caste


gender


sex


berdache

state


power


coercive power



persuasive power
political economy
nationalism

hegemony

imagined community
domination

capitalism

labor


means of production 
original affluent society       conspicuous consumption
descent


adoption

new reproductive technologies


bilateral kindred
lineage


generation

affinity


parallel cousins

cross cousins 

marriage

endogamy

exogamy

neolocal

matrilocal

patrilocal

bridewealth

dowry


bride service

monogamy

polygamy

family


colonialism

neocolonialism

internal colonialism
cultural imperialism
human rights

cultural rights

identity politics

multiculturalism
neoliberalism

diaspora

globalization

genocide

cosmopolitanism

biological determinism
positivism

postmodernism

standpoint

Terms from articles in the course reader:

thick description
positioned subject
eugenics

languaculture

technostrategic language    food shortage
food poverty

malnutrition

embodied self

organ transfer
         tyranny of the gift

essentializing

stratified reproduction
symbolic violence
kastom

        culture of poverty
racialization

racism without race
neoracism

queering


2) Ethnographic Examples: Writings in sociocultural anthropology often include stories and examples drawn from the author’s ethnographic research in a particular community, as the “data” that illustrate and support the author’s claims. Knowing how to identify the connection between ethnographic examples and general claims is a key skill of critical reading in sociocultural anthropology. You need to be able to say what general point a particular ethnographic example is meant to illustrate. On the exam, you will be presented with examples taken from the course readings and included in the list below. For each one you will need to write ONE SENTENCE  that identifies what general claim the author draws from it. Not all of these examples will appear on the exam. NB: Page numbers below refer to where the example is described – needless to say, you will need to read the rest of the article as well, to understand what claims the author makes.

Michelle Rosaldo and Renato Rosaldo play the tape of a headhunting celebration from five years earlier, and a tense conversation ensues (Rosaldo, “Grief and a Headhunter’s Rage,” pp.5-6) 

In impoverished rural Haiti, Acephie dies of AIDS, and ChouChou dies by political violence (Farmer, “On Suffering and Structural Violence,” pp. 31-39)

The author, Michael Agar offers to buy a female colleague a drink, and a misunderstanding ensues (Agar, “Culture Blends,” second page)

During the Kurt Waldheim scandal in 1986 the author, Michael Agar, is in Austria and learns something that his friend’s family had kept secret for many years (Agar, “The Circle and the Field,” ninth through eleventh pages)

Organ recipients find tree-planting memorials to organ donors very moving, while families of donor kin find them distasteful and create alternative forms of memorials such as the Patches of Love Quilt. (Sharp, “The Good Death,” pp. 31-38.)

Among the Etoro people of Papua New Guinea, every adolescent boy must serve regularly as the “passive” partner in oral sex with his maternal uncle throughout his teen years (Gottlieb, “Interpreting Gender and Sexuality,” pp. 176-177).

A West Indian nanny working for a wealthy New York family cannot teach the boy she cares for not to drink from a juice pitcher at the refrigerator, because he sees his own father do this all the time. (Colen, “Like a Mother to Them,” p. 388)

The author, Michael Gilsenan, goes to north Lebanon in the early 1970s, to study a world in which physical violence is the key principle of social and economic hierarchy, but over time gains a different understanding of the role played in that society by talk about violence (Gilsenan, “On Conflict and Violence”)

In Pentecost island, part of Vanuatu in the southwest Pacific, the annual ceremony of gol or “land-diving” that islanders stubbornly refused to abandon despite decades of pressure from missionaries, has recently become a focus of cultural tourism in this newly independent country. (MacClancy, “Paradise Postponed,” 422-424).

The father of the author, Yunxiang Yan, is called upon to participate in funeral rites for a deceased cousin during the Cultural Revolution, despite being a political outcast. (Yan, “Practicing Kinship in Rural North China,” first and second pages)

Clarice and other young black girls in Newhallville braid the hair of their white Barbie dolls in the same hairstyles that they themselves wear (Chin, “Ethnically Correct Dolls,” pp. 260-262).

Women in the Marshall Islands recount personal health histories that include multiple anomalous births and other reproductive problems (Barker, “Fighting Back,” pp. 300-301).

Anthropologist Stefan Helmreich finds that scientists involved in artificial life describe its origins in terms strongly reminiscent of Biblical narratives of creation (Franklin, “Anthropology of Science,” p. 352).

3) Main Arguments: A crucial skill in sociocultural anthropology is the ability to read an article and discern the author’s main argument (as well as evaluate the evidence presented in support of the argument, and identify who/what the author may be arguing against). You need to be able to succinctly summarize the main argument in each article we have read. On the exam, you will be presented with the author and title, and asked to write ONE SENTENCE that describes the main argument. The articles whose main arguments you will be asked to summarize will be selected from among those listed below. NB: We will only read ONE sentence (the first one), so make it count.

Rosaldo, “Grief and a Headhunter’s Rage”

Farmer, “On Suffering and Structural Violence”

Agar, “The Circle and the Field”

Messer and Shipton, “Hunger in Africa”

Sharp, “The Good Death”

Gottlieb, “Interpreting Gender and Sexuality”

Colen, “Like a Mother to Them”

Gilsenan, “On Conflict and Violence”

Rhodes, “Psychopathy and the Face of Control”
Yan, “Practicing Kinship”
Harrison, “Unraveling ‘Race’”

Chin, “Ethnically Correct Dolls”

Barker, “Fighting Back”

4) Short Essay Question: The exam will include ONE open-ended question that asks you to reflect upon and synthesize ideas from the entire course in ONE PARAGRAPH.  To review for this question, consider similarities and differences in how the various scholars whose writings we have read “framed” their ethnographies and conducted their research. Consider questions such as: What topic did they study? Why did they choose this topic? Where did they locate themselves for the research? How did they go about doing ethnographic research and gathering data? Of all these authors, whose project do you find most interesting or inspiring, and why?
