
Improving  
Your 
Photographs 



art166: project 1

Photo clearly communicates the assigned  
theme — transformation or absence (3)

Photo is a dynamic, asymmetric composition
with significant formal contrasts (3)

Composition has a clear focal point (1)

Photo is visually and/or conceptually unique (2) 

Print is of the highest quality, and  
has been trimmed/mounted correctly  
and with good craft (1)
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Clearly Communicates
CONTRADICTION

green = yes
red = no
yellow = maybe





























Clearly Communicates
MOVEMENT

green = yes
red = no
yellow = maybe































Photo is a dynamic,  
asymmetric composition
with significant  
formal contrasts.

























Has a Clear Focal Point

green = yes
red = no
yellow = maybe













subject + context =
message

“a foreground, a background, 
and nothing else”



background:
avoid distractions

what you exclude is  
just as important as what 
you include



















great photos have an  
underlying complexity.

they are simple, but not  
simplistic.











avoid clichés











avoid forced images





























subject/content
also matters

















look for contrast —
unique juxtapositions







“great photographs:

1) convey a strong message in  
a subtle but meaningful way

2) make you say ‘wow’ due  
to technical details, such as  
great colors, contrasts,  
formal composition, etc., ...”



design process





















Unique Visually 
and/or
Conceptually









“..it must be evocative, 
mysterious and at the 
same time realistic.”

Walker Evans





“...it’s the images that 
stay with you long after 
you first encounter them. 
They have complexity,  
a visual intensity, or the 
power to convey certain 
emotions...”




