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FAQ 1:  Image Use

Can we use images from books and  
the internet, or is that plagiarizing? 
 
Is it better to take our own images, 
or use photos from books/internet?

 



FAQ 2:  Image Manipulation

Is it okay to “mess around” with a photo 
(alter contrast, saturation, etc.)?

 Are filters and effects in Photoshop  
“fair game” for this project?











FAQ 3:  Non-Photo Images

 Is it okay to draw (must it be photos?) 

 Is it okay to combine photos and  
drawings together?

 Is it okay to cut/paste flat materials 
(colored paper, etc.) on the cover?























FAQ 4:  Design Approach

Is it better to work on a conceptual  
or a formal idea?



















FAQ 5:  Simple vs. Complex

 When is a design too simple/too busy?

 Is simple “unambitious”?

 It sounds like you want something 
complex... is simple not good?





















FAQ 6:  Technical

 Do I have to use Illustrator?

 Can I do the whole thing in Photoshop?

Do I have to use both Photoshop  
and Illustrator?



FAQ 7:  Critique

Should we have 3 totally different ideas?

 Will I have a chance to “explain” my idea?

 How “finished” should the ideas be on 
Friday? Is a rough sketch okay?

 How do I present my ideas at critique?
[what format]











FAQ 8:  What is a Mood Board?

Collection of images, text and samples 

Establishes the aesthetic feeling

Can include words/adjectives/themes
that describe the look/feel
 
Organize in a simple grid
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