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NOW ON TO PROJECT FOUR...



Use a grid. Grids are good!

—�grids bring order and consistency to �
a multipage document

—a grid doesn’t dictate placement of content
—a flexible grid allows for more freedom
—1–2 columns is static, start with at least 3 (5+)
—�it’s best if the smallest module is good for �

some type of content
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Design for a spread, not a single page.

—�bigger elements (graphics, images or large type) �
can cross the gutter 

�
—�relate the pages (make use of the spread center, �

crop images to the edge of the inside gutter)

—left page (verso), right page (recto)
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The parts of a grid:

—margins (negative space)
—columns (define live area)
—�hanglines/f lowlines (horizontal lines to break space)
—modules (individual units of space)
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MARGINS

—focus the reader’s attention
—lock the text block to the page
—lock facing pages together
—serve as a resting place (note taking)
—hold subordinate content (folios)
—create tension
—make reading easy/convenient to handle
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MARGINS
In general...

—tight margins create more tension
—�wider margins help focus the reader (create a �

sense of calm)
—uneven margins tend to be more dynamic
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MARGINS
Van der Graaf Canon

—�a simple mathematical way to create pleasing margins 
—Jan Tschichold used this method
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resulting margins are 2 : 3 : 4 : 6



COLUMNS

—early books emphasized writing (wide measure)
—books today emphasize reading (short measure)
—choose a column width that relates to the content
—very long narrow columns can look disposable 

for text, 8–12 words per line is optimal
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CHOOSING TYPEFACES

—be sensitive to the content and the reader
—use typefaces to establish hierarchy and mood
—consider depth and width in column (x height)
—adjust leading to match baseline of grid
—look for large type families
—�in general, three typefaces is enough (display plus text; 

pair serif with sans serif )
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Type is meant to be read! 
Type can whisper or shout.

—size
—line length
—leading
—column depth
—position on the page
—color
—paper

these all contribute to the impression of your spreads.
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http://www.onlab.ch/?ids=2,-1,45,131















Things to consider

—pull quotes (use these to draw the reader in)
—paragraph notations (don’t use the default)
—color (text doesn’t have to just be black)
—page numbers (belong in the margins, not columns)
—can the intro paragraph be larger than the others?
—�the title doesn’t need to be in the top left corner!
—graphics (rules, boxes, shapes)
—�pay attention to the shapes on the page (text block, 

image sizes)
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Print early and often!

—7 pt and under is reserved for footnotes + captions
—8–12 pt is best for body copy or pull quotes
—13+ pt is best for pull quotes, headlines etc

you must print often to see type + grid relationships.
they can look very different on your computer!
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