
Building an online

with Benjamin K. Shown



Applications due May 2 at 5pm

Get funding for your project
Apply at: sproutseattle.org





Applications due May 2 at 5pm



The Hello Poster Show Wednesday, May 4th, 6-9 PM
at the Elliott Bay Bookstore on Capitol Hill



What do you need
for a website?

DOMAIN NAME
.com  .net  .org  .us  .biz  .info

HOSTING
where your files live

FTP ACCESS
Fetch, Cyberduck, CSSEdit, Dreamweaver,
Contribute, Coda



What do you need
for a website?

fatcow.com $66/yr, Unlimited disk space

icdsoft.com $77/yr, 1000mb

bluehost.com $84/yr, Unlimited disk space
mediatemple.net $84/yr, high speed / options

1and1.com $84/yr, other options

godaddy.com $60/yr, other options



GoDaddy’s
Bob Parsons



What do you need
for a website?

$10 Google Domain Registration
Gmail
Google analytics
Google docs
other Google Apps



Become knowledgeable!
There’s no substitute for competency
in BASIC web language/code.

HTML
HyperText Markup Language

CSS
Cascading Style Sheets

Wordpress / Drupal
open source blog publishing application



Learn basic html tags
<p> <a href> <b> <i> <br> <h1>



Cascading Style Sheets
Learn basic CSS code:

a:hover {
	 text-decoration: underline;
	 color: #FF0000;
	 }

p {
	 padding: 0px 5px 10px 3px;
	 font-family: sans-serif;
	 }





Don’t let defaults define you
Web typography
body 	{
	 font-family: “Helvetica Neue”, Arial, sans-serif;

www.typetester.org



THE FUTURE OF WEB FONT EMBEDDING
Web typography

fontburner.com
@ font-face
Font Shop’s Web FontFonts
Typekit
Typotheque
Kernest





lostworldsfairs.com
using Web Open Font Format



lostworldsfairs.com
using Web Open Font Format



lostworldsfairs.com
using Web Open Font Format



Easy & quick
portals to host your portfolio

behance.net
portfolios.aiga.org
Behance’s Prosite

coroflot.com
core77.com

creativehotlist.com
krop.com
carbonmade.com



portfolios.aiga.org



portfolios.aiga.org



behance.net



coroflot.com



coroflot.com



carbonmade.com



carbonmade.com



Fairly Easy too
BUILD YOUR OWN portfolio site

indexhibit.org
indxr.net
cargocollective.com
staceyapp.com
Core (CMS)
squarespace.com

weightshift’s
The Personal Page

Wordpress/Cms
portfolio themes



indexhibit



indexhibit



indexhibit



indexhibit



indexhibit



cargo collective



cargo collective



Behance Prosite

www.behance.net/portfolio/prosite



Behance Prosite

www.behance.net/portfolio/prosite



Martin Oberhäuser

oberhaeuser.prosite.com



WEIGHTSHIFT’s The Personal Page



WEIGHTSHIFT’s The Personal Page



archive.modernista.com/7
Modernista! is a creative and communications agency



wordpress portfolio theme
imbalance.wpshower.com



wordpress portfolio theme
portfolium.wpshower.com



Hello Poster Show using
portfolium.wpshower.com



wordpress portfolio theme
f8-lite by graph paper press



mightymaps.org
customized f8-lite Theme





OPTIMIZE FILES FOR THE WEB
save for web / 72dpi / rgb

GET A GOOD, SIMPLE URL
don’t use the word ‘design’ or ‘online’
get a .com, preferably

find a nerdy tech buddy
or get techy yourself



SPELL CHECK EVERYTHING 3 TIMES

TEST SITE ON A PC, DIFFERENT BROWSERS

LESS IS MORE

INCLUDE SKETCHES it shows process



DON’T USE GRATUITOUS FLASH
DON’T USE FLASH

DON’T SKIMP ON THOUGHTFUL WRITING

DON’T DESIGN A SITE THAT IS tough TO UPDATE

DON’T DESIGN A SITE THAT IS hard TO NAVIGATE



breakinginbook.com

www.underconsideration.com/flaunt



the end
Thank You!

Get this PDF and lots of tasty links at
http://www.benjamink.com/webportfolios

this presentation uses the typeface
Galaxie Polaris Designed by Chester Jenkins
http://vllg.com/Village/Galaxie_Polaris

by Benjamin K. Shown ben@benjamink.com



What makes a strong/poor 
portfolio site?

Navigation
Tone
Humor
Cleverness
Social media
Color scheme
Web typography

URL Name
Load time
Professionalism
Great projects
Resumé/CV
Contact page
Toughtful Writing


