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Community-based Agri-tourism: The Integration of Sustainable Development and Heritage
Preservation in Rural Areas

This presentation uses a planning project for the historic ethnic Qiang village of Taoping, Li
County, Sichuan, to illustrate new global trends in rural community-based heritage
preservation and sustainable tourism development. Taoping Qiang Village is a Chinese
national heritage protection site and is included in the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List
for “Diaolou Buildings and Villages for Tibetan and Qiang Ethnic Groups”. The project is the
work of an international collaboration between faculty and students of Sichuan University,
Chengdu, China, and the University of Washington, Seattle, USA. The project partners used
lessons and examples from international experience as well as Chinese cases such as Lijiang,
Yunnan, and Jiuzhaigou, Sichuan, to propose how eco-tourism and agri-tourism may help to
achieve sustainable post-disaster recovery for Taoping historic minority ethnic communities.
Responses by village residents themselves to various initial proposal scenarios presented by
the university partners indicated strong feelings that in the recent years prior to the earthquake,
the village had sacrificed too much of its agricultural resources and activities in order to cater
to the growing tourism industry. Responses by both villagers and county officials also revealed
that the tourist market had been defined very narrowly, in a way that was dependent on heavy
investment in infrastructure and large-scale construction of new buildings. The partners then
proposed a flexible plan for the village’s reconstruction that included both short-term solutions
for post-earthquake housing difficulties, as well as long-term solutions for preservation of
architectural character, restoration of agricultural self-sufficiency, ecologically sustainable
wastewater treatment, and diversification and coordination of different types of tourism in the
village and throughout the Zagunao River valley.
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Integration of Sustainable Development and Heritage Preservation in Rural Areas
*Definitions
*What is sustainable development? Development that....
eserves the needs of both future and present generations

*The Iroquois Confederacy, a native American tribe that once lived in
what is now the state of New York, included a principle of

sustainability in their constitution, the Great Law: “In our every
deliberation, we must consider the impact of our decisions on the

next seven generations.”
eaccounts for both global and local impacts
eaccounts for the “Three E's”
*What is heritage?
Culture is the entire set of rules that govern the relationship between the
Three E’s, in any given society or community

*Heritage is those aspects of culture (“traditional culture”) that have enduring
meaning and importance

*How are culture and heritage related to sustainable development?

*Heritage provides one way of knowing how relationships among the Three E’s is able
to endure over time in a particular locality

eLocal knowledge
eldentification of “cultural landscapes”
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« AL HAR (“Man and Biosphere”) J&—4&[7]
—a more comprehensively scientific and culturally informed way of
looking at the environment than the purely naturalistic approach

» Responds to new scientific discoveries that many cultural
landscapes that have been officially preserved as “pure”
nature reserves are less biodiverse than they were as
traditionally settled landscapes (Agnoletti, 2007)

» Cultural landscapes are what distinguish one locality from
another
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The concept of cultural landscapes
*Seeing culture and nature (“Man and Biosphere”) as a whole

ea more comprehensively scientific and culturally informed
way of looking at the environment than the purely
naturalistic approach

*Responds to new scientific discoveries that many
cultural landscapes that have been officially
preserved as “pure” nature reserves are less
biodiverse than they were as traditionally settled
landscapes (Agnoletti, 2007)

*Cultural landscapes are what distinguish one
locality from another

«Cultural landscape protection ensures that...

«differences between local places and communities are
respected

*biodiversity is maintained on a global scale

*knowledge about sustainable economic, ecological and
social relationships is not lost
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Emerging principles for planning community-based sustainable development

*In order to develop sustainably, it is necessary for planners to know what the
local people know.

«In order to know what the local people know, it is necessary to involve the
local people in planning.

*In order to involve local people in planning, it is necessary to have their trust.
«In order to have their trust, it is necessary for them to be able to share control

of development, share development’s benefits and costs, and predict
development’s long-term future.
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» Treat the preservation site as a complete cultural
landscape

 Preservation of rural heritage sites requires preservation
of the villages’ cultural identity, which in turn requires
preservation of the larger environment.

» This does not mean that the landscape should be frozen
in time. This would be impossible in any case, and
would ignore the fact that culture is a living, dynamic
phenomenon that changes with the communities that
possess it.

» Rather, cultural landscape preservation means that the
local environment must continue to be able to support
local communities, and that the cultural meaning of the
landscape, and local knowledge of how the landscape
has changed, must not be lost.

Rural Heritage Preservation as Cultural Landscape Preservation

*Treat the preservation site as a complete cultural landscape, not just as
architecture

*Preservation of rural heritage sites requires preservation of the villages’
cultural identity, which in turn requires preservation of the larger environment.

*This does not mean that the landscape should be frozen in time. This would
be impossible in any case, and would ignore the fact that culture is a living,
dynamic phenomenon that changes with the communities that possess it.

*Rather, cultural landscape preservation means that the local environment

must continue to be able to support local communities, and that the cultural
meaning of the landscape, and local knowledge of how the landscape has

changed, must not be lost.
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» Also called “agritourism” and “agrotourism”

« Similar to eco-tourism and geo-tourism
(Jiuzhaigou is an example of these)

» Agri-tourism promotes biodiversity
especially when it supports small farmers
using traditional methods (Sonnino, 2004)

Tourism is one of the most powerful forms of economic, social and cultural
connection between urban and rural areas, and tourism is also closely related
and seriously challenging to both the preservation and development of cultural
landscapes (McKercher, Ho, & du Cros, 2005)
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“http://www.panoramio.com/photo/ 10208451

Taoping Qiang Zhai as a Test Case for a Community-Based Agritouristic
Approach to Heritage Preservation and Sustainable Rural Development

The following section illustrates how the general global problems and trends
described above can be relevant to China, by describing the example of
western Sichuan’s Tibetan and Qiang watchtower (diaolou) buildings and
villages. Like the great merchant family residential compounds of Shanxi,
these sites are included in the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List. Their
preservation presents many challenges similar to heritage sites throughout
China, especially in rural areas, but also in many cities, and in both minority
ethnic as well as Han areas. It's need to recover from the damage of the May
2008 Sichuan earthquake only makes these challenges more pressing and
more clear.
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Sources: This map is an overlay of the image at http://www.cea.gov.cn/manage/html/8a8587881632fa5c0116674a018300cf/_content/08_09/01/1220238314350.html, and the
image in LI, Wei, Qiangzu Minju Wenhua [Folk Residence Culture of Qiang Nationality] (Chengdu: Sichuan Fine Arts Publishing House, 2009, ISBN 978-7-5410-3913-3), p 39.

THE EARTHQUAKE of May 12, 2008, in Sichuan, China, killed up to 90,000
people, rendered over 5 million homeless, and displaced more than 15 million.
The disaster encompassed nearly all of the homeland of China’s minority
ethnic Qiang people, distributed throughout the Upper Min River watershed
and some of the eastern slopes of the Longmen Mountains in Beichuan
county. An estimated 10% of the 306,000 Qiang population died (over a third
of all earthquake deaths), and most traditional housing was severely
damaged.[1]

Map showing concentrations of Qiang settlements (in black) overlaid on an
intensity gradiant map of the 8.0 Wenchuan earthquake from the China
Earthquake Administration.[2]

[1]http://www.yn.xinhuanet.com/travel/2008-06/18/content_13575370.htm

[2] Sources: This map is an overlay of the image at
http://www.cea.gov.cn/manage/html/8a8587881632fa5¢c0116674a018300cf/_c
ontent/08 09/01/1220238314350.html, and the image in LI, Wei, Qiangzu
Minju Wenhua [Folk Residence Culture of Qiang Nationality] (Chengdu:
Sichuan Fine Arts Publishing House, 2009, ISBN 978-7-5410-3913-3), p 39.
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. |Taoping, Gateway to the Zagunao|
< |valley
UNESCO World Heritage Site
Tentative List
Horme of 1,000 year old Qiang
i e and

National Highway G317
Follows Zagunao River
Daily buses from Wenchuan follow this
route connecting the Zagunao
Valley villages

Landslides threaten the viability of this
corridor

Current plans of expansion threaten
ecology and sustainability of
the region.

Figwe 7.5 Base Map: Nafional Mapping Bureau

TAOPING is the most prominent village in a series of Qiang and ethnic Tibetan
settlements in western Sichuan on the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative
List.[1] Itis also a nationally listed heritage site in China. Taoping is located
just 17km from the earthquake fault, yet suffered very little loss of life and
relatively little physical damage. The earthquake increased the village’s
historic architectural significance, even as it rendered most of the old buildings
uninhabitable, forcing residents to live in temporary shelters. Before the
earthquake, Taoping invested many of its own resources in tourism, including
the start of construction of a new village in historic style to cater to tourists
adjacent to the old village. Regional investments included hydropower dams
and highways along the Zagunao River. Post-earthquake, large-scale
government investment in the reconstruction of the entire region has added
fuel to all these developments, raising challenges and opportunities for the
preservation of cultural identity, ecological sustainability, hazard mitigation,
and balanced, equitable economic growth.

[1] http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5343/
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New Taoin Qiang Village before earthquake
http://www.panoramio.com/photo/8128475

New Taoping Qiang Village in July
2009
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Modeled on similar resort-style new villages in
' Jiuzhaigou
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Do not rush the development of New Taoping Qiang Village; do it gradually, step-by-step, bearing in mind that residents suffering from the earthquake
must be re-housed quickly.

Undertake economic development in multiple ways; tourism, agriculture, and ecological preservation should be combined organically; they are not
mutually exclusive, nor can they be addressed in isolation from each other.

Preservation should treat historic Taoping Qiang Village as a living entity. Residents should be allowed to continue living within and using the historic
district; historic Taoping Qiang Village should not simply become a museum to exhibit to visitors.

Plan and manage the the Zagunao River Watershed as an integrated whole, and design it as a complete ecological tourist corridor, not as a collection
of dispersed individual points. In order to avoid the channelization of the river, roadways should be limited in width; drawing on the experience of
planning in Jiuzhaigou, restrict and reduce private motor vehicle traffic and use public transport to link up each attraction with the next.

Consider establishing a regional management entity that would take current Taoping Qiang Village kinship-based relations as a model to ensure
residents obtain benefit from development and actively participate in it.

20
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1. Complete Reconstruction

2. Restore the Natural Character
3. Balanced Development

4. Regionally Integrated Planning
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Families as Co-Op Base

SR

Homa lay Co-Op

- Facilitates Co-Op regular mee! ! ings
- Administers Co-Op operatio
- Reports to t tar.l
= Minor decisi
= Liaison to each |I muly
- Monitors progress of Co-Op

1
Turn-Taking System
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Local community social structures as a basis for development decision-making
- Needs both to
—->make use of existing meaningful community relationships and

—>guarantee equitable opportunities and outcomes for all community
members
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Crop Gross product per sq meter Labor Intensive
millet .84 pounds per sq meter Med
buckwheat .25 pounds per sq meter Low
winter wheat 1.23 pounds per sq meter Low
barely .32 pounds per sq meter Low
potatoes 3.13 pounds per sq mater High
beans 138 pounds per sq meter Med
apples, 7.04 pounds per sq meter High
walnuts 1.23 pounds per sq meter unknown
pepper B89 pounds per sq meter unknown
average: 1.68 pounds per sq meter Med
polyculture 8.05 pounds per sq meter High

Current Population: 500 people
Current Agriculture needs: 45341.61 sq m (Since a person needs 730 |bs, each individual needs 90.7 sq m)

Non-historic space:151,101 sq m (Not all land is usable due to topography and circulation, infrastructure.
Assuming 75% is usable there is 113,225.75 sq meters
Subtracting the current agriculture needs there is 67,984.14 sq m.)

Average new plotin village: 100sg m.
With an average of five residents per household, the requirements are: 100+ 5(90.7)=553.5

Maximum Land and Resource: (67,984.14/553.5)3= 614 Additional People

122 New Building Structures

101,051.55 sq meters of total Agriculture space
Sourcas:

http:/Factsanddatails.comschina phplitemid=4048catid=5&subcatic=87.
An Analysis of Farming Systems in Quang Ngai Province. Hoang Thi Mgoc Mam URS Sustainable Development. 04/03/2007
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Site Map
Interpretive Center

Living Canal N;chork .

Bioremediated Agriculture ‘~ g

Softened River Edges ~ ~ _

Constructed Wetland - _ "
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@ Bioremediation: @ Bioremediation
Living Canal Wetland Complex
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L' L'k F £ “We aze Anna and Liwel. We wodk in the fields helping out with
Ive LIKe a Frarmer crop harvestin. weeding pnd bestoek tending. Lived moved to
N - lao Ping from Chengdu to enoy a slower paced hfsstyle. Anna s
3 T Circulating Guest Houses & visiting farming scicnce student from Berkeley, Calitornia wha is
W High Tnrensivy Farming here ro leam traditional Chiang agriculmral practices ™
I Medium Intensity Farming

[ Low Intensity Fuming

| I Low Intensity Fuming

Cultral Gathering Open Space

Sample Ilinerary
6:00am - Breakfast wi Host Family =‘-__“’ i

7:00am - Livestock Feeding nud Tending
+ Chickens, Pigs & Goats Feeding

© Ly Collecting |
N F

:00am - Agriculnre

+ Weeding
o Crop Harvesting

+ Crop Processing

+ Crafi Making

© Coking

6:00pm - Dinuer w/ Host Family. ” : o
7:00pm - Cubural show  J] Building Typology
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Regional Cultural Tourism Development

Zagunao Valley

Jiashan, Taoping and Zenglou are
selected as an assel-based lour package
to highlight each of the villages’ distinctive
features, which serve as great comple-
ments to each other. Jiashan is identified
as a festive cultural hub, Taoping as tradi-

s o s ety

Laage sty e

tional Qiang Architectural site and Zengtou | "t e e st 2aqunas e
as an ecological exploration. The “package”

idea unifies lecal economic development L —

efforts and diversifies tfourist activities. This

snan s ks gran v s
is a township-level approach in spreading amat the silage whars sh Qans oubre
the wealth to villages such as Jiashan and
Zengtou that would otherwise be left out
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The Region: Zagunao Valley Tourism

Sample tourist itinerary for the Zagunao Val-  Current tourist-related product pricing in

ley featuring a slow-travel immersion experi-  Taoping and the Zagunao Valley

ance o
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Accmmaten
rasialy echudas 2 mak)
[E]

B o Wb 0 Toopang 1 bl o
e e 1y M B haiag
e w il o e . The

Possible Economic Benefits from a 7- day

Entrance fees 1o Taogeng vilage
oy tour of the Zagunao Valle far one trav-
Accommadabon 300 RMB

s from Wenchuan o Taoping Enance tees D vilages B0 RMS

Wieaidy bus parss 200 RME

MealySracks 40 RMB

e Souvenin 260 RMS

Tour of Tacpng 20 RME

Dary hive tour 1o Pun a0 RME

e Eeitomd Bicyele rental 20 RMB

A [ToTA 540 RMB
T o we seted

Large Emtrodered {oods

Dy 6 100 - 1,000+ Ao
T ey o 1 bk ol b o £ sl onal oo
e ey, Sy o i s
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FRecent data on Li County tourism’
2006

Tokal Revenue
Snach ared Deriky Tokal Tou
3- 9 RMB

61,160,000 R

w07
Total Fevenue 228 640,000 RMB
800 **

E*
TEE

E Total Tourists 5
etwmat
5 10 AME Par Tourist Revenus 400 AME
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#3007 baist rumdiers ravadsble bt s tzisted borm 3008
vakes
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TAOPING MANIFESTO

In the wake of a great disaster, in the midst of a global
economic crisis, there are many reasons to spend vast
sums of capital in a very short time on the recovery of
suffering communities and environments. Decisions
are made quickly and implemented broadly. However,
“cataclysmic investment,” as Jane Jacobs put it, risks
destroying the very communities and environments it
seeks to develop or preserve. Development must
proceed on the basis of local residents’ knowledge and
aspirations — especially in the case of communities
whose ethnic identity is distinct from that of the
majority society, and whose culture and environment
has evolved in the context of a fragile or hazard-prone
ecology. Plans must distinguish between those actions
necessary to satisfy the most immediate needs of
shelter, livelihood and safety, and those that achieve
longer-term, larger-scale economic, environmental and
social sustainability. The former must not compromise
the latter. Regardless of the urgency of recovery or
indeed growth, planning must study local conditions,
engage all stakeholders, and allow for plural strategies
and gradual adjustment of goals. Only in this way will
each community as a whole find its place in a changed
society and landscape. Sustainability without
community is an illusion.
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