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visiting a memorial, especially o thar memorial stands nexe o Berlins
extensively refurbished Potsdamer Plarz, Such a memonal, built on 4 wite
where not long before 2 wasteland and a wall divided two cees, wonld
be witness not so much to the past us 10 a German memorial polivics i
the service of the glebal village. Kohl surely chose this sie with care
Forced 1o make amends for his sweeping equalization of victims i the
Neue Wache memorial, he wanted to make sure that whatever shape the
new memornial ok, and however specihic s designation of victims,
winildl ar least be dealted o the Hetle Welt narrative being, underweuen
by & rewly re-capitalized Potsdamer Plate, “Not only s Germany's task
of working through the past recerving nnmistakably earnest attention,”
the planned memonal could thus proclaim from is valueable vantage poin
“hut the economy 1 booming roo.”

The maoat important provocation of *Bus Stop,™ and the reason it could
never have won during Kohl's renure lies m the fact that wowould has
bistehed his plan, The visitor o *Bus Stop™ would have to confront th
contrast between Germany's present and future, as rveflected in thos
gleaming Sony and Daimler-Beny displays, and Germany's past,
form of crumbling installacions jast cutside the gates of the capital, afl b
neglected In the government's memory-financing zeal. “Bus Stop” thus
echoes Broders proposal for the establishment of a foundation for thosw
still persecured today. The new senator for Culture Michael Nauman had
already announced before elections that he would prefes o suppare the
memarial sices already in existence, in parocular Sachsenhausen and
Ravenshritck. A new era of German commemoration thus seems 1w bs
apon us

1l

Sachsenhousen

Srih and Schoock's “memorsal buses™ would take about an hour from
the center of Berlin to reach the site of the {ormer concentration camp ol
Sachsenhausen, Bur even without the proposed bus service, the camp
womld be readily accessible by S-Bahn, with teams deparmng  overy
twenty minutes from Berlin for Oranienburg, the small, formerty Fam
German town adjacent to the camp site. From the Oranienburg orain
station signs point to the entry gates of the “Sachsenhausen Memaonial
Site" | Gedenksiitte Sachsenhausen), a owenty-minute walk away. It jus
as well perhaps that there is no public transportation 1o the site, becans
aside from the erection of o few gaudy billboards advernising pieea and
cheap flights to Parls and New York, nothing much seemy to have changed
here since the Wall came down, or indeed since the end of the wir. Hencs
the walk itself offers a history lesson,

Sachsenbansen i

Crranienburg s a small town where coal dust seems seill (o hover in the
e, where hullet- -pocked fagades are crumbling and the main street 18 made
Penbblcstones, The visitor is struck first by the “eastness™ of the plage,
___-__E fact, thar is, chat rimie seemy w0 hiave stnod snill for ferty vears; and
i by the realization that the physical structures have remained vir-
iy unaltered throwghour war and changes of regime. But despite the
post palpable sense of hisory they convey, the buildings reveal very lirtde
hout their past. Nothing indicates that even before the camp was buile
b Sachsenhausen, Oranienburg itsclfl was home o one of the Firs
nan concentratiom camps, installed by the Nax stormircopers ithe
teiling, or 5A) in an old brewery in March 1953 just afver Hitler
e oo power: that ohe town’™ castle hoosed :.EEn...w_Erm 85 regiment
Ber 1935 until the entire cencral admindstration of the 55 was moved
Berdin oo Cheanienburg in 1937 orthar Oreanienbuorg was marked on
heumaps of the Third Resch as the =Cary of the 55,7 just as Munich wan
Wen the epitaph “City of Movements,” and Nuremberg was koown as
Uiy ot the Farty Conference,™ By the time visitors have walked down
bnitier Strasse (under the Nazis, Adoli-Hitler-Strasse, later in the GDR,
pse: der Frethert), and turned lefr onto the Strase der Eideir, then right
. b thee Strasse der Natanen 1o reach the camp gates, they will have ma-
pruedl the same route along which many thousands of intermess were
tled by comip guarcs roward impriscnment in Sachsénhauwsen, past the
nts and houvses of members of the 55, Visitors will thus have
through a town filled with concealed relics, anly to find the sive
E._”_E_...u.m_..__._ under layer atver liver of ideological, agsthetic, amd polir-
E_..R,_.unn_:___: ot the past.
ppresentirion and suthenticity stand in uneasy reladon o one another,
pmmon memorial parlance, the rerm authenncity refers to original
15 oo to actual physical sites where events have occurred, aften in the
_.._..__5 these objects or sites are somchow seperior to chose whaose
paning must first be consoructed, and that a oype of unalerable truth
be found in them thar cannor be found elsewhere. In his celebrated
The Work of Are in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,” Waleer
i, although wriring in an age as yet untouched by the Flolocaus,
geists the farefol name “aura™ for that which supposedly bestows upon
e authentic relic superioncy to irs reproductons, In the case of a repro-
fiom, he writes, the artifact's ability o give historical witness s o rivik
_-ﬂ__—n-.iﬁ. it very authoricy i shaken, and itv aura, thar which enabley
poconguer its audience, falls away."™ Authority, testimany, and recep-
farm a powertul triad 0 Holocaust studics where issues of repre-
pntabiliey, belicvability, and transmission of histary plague those whao
pnvder the condivions of representing the Holocawse, Ir is all mo sedug-
bve o beliove in aach o thiogg as aurg, 1o believe thar there are places where
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4 sort of direct, privileged access to the Holocawst is possible via the very

sectes and mortar that housed it Bur of course there is no such thing as
a pure site affording access o a knowledge of the Holocaost antouched
by inteepretation or construction. And a historically sigmbeant site can
not necessanly speak for itself. Hence the theoreeical bind: withour rep

resentation there can be only limited memory; and with wo overbeaning
a framework of incerpretation, with oo much narrative, there is th

danger that memory may be distorted, fragmented, or destroyed alo

gether. The former camp of Sachsenhausen, located on the ourskares ol

Oranienburg, is a good illustration of the wg-obwar berween authenn

ity and representation, The “aothentic site” of Sachsenhausen, alimost
hidden under the lavers of meaning mposed apon it by the East German
gavernment, acrually employed the Naed past ak a political instrument,
while the town of Oranienburg proper, itself roo an “authentic site™ of 55
activiry, went largely unnoticed as such. Oranienburg and Sachsenhausen
teach us that there is a fine line berween, on the one hand, representing
and re-contexmalizing a site oran object while smothering the object el
under biased or simply incorrect historical interprecations, and, on the
other hand, denying the authenticiey of a site, and thus its pase, by simply
Aot mentioning it. fn order 1o appreciate the aura of an object or 4 site,
ong must, after all, first be aware that ic% there.

The significance of such authentic sites for contemporary audiencey has,
moredver, chanped comsiderably over the fifty years since the camp was
liberared, For one thing, there are fewer and lewer people around for
whom the stones elicit or heing back o ditect memory of Nadonal Socal
izt for younger generations the site itself becomes the memory, not the
mediumn for recalling the events thar wook place there, This can have
varions consequenices, One tendency is o understand the memorial sie
simply. as one of the countless Holocaust nareatives encountered in todiy s
media-saturated world. “Sekbindler's Listowas beter,™ | c...nn?....wa i1
teenager remark juse after his tour of the site, as he sat with his froends i
the café outside the camp gates; His sense of having just experienced 4
narrative comparable to, and indeed inferior ro, thar of a Hollywood filim,
underscores. the hasic change of percoprion in those brought up L the

waorld of visual media. It may be thar this youngster had sumply failed
distinguish between reality and fictionality, thar for him, the cemnanis of
fOEIter aa M
fictional account of the Holocasst, an effect Steven Sphelberg was no douls
aiming to achieve with the docomentary. quality of his hlm's cnemarog:
that the camp
ituelf was 4 nareative, & construction of reality that could legitimarely e
commpared to the constructedness of the “real” sory of Oukar Schindles
In either case, the authentickey of the site did oot inspire awe, 4t least in

a ¢oncentrafion camp sre o be interpreted in the same

raphy. Or he mghe also have understond, however vaguely,

Sachsenharsen L7

instance, as ong has come to expect, because the Holocaost has
peome o narcative sooworn as to have elicioed specific consumer expoc-
| ._ ..Eu.m in which the idea of originality, the representation of “the authen-
s executed better by Hallywoud than in “real” life.

E course, such o blurring of genre boundaries is exvreme, and @5 they
| the café, the eenagers were engaged in vociterons argument, unfor-
unazely soon beyond my hessing, Their debare; as 1 imagine ir, mighs well
| confirmed Andreas Huyssen's recent appraisal of the effecs of pose-
modernity, his contention that it w i face precisely the saturation
al todays media with Holocauss images thar can lead to a privileging,
ather than a flactening, of the permanent site. *One feason for the
found strength of the museam and the monument i the poblic
o he werites, "may have to do with the fact thay both affer some-
ing that television denies: the marerial quality of the abject.™'™ Perma-
ce therefore becomes an antidote to the flecting images of welevision,
hough as Huyssen is quick o paint out, the permanence of Holocaust
q_._n_:_urﬁ_m.ﬁ needs to negotiate the “mulople discourses of memory
ided by the very electronic media to which the monument as solid
patter provides an alternative.”™ Mo matter how authenric a site, then,
b extent of its success in ransmiting an understanding of the past that
produced it must take into account habits of perception in the present.
be bden that aura w0 inherent in the object, or in the site, thar it
anguerd” i audience, as Benjamin writes, must be rethought. Todays
seems quite ready o be conquered, even by “auras® chat are

clves patently, and paradoxically, reproduced. Aura is in the eye af
_.r___._EEE. after all.

1 u-::n.__ﬂ___m._:_._m._:.,__”_m Cedenkstitten) is well aware of the exigencies
itemparary viewing habits: “We have abourtwo hours duting which
part some knowledge of the pase,™ be says, speaking of his ducies to
shtoes to the camp site. The hest way to use this nme, he believes, i Tw
hie térms the “decentralized concepe,” which combines the two prin-
al aims of his curatorship: preservadon of the sall extane original budld-
g, and teaching exhibits o the buildings thae illustrate aspecis of the
hisrory as they relare to their respective locations.' ™ In addition to
i o various aspects of hisrory, eaich of the exhibits is 1o be framed
¢ history of the entire camp, so thae the individoal nareatives can be
ated (nto the larger picture of the camp. Thus, even if visitors have
a chance w view the individual exhibits, they will stll come away
h more than only o fragmeneed sense of the place. Moreover, the intor-
iy given about the camp doesn't sirply ond with ies liberation in
o Ao what 1w to bocome one of the permanent exhibit of the camp,
entitled “From Memory o Monument™ (Van der Ermsering zum
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Mowrement), Morsch also documents the subsequent history of Sachsen
havsen @5 a memoris] site during the tme of the GDR, reflecting oo
authenticity, memoral norratvny, and histoncal revisiomsm. Thos the
aim 15 nor w0 restore o the site a spurious authenticity, to pretend that o
5 once apam an unsdulteraved site, As Morsch himseif savs, “ the heseos
ical site saef generis does mot exist but is to be approached as an amalyge
mate of historical processes,” o lusion of represensbonal elements in neeil
of interpretation.'”

With the help of the current exhibit, visitors come to underscanil
that the lavers of interpretations imposed on the memorial site under the
GDR almost enticely effaced the original nareatives of the concentration
camp, While the prese el _..:m_n_.a_w: and relics ITIPATT i Vague idea ol o
the camp sctoally looked, the superimposition of the Sachsenhousen
Manonal Memaorial during the late rggos and eady 1o6es on the actual
camp site anil the political and -assthens decimons mfonming = conscrii
rion speak clearly and eloguently about the forms of social and political
memory possible snder the Bast German egme, and about their uses
Interpretation of Sachsenhausen’s hissory in the GDR and
re-concepaalmation m unihed Germany, ofters nsights imoo teeo radically
different articudes toward the history of Kagional Socialism. Under the
GOR the memory of the camp as a historical siee was vsed o shape the
state identiry ol the emerging socialist republic, Tor which the concept of
anti-fascism was a crugal legicimizing scrategy, The resulong narraove, of
the anti-fascise state and the an-fascist resistance fghter (a son ol
Wilhelm Tell of the Eastern Bloc), was one that offered absolure redemp
tion to the new citizens by tuening the defeat of the German naticon into
i victory over Matonal Socalism, for ar least as long as these new cil
rons could identify themselves with their new stare,

Verpangenheiistousdltigeng, in the sense of teying o understand the
mechanism of Matonal Secalism and one's own eole within i, was nec
essarily a private business in the GEML because otherally iwas unneeded.
In thar sense, reading as Santner does, the official GDR narrative abaou
the post présented s citizens with o history i which the trawmanc site
of Hiders Germany was located firmly in the offver Germany, theroly
allowing for a re-constinmon of citizems’ dencities under nom-traamis
conditions."™ In exchange for identification with the new svstem, and &
behiet in its founding myth, the East German could pur aside feelings of
loss and shame without the painful work of mourning,

['wrant oo stress thoo this scenano s, of course, highly stylized, and thas,
a8 Clandia Koong observes, it makes senie to msintam the differsne
between popular memory and offical memory,™"" After an fritial o
pouring of memoirs weiten by camp survivars had recelved hirtle aen
tion in the seruggle and trmoil of the immediate postwar veam, accounts

ol it Current

Saebzenhitusen 1HQ

blished in the East duning the o408 and vo60s, after che founding of
GDR in 194y, already began 1o hear the stamp of censorship, It was
oy in the luter yeirs of the GDR that highly peblicized personal recol-
dections, such as Christa Woll's Kindbertsmustar, published in the to7as,
o plans to restore the Oranienburgerstrasse Synagogue in Berlin, helped
B0 create a trumework in the public mmd for confronting the past.

The narmative strategies used n fashioning the concentration camp
mer rial sites thar had fallen o the GDR, mose prominent among
them Bochenwald, Sachsenhausen, and Ravensbruck, can be read today
8 blueprine of GDR official memory of the Mational Socintist past, pro
ficed by the government to forge a collective social identity commensu-
e with the needs of GDR ideslogy, These narratves also underscare the
thitterence between a working theough of the past and its inscrumental-
geation. In order to make mielligible the extent to which the narrative of
i Memorial Sive of Sachsenhausen is a construct, 1 will, in the follow-
s prresent i history and significance as a camp, first under Nzl and
fhen under Sovier rule, | will then discuss is subsequent development into
. ?r.._._._::u_ Siee :m mﬁ.&;«.:_ﬂ_._un...__ :._ .q_._n GDR. and q_.:. Fi_:.z currently

clide wirh an acoount of ¢contemporary n_n_”_u_ﬁm and oonlicts m_.._q:.._-
i .ﬂqn..m._._._.._::._. of the area surmounding the prisaner's camp: the vast,
blmg terrain of former 55 barracks, 55 residences, and sarellite
imips, which rogether farm a unique site of perpetration, the anly. one
prved o this extent in Ciermiany, or for that maoer, anvwhere in the

betord Sachsenhausen was built in 1956, Oramenburg was home o
ake-shift concentration camp, which had been Installed in an old
pery in March of 1933 soon after Hitler's aceession o power, One of
i first of its kind, the camp’s funcrion mder the SA was 1o imprison
e who opposed the new MNational Socialist regime., The camp's life was
flatively brief, since i was already closed in the summet of 1934, Shortly
preafrier, Heinnch Himmler and the commandant of Dachau, Theodor
o wame up with 4 new system of concentradon camps placed exclo-
ander the direction of the 55. Sachsenhausen was to be the star, a
pletely modern concentration camp,® in Heinrich Himmier's woirds;
podel outfit where the 88 could be tained in their doties,'™ Whar made
o :.FL-...: was above all s capacity 1o house and control large numbers
SOHETE, 4 fegiirement commensurate with che Rech's _Hu—.__ﬁEnE:-
ik ol ity new racial poliios in the aftermith of the Nuremberg laws in
44, and with fos purside of the eversharsher political and socal conreol
itn populanon. Av Morsch poines out, sympromaric of this change was
» binder the new system, the 58 guards could po longee come from the
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same social miliew or the same region as their prisoners. While m the old
brewery a father could still guard his own Communist son, as s actualls
documented, the new camp wos expected o contain also “racially and
soctally aberrant” prisoners.'™

The task of designing che camp was taken on by 55 architect Heinrich
Kupert. His mim was twotold, Practically, the layost of the camp was 10
allow lor the total and constant control of thowsands of prisoners; sym
bolically, the design was to demonsteate the absolure power, effectiveness,
and permanence of Mational Socialise rule. Sinsated jost outside the Beich s
capical, it was to serve as an inscruceional facilicy for the entice hierarchy
of adminmeratomn needed to run any given camp, from the fofty com
mandants down oo the common guards: The Concentration Camp [nsps
tion Authority, the administeative headquarters for all ot the concentration
camps under German control, was o inove 1o Sichsenhausen afier the
camp's completion." The 55 administranon bnildings, residences, and
barracks were dall parr of Kafpert's starkly peometrical design. As histo
rinn Eduard Fithr observes, the 55 baildings were placed along the mam
voad leading to the entrance of the prison camp in strect aceordance wah
higrarchy, The rank of the officer living in a given house could thus be
read from the relatbve location of his house. Thus, Fihr conéloded, fncon
trast (o other concentration camps, most of them built in secloded and
inaccessible arcas, Sachsenhausen, in ity model status and svmbolic con
sericrion, was meany to be seen. While the Olympi¢ pames were m full
swing m Berlin in the summer of 1934, hundreds of prisoners brought m
from the Esterwegen and Lichtenburg camps ser about the comitrocmon
of Sachsenhaosen, and in December of 1937 the first prisoners were
hroughe there tor mtefnmaene.

The prisoners’ camp proper, the heart of Sachsenhaunsen, was designed
in the shape of an equilateral rriangle, A machime gun aimed from a single
warchrower erected it the midpoint of one of thi sies was 1o control th
prisoners’ barracks, themselves armayed i fowr concentric halt-circles
behind the roll call area sitnated directly i frone of the watchrower
Twelve thousand prisoners were to be controlled by this means, and
although the plans had soon w be altered 10 incorporate additional bai
racks (called the "new barracks™ |, to house among others the many Jewish
prisoners who arrived atr the camp in the wake of the Refehsbritallnag b
in Movember of 1938, Movsch perceives this first tmiangular design as the
basic hustorical layer' As cultural historian Ulrich Haroung points out,
the actual prisoner camp, the triangle comprising today’s memorial wite,
represents only 5% of the entire aren of the comcentration camp, which
it its torality comtisred of the 55 buildings mentioned above as well as,
amaong other mstallations, the bread factory, the so-culled Klskersoorke
o tile tactory, the sroneworks, the shooting grounds, anid the harbos, trom
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fwincich kuipert. Plan for Sachserhausen concentrason camp and sucrounding

i il forced-labop prounds (mid-1g30s). Courtesy Orunienburg, Gedenkyeitre
d Muscum Sachensenhausen, Forothek.

ch goods could be shipped directly to the copital.™ These buildings,
eeted directly within the concentration camp, attest 1o the ewrly and
e mg integration of forced labor into the Reich’s expansion.
Wletween 1936 and 1945, over 100,060 inmates were imprisaned in
ot senhansen. Intended mitially for policcal prisoners, the camp m 1938
i the arrival of thousands of people considered “racially or biologically
erion,” and after the beginning of the war in September of 1939, the
newly oecupied sones began providing internees. On April 21, 1945, with
e albied armies approaching, apprommately 30,000 prisoners were
roed oo leave the camp and 1o commence whar i known today us the
th march. Only after several days were prisoness wha survived the
hen liberatod an they mer with the Allied army near Schwerin. When
the Sovier and Polish units of the Rod Army arrived a1 the camp iwelf,
ey encouneerad around 000 men, mostly ailing prisoners with their
“taking staff, and about 1,000 women and childeen left behind by the
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Heinrich Kuipert. Man for Sachsenhivsen concenemation camp and surrounding
G5 and torced-labir grounds (aod-i g3eal. Courtesy Ohramenbang, Gedenboiii
und Wussum Sachensenhamen, Forodwk

flecing 55.°% On Apnl 28 of that year, the camp was opened for the b
time as a memorial site. The popelation of Oranienburg was invited w
come and observe the evidence of the tormee and murder that had raken

._u__.l.__n._1 i -____.-u-. ___._n._..._n._—..n

hachsenhausen did not remain empty for very loog after che war's el
Oin Augost 10, 1945,
by the end of rhar vear, the camp was ance again blled to it capacicy of
1 oo0 prisoners,. Spchienhansen had Bedome ine ol en socalled Spesil
__L._:___..Hu_..ﬂ_ﬁ_..r__r....:.____».:

[ 50 TIEW Prisoners artived o Bl s bareacks, amd

estabilished by Moscow in the Sovier Zone w0
hold former Mational Socialists and anvone else believed to have been pan
of the Mari machinery, o in any way dangerous to the Soviees: The Sovieis
were, of course, not the only anes to establinh such detention areas i
formes conceneranion campa. Each of the four rones had im own vorsio
for the Germans had not simply surrendeced, but had fooght on o the

[ T
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Sachsenhansen

thsenhabinm (March 2z, gq5h Aerial view, Photggeaph reprodiced with per-
i ol Landesiermensangiamt brandenburg, Ocrober 9, 1992, Mo LBB

._ ¥ify~=

itter end, snd would, secording to German *.__.____..__F.L__L._. cisnitinue to hghe
i the end as so-callod “werewolves. "' The administration of the
s _.:__. thoir respictive governrments was nol umiform, hivweever, but
dividually dotermined by the various Allied powers.

S he camp sysiem in the Sovier saior wais based on the one emplayed
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hy Stalin to silence enemues of his regime. The arbitrary mixture of pros
oners in the Soviet camps reflecred 8 double moove for arress, On the
ome hand, the Soviets were Santi-fascines.” and sought therefore 1o intern
and punigh Mazi criminalss on the other hand, they were also rotalitan
ans, and therefore all opponents of their regime, including non-Stalinis
Communists and members of the German Socinl Democratic Party {5811,
were imprisoned, While mose of the prisoners had been low and middle
level functionaries of the Nazi parcy, there was still a fair number ot
inmiates whio had been arrested arbitrarily. Thus, Nazis, former Sachsen
hausen inmates again interned as spies; youngsters denounced as “were
wolves™ by ambitious Communists, and peaple arbitranily arrested by
roving Sovier soldiers were interned alongside guards from the farmer con
cenitration camp ar Ravensbrock. What all af them, excepr for the mowi
egregions MNaxi criminals, had in common was that they were bemng held
i the camp without trial and with no commumication with the ouside
world, Families were not even informed of the deaths of inmares, For this
reasan, the special camps came to be known as Schivegelager, or “camps
of silence, ™™

In 1948, approximitely hall of these prisoners were set free and seven
of the ten special camps in the Sovier sector were closed down, The thiee
remaining in opecation were Sachsenhavsen, Buchenwald, and Baurzen;
hechsenhausen, the largest of the three, was reenamed *Spedal Camp 1.7
In the spring of toso, all remaining prisoners weee either set frec oo
released to the government of what by then had become the GDE.
Released priscneis were chreatened with the gravesr of repercussions il
they ever spoke about their expersences in the camp; to speak of the camps’
existence at all was mboo in the GDR. This silence connipued untll afrer
the Wall came down, when three mass graves from the period juse after
the war were discovered at various locations in Oranienburg, one af them
just ouside the camp wall.

Within weeks of the liberation of Sachsenhausen and other camps on
Crerman soil, former prisoners all over Germany had banded together in
an organization called Chfer des Fasclimas (OdF) or Victime of Fascium,
when the Allied forces forbade the OdF w engage in political scovity, the
group memmarphostd 0 1946 into the Vereimgung der Verfolgten des
MNozi-Regimes (VYN) or Asiociation of Those Persecuted by the Naxi
Regime, a group ndependent of the Allies. Thi self-defined goals of the
QdF, and later of the VN, wers to oot as a self-help group m ease the
difficule cransition from prison camp into o socieey chat was wself bromed
by the war and therefore less than hospirable toward living examples ol
its previous government’s oppression and terron On g more wdealogical
level, the graup hoped oo * parricipate in the construction of & new wociety,
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i part by minanng a meanimgful confroncation between the present
gociery and the National Socialist pase, ™™

- It quickly became clear, however, that the *National Socialist past™ way
to be understond only in a rigid, politically self-serving sense. This was
vident above all in discussions about who would have che right o call
fhemselves victims of persecution, or Verfolgter, and thus be eligible for
m mbership m the organization. The Agure of the ideal resistance hghrer
pad already been drawn in 1943 in the mavgural speech of the OdF by
leader, Karl Raddaze: “We want to show examples of uplifting cama-
‘enderie thar made it possible for us to bear so much cruelty;” further, *We
wint m praise the manly figure of the fgheer agninse fascism, those
rleers, preachers, intellectoals, and officers who . . . were intermed as
‘political opponents of the Mam regime.”™ This ideal fghrer was in no

!

way reloved to the masses who had been persecuted for racial reasons, f.e..
the Jews and the Sinn and Roma, noe deed did o inclede women, Az
Susanne sur Mieden points our, the mystafication and instrumentalzation
‘nf camp hoseory is already clearly, visible in this reductive understanding
ol the victim, ™

- Victims of National Socialist racial policies weee marginalized in the his-
arical discourse of the GDR for another reason as well, already appar-
in Raddata's formulacion of the anti-fascist resistance fighter. Ax Dan
Biner observes, Manonal Sociafism was interpeeted throogh the lens of a
Marxist theory of fascism which held that the ruling classes, motivated by
‘milirarism, imperialism, and monocapitalism, had made possible Hider's
fise to power and rthe ensulng war, Defining iself in this way as an ann-
e stute made possible not only the GDRS opposition to Hitler's
Crerminny, but alse s disonciian from “the other Cermany,™ thar wai
gedly predisposed to Fascism anyway bécause of its capitalist sorucrure,
e ramifications of this economic inmeepretation of fasciem were thar
pone aspectn of mass killmg chat could not be perceived as having been
weonomically motvated—in other words, the genocide of the Jews and the
Sinti aod Roma—were naturally threatenme o the self-understanding and
e ation of the new smarte, [n this contest Diner writes: * The memory
_q... the vicnim groups stigmatized neither because of palitical resistancs, nor
Bor econommeal exploitation, but only because of their echnic origin, col-
lidded with the official self-undemtanding of the GDR hased on the concept
o anti-fascism, '™ Genocide, in Raphael Lembin's sense, wan thus to be
gnored, This facr would peofoundly wituence the way the historical nar-
irative of the camp was constructed.

\ Despate the facr thar one of the primary tasks of the VVN in the years
Immedinrely following the war was the memarsalization of this imagmed

[

Mighter, public moneys, especially after the currency reform of 1946, were

suticteny, and o any case most people’s attention was ocuied else-
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where, Berlin loy in rubble, there were food and fuel shortages everywhers,
thousands of refugees from thie areas now ander Polish role were flooding
the gitics, and German soldiers due home from the eastern frong were act
ally being held in Sovies privon camps. Moreover, the sie of atrocity el
was unavailable for purposes of memorializanon, as iv was in wse by th
Soviers as they created another category of vietim in their ®Specil
Camps.™ Thus, except for a couple of memorial stones erected i Oranien
burg proper, and x comgpetition o design a memanal for the park i from
of the castle which falled for Bnancial ressons, nothing much was done
uneil rogu. when a large international demoenstranon in Oranienburg wa
planned for the ffth anniversary of Sachsenhausen’s liberation,
Anticipation of the anniversary coincided with the fooading of t
German Pemocranc Republic on October 7, 148, and the memirl
work previously reserved to the VWN suddenly became a nabonal issuc
Commemaration was no longer merely a marder of remembering dead
comrades, or of reminding the world of the arrocites committed by ch
Nagis, History, under the new regime, was to take oo the dual wask ol
legiumizing the new state, and of proving to the world, and o the newly
mired citigeny of the GDR, that the “new” Germany was also ih
“herter” Germany,'™" To satily this mll order, the wwn af Oranienburg
announced a competition m preparation for the Hifth anniversary of the
liberaton of the camp.m April o to4a, o create @ memorlal, to which
fifty designs were ultimately submmrted, Among these widely varied
designs, there seems to have heen a copsensus on two poings: first, tha
the entire camp complex, including the area of the command headigua
ters or Kemmmandantur and the 55 buildings, should be imcorporated o
the memorial site (implyving that the dissolution of the Speziallager win
planned as welll; and second, that a sart of garden or wooded area should
be planted om the site “to integrate it nta the ity planiing of Crranles-
burg.” The submissions were ranked, a prize was awarded for a design
that proposed o adorn the camp site with “a lovely green meadow with
Howers, surmounded by erees,”™ and then there was silence,™
What had happened? Since no docoments are lefr 1o explam the sudden

paralysis, it can anly be speculated thar money and time had mun shor,
and, mare unportantly, that the siee was simply not yee ready for use, The
last cight Spranallager prisoners weee (o be released on Mach 1o, 1950
The ceremony marking the Afth anniversary of the comp’s liberation from
the Nazis was planned for April 1§, o scant 36 days later, Clearly, growing
a feld of flowers, not to mention erasing fve destruceive vears of lnter
vemng history &0 as 1o prevent ctheir intertening with the new state umage,
was impossible. Other messures would have 16 be maken o obliterare this
unwanted history, After the Spesiallager was closed, the campowas turied
et 1o the so-called Kaserrierte Volkspalized (KVP') or Stationary Peophe's
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Police, who took up residence in the former 55 buildings. Then the great
estruction of the camp began. In less chan five years, barracks and build-
s had been torn down, mose of the crematorin blown up, and part ol
he original walls of the camp removed (creating the fmpression that che
where the cremanoria had stood, and where executions had caken
Hlace, had been visible to the prisoners), The police even planned to install
| shooting range just behind the site where prisoners had been shot and
._ assed. Morsch suspects thar this neglect and destruction were deliberare,
ifRat the second history of the site as o Soviet camp had 1o be suppressed
gand that ies remnane had Giterally to be removed before it could be taken
over “cleansed of its history.™" The VVN onderwent a cleansing of jts
i during these years. It was dissolved by the povernment in the spring
1953, and replaced by the Commireee of the Ant-Fascist Resistiance
hiee undes the direcr leadership of the Sactalistische Einbeits-Partai
tachlonds |SED) or Socialise Unity Party of Germany, the parry of the
nte. While some of the onginal members of the VWS remained on the
Eurmumitten, others whose partv lovalty was in question were banned, What
had begun as an organization for all vicnims of National Socialism had
now bocome one in which the victim had turmed into 2 viceor over fascism,
e very image upon which the GOR had been founded,

“Given the centraliry taken by rhis figure of the resistance fighter in the
unding mythology of the seare, the sies of the former concentration
s ook oo central impormnce as well, What better place 1o corrmbio.
e the notion that thousands of resistance fghrers had fought agains

% regime, and therehy saved Germanys bonor than on che site of
e Bigheers™ suffering and ultimate transcendent erinmph? What betrer
iy to prove o the world the legivimacy of the new anri-fascise state?
w beeter (o demonstrate the collaboration between o new citizenry and
w state n confronring the past than theodgh highly visible, on-site
il commemorations? The political deployment of the camps at
wenhausen, Buchenwald, and Ravensbrick was considered s0 impor-
ity i bwer, that then-President Orro Grotewohl himself founded a com-
fittee, on May 1, 1e5s5, for the construction ol national memorials on
wites. '™
adter vears of neglect and destruction, during which civilians as well as
hee helped themselves vo the bricks, windowe, and doors of the few bar:
ks still standing, the former sie of Sachsenhavsen was much miste
prive 1o 0 now interpretation of histary. The Spesiallager, the memory
wh might have compromibsed the GDR just five vears earfier, had
pen all bur forgorten, and the physical site had been largely: altered
the extenvive demolition, Funds, too, were more readily available,
hotgh niw It had been dechded thar meney for the planned conseruc-
bom of memorial sives was 1o come mainly from cirizens directly, instead
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af from the state’s coffecs. In cally for donatons the people of the GITR
were reminded thar i wasn't they alone who had freed themselves trom
Matonal Sodalism, but that they had been assisved by “thousands of pro
gressive men and women whose resistance had shone like a light i the
night of Nananal Socialist barbarity™ and that these heroes had “saved
German honor” The site was, moreover, 10 be an expression of frieod
ship with “the great Soviet Union . . . which had freed the German peopls
feom Fascism,™'™ People were enconraged to make donations by che nrga
mizers' suggestion that the speecl and generosey wich which o donation
was made wonld signal the donor's relative commitment g0 the state, Thus
the citizen was elficiently and rewardingly brought in line with the priv
leped narrative of the resiscance fighter, By 1961 rthe populanon of i
GDR bad dopared over 1o million’ marks for GOR memoral siees, 6
miallion of which was used to fashion Sachsenhausen into an appropriat
site for ant-fascist Cofmmenoranon.

In v1ag6 the Committee for Antl-Fascist Resistance Fighters affered the
jisby tof n._.u.u__uﬁ.=.___,_.1 the Sachsenhausen memonal site vo Kurt Tansendschidn,
Ludwig Deiters, Hans Grotewohl, and Horst Kutzat, a group of architees
who haed made 6 nomme for themselves with their design for the Buchen
wald commemorative site. In Buchenwald their task had begn to create
memrrial on the site of mass geaves located on the Erersherg vome dis
tance from the actual site of the camp. Upon completion of the memonal
site many former prisoners, regretting thar the memorial made no refer
etice to thelr daly suffering, demanded a historical recomstruction of the
camp, As they realised on their first tour of Sachsenhausen with lurmes
prisoncrs, their task at this site would be entively different, Here the formes
prisoners asked that the wall around the camp be rebuilt, and the remain:
g bunldings and barracks reconstructed, These buildings could then be
nsed to House exhibits depicting the prisoners’ daily lite, thewr suftering
their resistance, thelir orure, and their deach. All nacions, as well an the
Jewish prisoners, were to have their respective rooms; the area whers
prominent prisoners had been mterned would become an international
research center for the histary of the concentration camp, and memoriak
could be erected to moum the dead comrides. Afuee gll, the commines
argued, Sachsenhausen was the site of the 55 Inspection [or Concentra
ripn Camps and should theretore be o place where scientibe mguiry, his
torical remains, and an could coexist as a demonstration of the Nawi
machinery of tereon ™

At chat time the idea of preserving an anthentic site was revolutionary,
Contemporary memorial practices, as the example of Buchenwald shows,
consisted rather in teaning down historical remnanes and erecting in thei
stead something uplifringly monumental, something thar wauld ar once
recall suffering and triumph in a symbaolic fashion while at the same time
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oving from view the unssghrly debris of bstory, At Sachsenhausen an
IBlENCE on Feconstruction came simolineously with the equally press-
g matter of creating a memorial space to impress the visitor and offer a
focil point amid the seringency of docamentation, while also providing

e space required by the politicians who planoed to nse commemorations
khere as media events,

But the nichitects were not happy with thiv twospronged agenda as their
sk, To thewr mingd, as architeces of memonal sites in Germany, they would
o well "t éxpress the overcoming of Nazi mle by teanng down and
aming up the rempanes,” and then proceed to conssruct in a "dignified

nee™ " T their disteess chey decided o visie other concentration
pe to see what had happened to them in the 11 vears since the end of
the wir, At Berngen-Belsen, they found, memaorialization had proceeded o
hieir caste. The rubble of the former camp had been cleared away, and in
it place heather had been planted. Sureounded by its haunting beauty,
they tele, visitors would surely be moved, Onee an Polish soil, however,
ey discovered an entirely different approach, The original huldings of
dschwitz and Majdanek had been priserved as o means of bea riny
pitness to what had taken place there, Thiv other aesthetics of memori-
fization, while new to the architects, made inmuitive sense to them, since
£ original buildings, they reported, ugly though they wiere, did indeed
v o certam effect on the visitor, an effect mereased by the collecrion of
sonal belongings left behind by the murdered—the glasses, the shoes,
ind the eating utensils—not ro mention the mounds of hair and the gold
feech, Suill, the empey buildings were somehow inadequate for simulating
he sounds and smells of the place, or the smoking chimneys. The empty
el did not “give the imoginaton neady oy much nourishment™ as

ould an artistic interpretation of the prisemers” suffering and srruggle. In
e concluston (o their study of other memorial sites, they summed
their findings thus: “In comparing the éxpressiveness of preserved
il el g with that of artistc representanion, the lamer always proves to

B hiperion ™™
| Binck in Germany, the group ser o work on several proposals in accord
pith their newly-guned wisdom. Their final design, approved on June 14,
5 years of discussion and hundreds of drawings liter—was a
pom promitse among the wishes of the lormer prisanets, the aesthetic sen-
plbilicies of the architects, and the poliical and ideological needs of the

ate."" While the committee of former prisoners desired the far-reaching
Peconstruction of odginal bulldings, especially of the barrscks, in arder 1o
pstrate bow the ovigmal camp had looked, the architeces considered this
v oamd naive. Thiy belisved that such a reconstroction would make
S nice” an impression, and would never be able 1o communicare the
Barrors thar had taken place in the camp, Insteadd, a wall with cros-shaped
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openings wis built in'a halbcrele around che roll-call area |Afedipiaral
and the outlines of the barracks char had stood on that sporwere degicin
on the wall. The exchibits that the former prisoners had hoped 1o mog
i the reconstructed bareacks would now be lodeed in o mussenm oo
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the prison camp proper, n the area of the leemer Kosermae
retur for relinguishing the barracks, the committes of former priscmss
wiis granted s stcond-most urgent weh, namely, the ekection ol an impes
ing obelisk representing nor so much their sutfering as their heroie s

rance. The abelisk, called Monumeit of the Mations, seands ot the Far e

of the camp, facing the watch tower, and rising zo meters above i [n 58 sment of the Narops. Obelik, A GDRera memorial. Detail, Photograph by

architectural relationship with the watch tower, it thos responded not ool ajrthoer { v g

i the wishes of the prisoneér commuities, but also tis the arch

o create an antichesis 1o che Maz architecturg of the campy o o
which the frinmph of anci-fasciam could be made visihle

sion e the former Prisansry P

comeliticng, the following elements were reconpiructed: the shoe-ieuing gz " rwatral s,

i a0 extended wection of different sors of pavement on which pris
e hod been |
exhausnion, wearing protorype footwear; a simulation of the high

coinpless wiih death's head and barbed wire: god

..__...,. F RS L

cod to o walk back and foeth, sometimes untl they died

fiar @ mipresmitabon. of the camps




1 Hi Thee German Chiestion

Watldemar Greomele. Statue groap ot Station 2. A GO R:era mesnonial.
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the gallows, There wis a consensos abour leaving the simple cement arch
vver the Z-Sracion, the sive ol execaiions, sassimps, and the ceematoro il

eter all but demohshed ar this pointl, and aboo thi Priject of Lund
scapmg the et of the camp. In addition o the obelisk, two horther mioi
uments were po mark individeal sites, In oot of the Crematoria, o st
group by Waldemar Graimek depiceed the prisomers” sulferme; im0 adid)

tron, Bend Gracty insealled his *Liberanion™ in feint of che obelisk 1 b
tact that Sachsenhausen, m contrast to Buchenwald, hod been liberated
v the “earrect sidde,™ that w, by unirs of the Soviel Army, imade this asso
ciation of mumph and liberabon possible.™™ The neat spapnal divison
berween the aie of the abelisk and the site where che crematoria had ond
soood  further allo
erivimgih

These three serocrores, the obeliak, Graere’s and Griimel's momdrials

demonserate the e bitical and deods ypcal functions that

ed for a0 memorial division between Sorrow and

£ G W
have, Graete's experience shows that only s very specific hpure of the pris

Sachsembanse

Rens Graete Sooiue groop st Obelisk, A GDOR-em Memornal Photograph by the
anthior |

omer wan wanted in the GRS interpretanion of the past. His bt design
Thir prin
oner, he was told, was foo miserible and oo weak, and his apparens rela

tionahip to the Sovied soldiie was wroig, oo, The soldier should appear

glicited anly disgppolniment from the farmer inmates and other.
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maore like o brother-in-arms, since that, after all, was the contemporary
siruationt, Presicdent Grotewohl, himself something of an artist, would
accepr the memorial design only alfer Graetz had made the legs of the
Sovies soldier appear stranger. The final produce, then is, a group of three
sturdy men, two prisoners with their lberator smring proodly dhead,
ready ta shoulder this interpretation of history, Nothing of the miserable
conditions of the prisoners enoountered during liberation wese inplied by
the memarial, nor, for that mareer, was the misery of the Sovier soldiers
whe had fought for somany months ander harsh conditions, And if there
was any hingering doube that anvene other than Communists had heen
held in the camp, it was dispelled by the forry rid triangles, used to wden

rify political prisaners by the Nazis, near the top of the obelisk. Unrepre

sented were thus, to name just the largest groups of victms, the Jews,
Sinti and Roma, the homosexuals, and the Jehovah's Wimesses (unless
some of these were also Communisis), Women, irrespective of their staon,
were not represerted at all, even though many had been interned in Sach
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senhausen, tor the official hiscory held thar women had been intorned
‘exclusively ar pearby Ravenshrick, Graimeks memorial, meanwhile, is a
e _..u_.__w__.,ﬁ_.. depiction of the prisoners’ sulfering, although here oo the
fignres are exclusively male. Their mutual assistance, furthétmore, con-
fures up an image of events that could have taken place only after the [iris-
oncrk had been liberared.
. The symbolic language of the monuments was complemenred by chree
museum nstallations rehearsing the poliveal and wWeological importance
Bichsenhausen was 1o dssume within the GDR. The laggest of the three,
..u_nn."n._.._ outside the triangle of the camp proper on the terrain formerly
_.....__._.E.:..._._. by the 55, was the Museum of the Struggle for Freedom of the
*Furopean People (Meusennt des Freiboitshampfes der eurapiiichen Vidlker)
g was dedicated o the varous resistance fighters of Europe. It was
Cdivided into e different rooms where nations whose cicteens had been
_ru.__n:._...r__ at Sachsenhavusen were each allotted fifey square meters in which
i represent their struggle against the Nazs. ™ The representation of the
i 1;_: ol course, was minutely scrurinized, by Ulbncht himself amony
. and the Aneshesd exhibit was broughe into line wirh the politcal
: _.r._ of the state, clearly articularing Hither's fascism as the soroggle
Aween capltalism and the “other Germany.” In the aftecmath of
tionil Socialism “the hest tradivion™ of anti-fascist stroggle had been
salleed It the GDR, while *the politics of the Adenauer RrwErnment rep-
setnibed o contmuation of the reaceitnary, miliadste, and anti-hununis
ﬂﬁ&rn___._m.uh.

A smaller exhibit mounted in three pars in a restored barcacks wichin
HH priscn camp represents the history of the concentration camp, daily
ife in Sachsemhausen, complete with resistance and hiberation, and finally
he respecrive histories of the two Germanies after the war, The maseer
ative, as m the rest of the memorial site, emphastzes Nanonal Social-
85 a1 monstrous delormation of capitalism and MNaxi persecution as
pativated solely by economic considerations: According o the exhibir,
persecution on the hasis of race did not exist, nor was there a diflerence
paveen Auschwite, bwle primarily as a camp for the mass extermination
af the allegedly racially inlerior, and Sachsenhausen, ariginally, ab least, a
....:_.:_L_ prison. The final two rooms, dedicated 1o the two Germanies,
wrphasized voce agam che continuarion of the Nanonal Socialive regime
i Wiest Germany versus the national rebirch of the “new, humanise™
wny i the GDR which based s political legitimacy on anti-fascism
und the elimination of capitalism.
hance anti-Semmitism and racisn, according o che GDR paradigm, were
£ ot lensier sympeoms of class straggle, the descruction of the Jews was
wrdly menrionod w the exhibie. 1 Jews had been incarcerated, i musy
ve been becanse they were Communisey the faces of tnmares on one

o
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Clth-era moseum ot Sachsenhaosen. Peiall, poster. Photograph by the jutho
DL LT

exhibit poster of the time are said to represent that of the ®ant-fuscis

Accordinghy, the persecution of Jews, or of Sinti and Roma, on the baw
aof alleged racial comsideracions waos seldom discussed i the GDR in the
tg 5o, This mdifference and silence wounld probably have continued had
it ot suddenly become polidcally opportune tor the SED to shine a apsoi
light on the war-time activities of Adenavers secretasy of state; Han
Crloble, in order 1o emphasize West Germanys continuation of the MNa
legacy under a dibberent puise, an emphagis which way o e ar the hean
of the GDRS controversy with the FRG. The trooble was that this spot
tight on the West's secretary of state also dluminated the Norémberg race
laws, since Globke had been instrumencal in cheir formulaton, Added
to this was the fact that the SEDY% accusations came in the wake ol the
Eichminn tral, which had opened m Jerusalem in May of to6a, and
which tself had focused the world's attention on lsrael and che fate of th
Jews. Aguinst this background it seemed scandalous that lseael and the
suftering of the Jewish people were not represented among, the 19 naniom
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in the large international moseum on the Sachsenhausen site and Agured
only very cusorily in the smaller exhibic abowt Iife i the camp.™” T faet,

in January of 1gax, o group of laraelis, the Union of Ann-Fascist Resis-

tance Fighters of lsrael; former internees. af Sachzenhausen, wrote o letter
to the heads of the musenm protesting cheir exclusion. The heads were
thrown nto a-quandary, becouse Germun ant-5eminsm was not @ oopc
thar readily fir ineo the naerow paradigm the museum designers had been
presented with by the SED, and the state of Isruel could hardly be given
i place among the other naslons, since this would be tantamiount to recog-
nition, At the same ome, hiowever, the charge of anti-Semitinm leveled ar
the FRG would ring hollivw should leruel adeuse the GDR of the somne
vice. The only acceptable solution was hnally to ‘create the Mosdum: of
Resistance and Suffering of the Jewish People in restored Barracks. 58 and
34 where Jewsd had been méarcerated during the Holocaust and which
were locared ar the edge of the memorial sire. As Morsch noves, the Jews
were thus once again marginalized. !

The finished Memorial Site of Sachsenhausen was o sore of theates,
fdeally fitred for the function it had heen assigned, o site for mass gather
i@y at which representatives of the government could with an arsenal of
mituals repeatedly demionstrate the guality of 'the GIVRYS anb-fascum as
ittesved by the riumph of it resistonce fghters. The opening ceremony
of the memoral siee st Sachsenhausen way ser tor April 22, ro81, 16 years
and i day afrer the liberation of the camp, Preparations had begun months
garher, Citvzens af Gramenburg had been asked o sproce up their houses
and gardens, if need be wirh the financial help of the state. The rrain
station was renovated, and members of the official vouth organization
Free German Youth (Frede Destsche fugend) formed an bonor geard
feaching from the train stamon to the entrance of the camp. This wasu
chance o demonserate to the world that all wos well in the “betrer
Glermany® in arder o reinforce the desired mmage of overall contentment.
Bt Ulbriche had 1o prevent international visitors from seeing too much,
A fmip ol the state-run Metones, for instance, was canceled bor fearthae
the disgrunded workers would disrupe the smooth exterior countless SED
wlficey had spent months creating. (The face that for some time thpusands

ol people had been fleeing to the West was not improving che image the

president wished the world 1o take home, either} In April the SED's hipe

foe a stop oo the division of Germany was still alive. Indeed, while every

etasl of the festivities was worked out and controlled by the SED, the

dmpression Ulbricht wanted to give o the rest of the world was that his

poantry was in fact capable of a son-partaan consensus and democracy;

thiaik i unibicicion of Germany wider the bander of the SED wauld bring
peace and comentment oo all,
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Alter the mmpressive ceremony ol 1961, GDR imerprecation of the Maz
past remained essentially paralyzed. Anti-fascism had been dehistoricized
turned oo an amalgamate of myeh and povernmental inferest, and all
was well contained wneil history changed course in 198y and the GDR
dissolved under a flood of suspicions, accusations, and revelations, Despire
the centratity of the national memonial site of Sachsenhausen, nor misch
hid been done to preserve the _._:m..__._..__ _“._____“m.__._.n__ during the near 30 yeam
the Wall had swood. " Sometinnes they threw soime paint at the _.,._.1:_“.—...

o woman who has been working ar the campa’ mfermation stand sincs
rgaf told me in the summer of 1gas, “but that was jusl 1o cover up 1h
ror,” Indeed, almost a decade after ehe fall of che Wall, this ror i visibls
everywhere, accentuated by the lush foliage that has grown op around the
site. Where peaple were ance shot, gassed, or borned, nothing remaing
except the caved-n Joundatione of the grommd flooe. “Do ol enie

1y

Haangee,” a large sign warnstoday’s visiars, The semi-circular wall arpund
ghie pisll-call aria, ton, s cordo

il begause of s possible collapse, and
bthe paint s poeling from the buildings in which much ol the comp's
Epaaseum exhibin is sl displaved in it oviginal stare. A newer plagquie just
Courside the gates of the camp ponts o one of thy three mass graves b
he Spezallager victimg, dicovered only atter the Wall came down.

It ds foctunate thar so much of the memanal site a5 conserucred under
DGR rule isoexmane, Because of the museum exhibits and the superimpo
sition of the memerial onfo the ongimal topography of the camp siee, Sach-
aenbinusen roday nor only tells the story of Mational Socialist per i
but also documents the manner in which the GDR conseructed thar history
by adding, reducing, and erasing facts to serve s wdeological and polin
Ceal ende 2 However, for the team of historians and researchiées fced wich
Bringing this disinregrang palimpsest of history in line with contempao-
Cary thinking abour representanons of the past, difhcult questions anse,
Should 0s much as possible of the onginal, *authendc™ camp, as con
structed in a6, be restor ed. the bare bones of the oroginal architecrures
Creconstructed ar the cost ol the park-like memomal installaticns put in
.._t__nnﬂ by the GDR in the lare 155082 Or should the pationl memarial site
ool the GDR be fr pserved i0 e own fdencity dsowitness toothe hispory of
the GDRF And what about the Soviet Speniallager, which used the very
same bwldings as the Nazm camp, but which had, ostensibly ar least,
snterned the perpetratom, and oot ther victims?

The post-unihearion history of Barracks 38 and 39 helps to highlight
somme of the issuey confronting would-be renovators, In Septomber of
tuge, [ollowing a widely, publicized visie by Prime Mimster Rabin of
Israel; alleged neo-Mazts torched what had become known a5 the * Jewish
harracks,” destroving hall of Barrack 38 and leaving the other half, as
well as Barrack 19, badly damaged and in need of reconstruction.*"" The
arson occurred when Germany as a whole was stll reeling from the atcacks
an foreigners in Hoyerswerda in the fall of 1991, and Rostock in the
summer of | goa; wogether with the artacks on Mélln and Solingen, in the
Cwinter of 1992, and the early sumimer of 1o9 3, respecrively, it would come
ti weem a ik o the intemationally noed chaim af ant=Semmitic and racis

wots of aggression that had marked the resurgence of Germany’s radical
sight movement, Public reaction was immediate and contlicred. While
many demanded that the barracks be rebuilt in their “original™ shape, as
an agr of resiscance to racist crimes, others suggested that the charred
rermains be left ax o symbolic protest against anti-Semitism and violence,
The question, in other words, presented el as follows: would the
Rundoing™ of the phisical damage he @ more eflecnive way oo cogpterac
pnti-Semicivm than the preserving of it tracen? Clearly, rebuilding the bar
facks tov reiiionn all traees woild nod undo the face thar they had been see
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on fire. [t would, however, obscure multiple histories, those of the Sovier
camps; and the history of the barracks under Katonal Sociafimm, of the
torching, from ohscuring the one history which those in favar of rebuild
ing felt b be the most important. In one sense, then, the consideration:
came . down o how the varions stages of the site’s lustories should be
welghted. Should the commemoration be of only the Nazi periad of rhe
camp’s history, or shoald it also-encompass the present-day repercussion:
of the recent past?

The question of how o depice the pase, not anly in these specific bar
racks but in the camp in general, led to heated debate during discussions
following the aeson, Controversy arose on two tronts, between the viceims
organizations and the historians, and between representatives of vicrimy
of the Nazi regime and those of the Stalinist regime, Moreover at the
center of hoth confrontations were the same ssues of memaory and history
thar had been occupying Germany since the Historans' debate, i not since
the end ol the war*"*

The kssue of authenticity was rassed on this oceasion as well, The kistory
of Barracks 18 and 19 in this regard was already somewhat checkered,
for ar the msiscence of some former Sachsenhansen prisoners wishing o
retain at least o few “orginal® lnldings in which to portmy daily Life in
the camps, the architecrs of the memorial site had in 1958 reluctantly
rebuile the two barracks with materials remoining feeo the demaslition of
other hareacks. Although che archivects in this reconstruction had pur
posely used materials and technigues to render obyious the barracks’
seatus, there wias no explicie sign to mark them as inasuthentic and very
tew visitors notweed or could mterpret the ditfference in materials or bald
iy seyles ™™ I raking this history into aceount, the discussions in Decem
ber of o9 defined rwo basic amitudes, that of the historians, who
spoke in theatencal terms about representation, “mauthenticity,” and the
ditficulty of re-enacting histonical events, and that of the former prisoners
angl the Jewish community, who argued simply tor imimediate reconstrioc
tron of the barracks. The latrer asserted that it was more imporrant o pres
serve the memory of Jewssh suffering than 1o worry about the relative
authenticity of the bulldings, Besides, they argued, wouldn't a memerial
on the site, as proposed by same of the speakers, not smply reward the
arsonists? Wonldn't an artistle solution further promate forgeiting of the
Jewish vicrims wha weee already sufficiently neglectod since the war? This
liast point was based on the barracks” assumed role of proving to the warld
the persccunon of the Jews and of helping o wach younger generation
“how it was,” and was reqinforced by the face chat the last living witnesses
o camp life are about o disappear und thar with their disappearance his
torical representation itself would become even more fragile and suscop
tible to misinterpretacion. The entire concept of suthenticity, finally, & one
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of degree, at least in the mind of Adolf Burger, a Crech survivor of three
years' imprisonment in ene of the unpreserved barracks. " You koow,™ he
zaid to the people assembled] ot the colloguia, =1 really liked your lectures,
your scientific lecrres, but nonecheles Twould like to ssy . . [the recon-
- struction| is the right thing 1w do, despite all these theones. . . . Genera-
s tions will be able 1o see it A comcentration camp should not become a
sive of great monuments, they didn't exist, they are not true, "5

 Those opposed to a complete reconstructon whe favor instead a thema-
tization of the barracks' complex history, owed their view mo doubis about
* whether "inauthentic™ buildings could perform the task of bearing wimness
Cand teaching. Wouldn'e the very fact of their reconstruction mean that the
buildings would lose the suthormry Benjamin assigns 1o an original objecr,
and thus open the way for revisiandsts o claim that the events depicted
were as inauthentic as the buildings in which the images and artifacis were
displaved? And finally, wouldn't the relarively tame re-enactment of “how
ftwas™ i a musewm exhibic mock the actual horrors of life in the canips?
As Diner pomits oot the concentration camps on Geerman snil present a
lese dramatic vision of Hirlers imdustrial mass murdes, and vet they are
undesstond by many, pars pro tofo, as the Holocause A re-enactment
in Sachsenhausen would therelore skew the historical view considerably
i the direction of rendering the camp experience more harmiess than it
really had been. After long deliheration, and tollowing 4 competition in
which three architecrural firms, including thar of Daniel Libeskind, were
tivited ro participare, it was deaded that the barmacks could be rebuile in
sisch o way as w show their ocoupants’ experience, The winning design
wases the secrion bevond repair in rustng steel, divided wrersally into
*!,... floors of exhibits about Sachsenbausen’s Jewish prisoners,

In judging competing designs for the entire site, the participating histo-
tians had stressed thar the National Soclalist past will reman central,
There will be no mixing of victims, nor will they be equared with one
another: nonctheless, the history of the Sovier Speztallager has to be told.
this purpose an exhibit will be mounted near the mass graves in the
called Zone 11, situated some distance from the ongimal camp. Bur che

understandings and controversies oasioned by these debares, and in
way resalved by the decisions made so far, underscore an important
n:u+== in roday's memorial work. While it often “remembers the
ims,” the needs of the victims themselves, expressed in their sense of
‘the ﬂ_:: and their involvement in present-day polines, are radically dif-
ferent from the needs and attitudes of those engaged in recording chewr
wstory. In this context it is alvo important to consider bow Sachsenhansen
i other camips velate to their immediate surroundings, the communities
i whose midst they have beem erected. In Sachsenhausen (as in Ravens-
Poribek ), these questions are particulurly pertinmt since, with the fall of the
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Wal and the dissolunion of the GDR, the areas of the camp formerly in
conimal af the army have once again been pelinguished for other uses,

The mose difficul and pressing questions o all, then, da not concern the
area where the prisoners had beoen interned, bur rather the remainder of
the sprawling camp, the 95% thar had been aken up by 55 barracks,
sacellite camps, and 55 residences; i short, the site of the perpetrators
Becanse the People's Army had mken over buege: parts of the 55 barracks,
and becmese the inhabitanis of Oranienbure had settled into the forme
55 residences, encogh of the camp’s original nfrasrrucrure had been pr
servied 1o render intelligible, even today, the strocture of the 88 machin-
ery, or. a5 histonan Volkkhard Knigge put i, “the school of murder,™ "
Sachserthavsen fn this regard is unique, for nowhere else; including
Poland, are the remnants of the perpetracors preserved 1o chis exeent, and
nowhere else could suwch o preservabion be as important as in the Mazw
minlel camp. As Morsch explains, the 55 installations around the core ol
the prisoner camp areé part of an enticely new concentrationary philoso
phy, and as such are o crocial piece of the puzale i résearch an the Third
Reich. "

This central significance s at once a Mlessing and o curee, depending on
whether one's interest lies in writing histary, or living unmolested in what
have suddenly become the historically freighted houses of Oranienburg
For the idea that the places of the perpetrators might be of academic and
symbolic importance equal o those of the victims has only gained cur
remcy very recently, For long vears, the only sites considered worth pre
serving were those of the victims, which thus took on the dual role of
cemetery, where victimé could be mourned, and of corpus delice, witnee
to the atrocities committed. The gites of perpetramors; in the meantime,
wete destraved rapidly; tor no one wanred thelr memory preserved. I was
oo parntul for the Mitliafer and thels deseendants to be rerminded of the
perpetracors, who, after all, had come strasghe from the midst of the Vol
gereeimschaft. To the minds of the victims, oily the marally warthy were
rthonght 1o deserve commemoranon, The final punishment for the porpe:
tratirs, then, was o be their amer banishment feem memiory. Accordingly,
the perceprion many people have of “the perpetrator® has been roduced
£ images taken firse from the Nuremberg crials, and later from the pross
and cinema. Schindler’s List, for example, has the camp commandant
Lroeth typify the alleged utrer evil of the S5%-man, The efforty to preserve
what lisrle was left of the Gestapo Headguarrers for the Topography ul
lerror exhibic were groundbreaking, and provaded o new focus an the per
petrarors and their lives, And the face that only a few remmants were lefy
wai emblematic of the dearth of perpetrator relics in Germany, The wide
spread contioversiey in Germany in the wake of the traveling exhilie, War
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of Destrocnion—The Crimes of the Genman Army, which details the
crimes of the Welrrmacht, and Daniel Goldhageén's narestion of atrocities
i Hitler's Willing Executioners, are fueled not least by the replacement
of this well-worn &image of the perperraror with that of “rhe ordinary
™

When the G Volksprolize vacared the huge bists sext 1o the Sachsen-
hausen commemaorative sites not long after unification, the Rrst thoughes
locally were not of perpetrators and their history, however, bot of howsing,
a ‘reflex envively in keeping with the tradimon in the West and the East to
gonvert the buildings formerly inhabired by representarives of the Reich
mio practical vse. To members af the Oranienbury ety council, who felr
pressed, after the Wall came down, to provide accomodation for an ever-
expanding population, the lots were a godsend, The area, ccording tw a
brochure distributed by the development apency of the Scare of Branden-
burg on the occaslon of an exhibit of proposals for the site, could be
tarmed inta a “lively city neighborhood,” wich apartments, shaps, and
EE_._._EE. m order 1o give the ciey center u chance tor a proper new o
gntation.” Aware chat such 2 project would sooner or later have o deal
siﬂ.r the wsue af the eremns previous pse by the 85, the brochore made
following claim, “Since these barracks plaved an imporrant role in the
ird Resch for the 58 puards of the concentration camp at Sachsen-
sen, this fu also o way foroos, towether with the citizens of Oranien-
b come oo teemid with o pare of our past (eim Srck Versangenbed
am bewiltigen), . . . The process shows the readiness of the ciry o confront
thiis difficule topic openly, and thus not to wait for decades, as was mostly
the case in the old federal states, or even o avold confrontacion with the
problem alvogerher, ™"
 The subjece of this exemplary stance, the area for wheose renovation the
Hn_____. of Oranienburg and the staee of Brandenburg announced 4 compe-
tiEion in 1993, was summed up by Libeskind as follows: " The aren
weas repugnant, the camp horrible, the proposed project monserous, ™!
beskind nevertheless submitted o proposal entitded “Dawn of 0 New
g™ with the “o™ of “Mourming™ struck chrough both to empha-
the play on words and to position his ideas wichin a vaguely post-
ruralist discourse. In his brief, the architect announces his rebusal m
lize the area throuph domestication,™ The 85 rerrain, o by mind,
i paradigmatic for the catastrophe of Germany and for the country's
pespomsibility for the future, and as part of the camp’s infrastructure and
context cannot be separated from i To build apartments on such a loca-
wian, o Libeskind's mind, would be onthinkable.
He proposes mstead to dislocate the lormer edangle of the camp,
therchy symbolcally breaking the axes of power thar had radiared our
Arom the cremutoria, the villi of the commundam, and the T-Gebade, or
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Uigied 1
by Breven Crerrard. Codrtesy Soodio Libeskmd

"T-Building, " sear of the Inspection of the Concentrarion Camps. In wha
he calls o' korfroniativer Aksaty. an ._1—4:..:._._ that contronts history
the new miangle thus created would point toward Liheck, the direction
Liteskind  believes the posoners were forced 1o ke on thewr deaih
marches.™ Two areas would be defined by thas re-onentation. [n oone th
buildings, mcluding the T-Building, would be torn down, leaving blx
only their foundarions, which would then be floaded, Libeskind explaing
thist this water, deploved here a5 a symbol of slave libor, wiould cover the
grounds like o lake, and then be allowed gradoally to alier the area’s
undergroond wopography, o process viswors conld witness from wallowava
traversing the arificial lake, Meanwhile, the foundations of the baildings
in the other area would in rurn be buried onder mounds of earrh. I this
realm of weater and earth would be placed u long slab of concrese—ULibas
kind calls it the “Hope-Incision™—on which the tokens of a new soclo
cultural mfrascrucrure would be erected, educatio pies for thi
under- or anemployed, buildings for computer schoals and  indusir
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libraries, archives, a moseam and an ecumenical chapel, What had once
bien a cenrer of destruition would thus become one of reconstruction, a
place, m Libeskmd's ‘words, “that secores for those participiting in
Eermiiiys FeCOnsEriion a job, and a4 safe future, and makes accessible
Lo thern a renewed [picce of] naore, ™

Mot surprisingly, there was much debate among jury members over

Libeskind's proposal, debare that would sinmutely lead the city and i
nvestors 1 a andon the ides of constructing housing on the terrain, In
bt masntme, Dawn of @ New Molojroing, it was concluded, wis too
m._.._nn_._m_.. for Dranienburg, for Brand: ___..___"_n_.: and  probably even o for
Ghermany, since it could be seen m represent a "re-travmarization” of the
wred, ! Nonecheless, Libegkind was awarded Sonderrang or special
mention. “[A] perfect way to pass over my proposal with a good con
Wsctence.” Libeskind commenped. ™ The fimst proee, in the megnome, went
Cto the Viennese archieect, Hermann Crech, whose design included howsing
Chor fully e efcei of CDiramenbn 'S popubation, projected o swell from
w. Az 0o0 to roo000 by the beginning of the next century, Crich’ design
makes no mention ol the area _._m.,._q._ﬂ__........ The issue of the sthick of ¢on-
WNtructing housing onothe former 55 terrain, however, continued oo hawnt
the commirtes, epicially after the worching of Boarracks 3% and 39 had
Wdrawh internatonal ateention to Sachsenhausen. When lgnate Bubis
.-H“...ﬂ.nmm_u_._. his reservations aboui This “domaestication,” the _.._.p;..._”.__:__u.n._..._
ithemselvis withdrew their money, Close proximity 1o g formeér concen
EEALLON CAIm .._.__.__r_ not, sdter ally, be o big selling pomic, éven 1f; as the
enmpetition brief had insrroceed, *che S5-character™ of the place were 1o
be completely eradicated,®’

While the competition had sobved none of the problems of how o pre-
serve the sive, Libeskind's invetvencion bad ar beast temporarily saved the
wrea from obliteratdon. Unosed and unprotected, however, the lundscape

Lol perpetration is beg gns of its neglecr. The buildings are

powly rotting awny and the ares iself has become 8 wilderness:. To
prevent wital d miegration, the Sigfing Brandenburpieche Gedinkstitien
ﬂn‘ requested that the remaiming buildings of the perpetratord be given
S Bmderable Denlmalscbare, or colleceive {miark statos, _.“__..,_..1..._..__._._.__. that
“the buildings must be kepr up and their exreriors nor changed.

For prany ol the citizens . o Lrraniesibiirg, however, this constant dis-
gussion of their environs can begin to feel like harassment. Those living
e oome of the hooses that would be affected by the Ensomble

C Desdrlscdt: were particularly incensed. With signy like "Former 55
| howses—ooday 8 monument?” and *A monoment for the perpetrators!

We nay NOY people living on Diang Strasse, a steeet owo blocks away
brom the camp entrinee, protest what thoy convider to be the law' tcur
whisn ot thelr everyday lives anil propety, The reddenis’ feam are mul-

mgE bO &b
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Sign outidde an “Sh-house® on [Hann Mraswe (1997), Phoaogeaph by the author

aple, It they po against the ordinance they risk being evicted. Visiton
might ask how' they could live in the former houses of murderers, and the
honses, once knowin in have been former Wagi dwellings, might arrac
neo-Mazis. This protese is connected, on the one hand, with eeaditional
iiterpreticion, of memorahzaton, and, oo the other, with the sense tha
living ina former 5% house has suddenly, after decades of peacetul cohals
itation with the phosts of the past, become a stagmua, one thae wonld in
the future bring visiors not only to the concentranion camp but also w
pne’s own frong dono
L3 course these are legiomate concerns, and the sudden cha fHeiE b i

tucde with regard 1o what it meins 1o be Hving in chese houses poinis o
an umportant diference in the way peuple have deale with the Mazi legacy
it the GDE and the FRG. In the West, Verganpetesaubarbaitumnge was
ratsed 1o fever pltch, beginning with the pantul mrerrogarions of the poas
seneraticn, fueled further by the uproar. ceeated by the television series
Holocawsit in 1o7g, and maimeained thionighout the rofos by the variou

history workshops, whick attempied 0o re-creare the commion el

Kackeenbgisen [

experience during National Socialism, and whose fruits include the Topog
raphy of Terror exhibit and the investigations in the Baverisches Viermel,
With the evolving Hnportance  and ...____u.___._:.._____.___ of ideas about ad
“muchentic site," the jdea of Living in-a house formerly oo ipied by 5%
pthicer is indead a horeii vimg tdea to'a = Westerner™

In the GDR the question was never framed in this manner. Since the
regime understood fself s the antisBascist victor FOVETTIINENE, .._...._..n_.___._ﬂ
left ower by the defeated Fascises was war boory, a legitimite inherirance,
g @ token of exorcism,. Snce most of the people living in these
houses were officers of the People’s Army, who had been given the chance
tor by cheir houses 198z and che BT wingls after 19, the senge that
the sot wad legicimured was, of anyrhing, heightened. The *real™ Nazis of
Dranienburg had, according o GDR official legend, been puitished, or
had moved on 10 the “other Crerrmany. "

M course this meant thar the
question of citizens” knowledge of the camps, of their own possible impli
cation i the crlmes, was a provate mutter, Lertamdy investigation into
these martters wasn't rewarded, as was quite literally the case with Anji
Rosmus, nor metaphorically in the sense thar Aufarbeitiene in the West
seemed to imply that one had found ane’s way w4 morally superios iden
uty. To open up the clearly defined area encircling the Sachsenhausen
Memorial Sie o nclude the rooacres of lind on which the 5% had lhved
and their prisoners had worked, would belie the still unt hreatened DS
tion el oitly a small, invisihle prece of Cramenburg had been vaed by
the Mazis, and prove dnstead thar the wall berween citv mnd gamp lad
—.-__lln.n_. ._|__.__.|_.__._-..

The first version of Libeskind’s Dawn of a New Mojulrning, his solu-
tion o this tiwklish problem, makes a grand svmbalic gesture, Tull of con
temparary relevance but bound to render che 55 terrain innocuous within
A few decades. The subterranean remnonts of the husildings o be demal
ished wonld gradually dismtegrate under the steady erosion of his PE-
posed ._m:__.z.__._.__..... His desipn’s propostd "Mourming,"” his working theough
ol the pasty winild be relegated 1o the natore or ™} Adormang ™ o whise
michie its marker intrudes, while a new sociery, formed in part froim the
tntrastruceure built on his Hope-Incision, would be free o lourish. His
desspn, 1 the end, is o narrative of forgetfulness, o vision of a Hede Welt
bl hterally on ehe erosion of the past, The morning in his citle LR s
Purther that the night can be circumvented, that the rtcessary. confronta
ton with the past can be skipped. But this is hardly the hopeful geseure
he intends, While his kleal visitor {s envisioned periodically glimpring the
wradual eliminarion of the past's tracey, and thereby partic IpaEing in ity
ietecting, 11 s ditheale to imagine acrpal prople betng moved in this
manner to pertorm any woerk of mourning as they bustle off 10 the Hispe-
Incision, Rudical as hiv design may be, ir s not new, One recalls that some
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fowur decades earlier the Buchenwald collective had proposed that the orig:
inal sire of Sachsenhavsen be reated in much the same way—a dialecti:
cal artistic cendering of the horrors, in which che Nazi archivecrure was
answered and overcome by the architecture of anni-fascism. They behoved
this would be the most effective way to come m terms with the camp’
history. They accordingly suggesed that ooaces of the 55 be erased in order
to allow for & new society's representation and proposed growing o garden
over mich of the terrain a0 thar visitors’ artention would be focused on
a few landmark memorials,

Morsch himself reflects on this continuiry. *Artiss always tum oo cthe
svmbaolic to bndge the tension between the profamey of the original siee
and the unspeakable horror it represents,” he observes, "and the symbolic
i dependent on the shice of dme in which it ls ¢reated, ™™ And if thai
symbaolism is based, as in Libeskind's first design, on the actual destruc
tion of authentic buildings, then the danger ® great that fn a relatively
ahort cime nothing ac all will be left. Not surpnsingly, the ciozens of
Oranienburg support Libeskind's design, By ernsing the rraces of the 5%,
after pll, and re-onenting the camp’s axes, Dawn of a Mew Mo|ajming
pomts away from the uncomtortably seamless transition between con
centration camp, S5 world, and town, Visitors ta the redesigned area
would thus no longer confront the historical relic as such, bue mther an
urtistic tterpretarion of thar relic. As Libeskind notes, he weants to offer
citizens a chance to confront their hisrory from a dalevantage point, one
thar even thematizes their distance from. the evens. Ths dea, at fese
glance reasonable, presupposes something thae is oot the cese, namely,
that the citizens already know the history of Manonal Sociahsm, char they
are already familiir with the axes of power that Libeskind design
artempts -symbalically o break. Because of the specihc way the past
wis constructed by the GDR povernment, however, Libeskind design,
rather than providing a vantage point from which the past can be recon.
sidered, seems to offer the viewer a way to avaid considering it in the
first place. The public i invited, in other words, to skip a step in it
Vergangembertsaufarbeimung,

In the course of long discussions; Morsch, who wanm o preserve as
much of the orginal sites as possible, and Libeskind, who has agreed 1o
leave the buildings nnrmiched if he gers his Hope-incision, have finind
compromises in-a brand new, expensive désign thar involves a long slab
of concrece oo break the area’s symmetry of rerror, while keaving intact the
buildings that howsed that terroc's purvevors, Meanwhile, untouched by
all- bt g, raing pogd - snow, chose acoial bulldings are crombling away,
and unless the ity of Omnienburg moves guickly, no compromise in the
world will save them, given that ic is estmated thar mose of the buildings
will not survive snother wintee One interpretation of the situarion in Sach
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senhausen mighe be that the City Council 15 actoally usmg Libeskind 1o
turther Hs unacknowledged aim, which is m let the buildings go wo rack
and ruin, and is simply tking advantage of the length of tme needed to
resch a compromise, in the full knowledge that if preservation is post-
poned long enough, the buildings will fall down by themsebves, or will
have 1o be removed for security reasans.

It is a rravescy thar the fare of an issue so pressing and so significant oy
chis has been left up to one small ciry with one small budgee, for the history
of the perpetratoss as conveyed i the enserible ol huildings i and arpund
Saghsenhausen is crucial 1o an onderstanding of the history of the victims.
If the 55-arca could indeed be shved, s use as an importante resource o
the scholarship of the Holocaust would projece the rown’s name beyond

the cicy Lmits of Oranienburg, and ndeed beyond the bpundaries of
Cermany.
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