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r of the Berlin Gestapo's Jewish Desk
immissioner Walter Stock,

_.|___,4_...1_.u._.. ..f._.:..-._" men act in _.__“._.._.__..._u I5 pOWLT.

—EomMunn BURKE

Anything more than the truth would have seemed
too weak
—Ronerr Frost

¢ February rumors of a massive arrest of Jews that would
ermarried Jews this time pulsed through the city. Tensions
On February 26 the Berlin Gestapo's Jewish Desk directof
ik attended a meeting with the Wehrmacht's Armaments
t discuss the replacement of Jewish workers with forced las
1 Poland and Russia. At noon the same day Moritz Henschel,
an of the Jewish Community, appeared under Gestapo ordens
apo’s lewish Desk on Burgstrasse. The offices were swarming
reds of outside police officers in civilian clothing, waiting fo
tructions. After waiting anxiously for hours, Henschel was
fo prepare new task forces and collection centers for arrested
estapo would need five or six first-aid stations, with Jewish
# & number of secretaries, with typewritters. All these ins
I Henschel to the inevitable conclusion: “An evacuation
Pptions © was imminent, *

il voleed misgivings in advance about trving to force the
of lamilies, as he engaged Hitler's S5 division. He hoped
 “Brawny force” by the S5 Leibstandarte Hitler during an
W enrried out in “grand style”’ would stifle any outcry the
L ol intermarried Jews might cause. But he worried that
he German disaster at Stalingrad, with the regime pushing
fotts from the home front, the time was not exactly righ
b this domestic problem with force. ™

HE LION'S DEN

re dawn on the twenty-seventh the Final Roundup was under way.
tapo chauffeurs were at their posts that morning by four for a “big
rm Jewish action.” Every covered truck in Berlin was requisitioned
if the raid.' The S5 Leibstandarte Hitler appeared without warning
factories to arrest working Jews while the Gestapo and street police
od Jews from their homes and the streets—even some on visits to
lin.” Erika Lewine, a feisty young woman of eighteen from a hard-
bble working-class family, remembered that day. Erika worked tor
mens, the giant telecommunications firm, where her shift began at
. She had barely arrived when she heard the tramp-tramp of boots
sing militarylike on the floor above. “Yes,” she heard her super-
gor say. “The S5 is raking all of you, We can’t do anything about

At that moment the 55 strode in with horsewhips in their hands
and begin whipping and shouting, “All Jews out!” The entire Jewish




group, without stepu or ladders, scrambled o get onto the truck. 1o
gether with thousands of others Erika was penned up in the ot
stables of Hermann Goering's air force barracks.’ ¥

"There were two young women from Siemens with us,” Lriha
said. “And when we arrived ar the barracks, they began to talk abous
muaking an escape. | told them that this would be stupid, but they didn s
listen. They were so much in despair they took off running and were
both shot, And then we had to watch the shonting after they wers
both caught. ‘Look at this,’ a Gestapo man said, “so you'll know what
_._n.ﬁﬁ...._u,._m to those who try to flee.” .

“Then the Gestapo sorted the men out from the women.” Frike
_.d_“_._.:_..__.._w.__. “I saw my aunts and my uncles, and all my cousine, my
entire family, for the last time, After that | never saw them ..;:__... Al
my relatives from my father's side were gassed—ewenty-two L.._,:: v
all from Berlin. All of them were taken in this mass action—excem
one aunt, who had already been taken in 1942 g

In another, distant pare of the city Df, Ernst Bukofzer was als
surprised that morning by the 55, He was a Jew wha had been practicing
_m:_..__ when Warld War | forced him to the frone to chare the common
German cause with andther young soldier, Adolf Hitler, Like 11l
he returned from war decorated with the Iron Crass medal for bravery
h.___.m_..wn the war Bukofzer married a German with two daughters and
again practiced law until under Hitler this was again interrupied !

Bukotzer had just reached work when the whole Jewish crew was
ordered out 1o the courtyard. The men at first thoughe they were
expected to load o trock, he remembered. Instead an 55 man, wha
gestured wildly, ordered Bukobzer and his coworkers ra jump onto the
walting truck. They were given no explanation, In the dark one lew
ﬂ::ﬁﬁm to slip away and under the lence, Six S5 men were sent after
him, but they finally retarned, unsuccesstul. Then another offices
checked the workers' names against a list, confiscating their work pes
mits and any sharp objects. One of them confiscated Bukofrer's flash
light. An 55 man gave a warning that guards sitting at the back of the
truck would immediately use their weapons if anyone tried 1o flee
Then they charged off to the Hermann Goeting barracks. Along the
way wr.m...._ stopped for more Jews, even stopping at [actories with anly
one Jewish employee. Ferdinand Wollf, o Jew married 1o 8 German
was picked up trom his job at Warnicke % Bohme. .

Upon arriving at the Goering barracks, Bukofzer recalled, *'we b
ter get our of the ruck—fast. Then we heard one of the drivers ask 4
nearby guard, ‘Are your guns already loaded?” 1f before we had been
ancertain about vur fate, we now believed that our last hour had ces

Inly struck. But the day wore oni neon, afternoon then evening.
here wan no food or drink, There were no tollets. Truck after truck
Jed up, bringing more and more Jewish workers
L “When in the afternoon a number of us men were commanded
Wi rrenches in front of the camp, we were convinced that we were
weling our awn grave. " Bukofzer continued. “Then the temale pris-
were led out in & group, They alsa thought they were to be shoy
buried and began to wail and cry out in fear. Then under the
wpection of the 55 guards and their gloating catcalls they were forced
prelieve themselves in the open trenches,
' Neither Charlotte nor Tulius noticed the S5 wnd their trucks that
ing, or any other signs that this Saturday would be ditheren.
had 1o teport to the police to renew his pass for taking public
portation to wark. Jews had to walk w work except it work was
Jare than six kilometers (Four miles) from home. Dirver's licenses had
o taken from Jews in 1938.% "My husband left st seven in the
ng, saying he would be back at ten,” Charlore said. “But he
In't come back""”
Arriving at police quarters, Julius was ordered o take o seat beside
Wo wamen, each wearing the Star of David. Neither knew any more
he did about what to expect. Then a street policeman, service
gvolver at his side, entered with two maore Jews. DHstrict by district,
ll over Berlin, the regular street police had been requisitioned to belp
g Gestapo and the 55 bring Jews into custody. Without explanation
Wi police officers escorted Julius and the others (o a nearby streetcar.
jow they're even raking the cripples!” lulius heard someone mumble
e ot on. Jews were prohibived from sitting on pu blic transportation,
ind Julius steadied himself on his crutches as the car lu rched brom stop
b top. He schemed sbout getting word to Charlotre and then decided
i trust the stranger who had complained under his breath. He wrote
Pphome number on a matchbox and pressed it into the stranger's hands,
Would you please call my stepmother and say that you saw me heret”
¢ usked. "She is Aryan.”
' By noon Charlorte bad begun to look for Julius. Across from their
Wouse was a grover with a telephone, and she had an agreement with
labicis that he would call there if he needed her. *'The store owners
ere very nice,” Charlotte recalled, “They were truly anti-Nazis—
wecretly, of course.” But Julius had not ealled, and each time Charlotte
fan over, there was still no message.
" Then at sbout two-thirty 1 saw my mother coming,”” said Char-
wete. Someone had called her mother so say that Julius had been taken
with five other Jews to Levetzowstrasse. Fearful, Mrs, Press had first
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denied knowing any Jews when the stranger called. But when he per-
sisted that a Jew on crutches had given him her number, she knew it
was Julius. Charlotte went to the police office for a record of Julius's
arrest. A friendly officer who recognized her told her to g0 to Rosen
strasse,

Across the city center Julius's sister, Erna, was also trying to get
in touch with Charlotte, the German in her life who represented a
possible connection to safety. That morning, as Erna was walking down
Kantstrasse to work, she had been warned by a street policeman to go
back home. Erna had recognized this officer instantly. He had been
saying hello to her each morning on her way to work, and for anyone
wearing the Star of David, a greeting from a German could be a sut
prise.

The Gestapo, secking the advantages of surprise, sought to conceal
its plans. Yet preparations for the arrests required the Gestapo to give
indications to employers and churches, as well as Jewish leaders, and
word leaked out. Ursula Braun said her “family always got word of
Gestapo actions—through, for example, a Gestapo chauffeur, who al-
ways spoke with one of our neighbors.”* Rumors caused one Jew in a
privileged intermarriage to flee Berlin with her daughter, to relatives
in Braunschweig.” Elsa Holzer's Jewish husband, Rudi, was approached
by a friend, Abraham Moritz, who had contacts with the Jewish Com-
munity and proposed that the two of them go into hiding together to
escape the arrests. Rudi refused, saying he had no maney and didn't
want to be dependent on Moritz for help.” Ingeborg Schneider-Lischow
said she received a warning through her former boss, who had *“con.
tinuous contact” with the Berlin Gestapo. Another deportation action
was about to begin immediately, he informed her, and this time it
would include intermarried Jews.? Goebbels fumed that shortsighted
industrialists had managed to warn four thousand Jews. “Our plans
were tipped off prematurely, so that a lot of Jews slipped through our
hands,” he wrote. “But we will catch them yet. | certainly won't rest
until the capital of the Reich, at least, has become free of Jews. 1"

The Gestapo used deception to spread an air of normality until
Jews were ensnared. Werner Goldberg's father, Dieter Elkuss, and other
intermarried Jews had received orders through the mail to appear at
the Labor Bureau on the Fontane Promenade in central Berlin that
morning of February 27. Hilda Elkuss had married her Jewish husband
in December 1933, after they had heard rumors that Intermarriages
would be banned. “That was courageous,”” she said, “‘because in a way
we knew what was coming—and it came too.”

On this day Dieter and Hilda thought that he would receive a new
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work assignment. This was welcomed since Dieter, like Rudi, worked
mely long, hard hours for the railroad. Yet Hilda was on guard.
She had formed her social circle mostly from among intermarried cou-
ples and knew that other intermarried Jews had received similar orders.
We [intermarried Germans] were like-minded,” Hilda said, “and got
0 know each other from the tennis or the bridge club—even before
the war.” Hilda and her circle of intermarried German wives decided
o g0 together with their husbands as a group that morning. At the
pureau, however, they were forced to split into two groups, one of
ewish men, who were loaded onto trucks, the other of the German
Wives, who were told nothing,
. Those summoned to the Labor Bureau that day were either in-
married Jews or Geltungsjuden Mischlinge who wore the Star of
David. Gad Beck, a twenty-three-year-old half Jew who had grown up
with a strong sense of Jewish identity, was among them and was also
pecting a new job assignment. He remembered waiting in the back
of the Gestapo's truck at the Labor Bureau until they were a company
of forty or fifty men. Then they were driven to Rosenstrasse and
inloaded directly into a single room. Gad had grown up in Berlin's
eunenviertel, the Jewish ghetto of poor and Orthodox Jews from
the east, and he knew the area around Rosenstrasse like the back of
is hand.
. The method of summoning Jews to the Labor Bureau made their
frests convenient, and perhaps it also deceived church and Interior
Ministry officials, who had raised concerns about Mischlinge. Eichmann
prdercd that arrested intermarried Jews and Mischlinge be separated
interned at Rosenstrasse.' ““These Jews at Rosenstrasse were sup-
ed to be put on a train, and then no one would have heard from
again,” said Siegbert Kleemann, the Jewish Community's per-
el director, who had organized the Jewish task forces to assist the
stapo during the Final Roundup." They were separated to make it
seem as if they would not have the same fate as other Jews, and maybe
they were to be taken initially to labor camps, where they could be
ieved if complaints warranted it, but from which they were never
posed to return. Goebbels expected some kind of opposition to the
forcible separation of intermarried couples, ' and deception might help
throw these opponents off-balance, at least until the Jews had been
shipped out. When Hilda and her friends asked the police about their
sbands, they were told to return the following day. They waited
ietly, but on the following day the police still had no information
r them.

Gad didn’t remember being afraid when he arrived on the Gesta-
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po's __n._E...r at Rosenstrasse 2—4, surrounded as he was by a familias
Hﬂwﬁ.:ﬂﬂnﬁu_ This, the oldest part of the city; _n_.._:.:m._u..m_.,r to the
S }E.H.ME_J: _._.__“_M.EH.:..H_”_ Jews had first congregated in Berlin, i

S ol spreading the Great Plague, the Jews were driven ous
ob Herlin, not to reappear for four centuries. By the early twenrietl
century there were neatly a quarter of a million Berlin Jews, but _=_._..h
in 1943, they were soon to be virtually wiped out once miare, '

0 _.._.E En_nu_w around m.n_.m,mz_:ﬂnmﬂ was & place of community and
inﬂﬂu, _mnEH.: ng 1o Gad .H._.__.m area was the center for us Scheunen

el Jews, _._.a.mu__“_._ combining a sense of irretrievable loss witl;
romantic prophetic vision. It was a Jewish section, something that ;
hard for a Berliner twoday to imagine. The Jews lived and rh.._m the ;
shops there, and that whele area lived from these lews. There ik
anly small bakeries and textile shops. Nothing grand. There E“JE,..:_.

B café there or two that only Jews used. During the week all the __,_"._&_.
went to the Jewish schools on Auguststrasse or Grosse Hambur ot
m._:umma I toa went 1o school around the comner from .m.__”_mq:m_ﬂn.._”,_,_.ﬁ
ﬂ“um_wn Hamburger Strasse. Every day | took the train to H.Hm_..“_ﬂ..vn.r_“.___
T “_ et, where I got our, and saw Rosenstrasse. Behind it was rhe

eiereuter synagogue, which 1 attended for years and years, Friday

n..ﬂ; Saturdays this area was ruled by the presence of Hme. 8 _..:.
hilled w_.u._ streets to and from the synagogue, il

Gad was curious when he arrived th |
senstrasse. Who was there? Did he r:ﬁin__ﬂm“”w”ﬂ#._ﬂnﬂamzwnu._ _.r_
who H._m}mﬁ had associations with the Gestapo," he said, “'He “.,..,_Hp.z

negative because | knew of g relationship he had to a __n..,__..h.m_._ EE._,,: .
the nm_.?nmqa::m. He looked at me and saw 1 looked very sporty .h.._ .“,
mormning | had dressed 16 make un impression, with long Ewnr.rn.mw
and riding pants. So this man looked at me and said, ‘You will be .
orderly | _5..___.., will look out here, so that everything mn_.nw.u guriet =_.L __H””
H._Em_mmr..ﬂdﬁz calm, so that everything here can develop mE:n_.,T_..___. '
e ?.__MEW. _nm.nﬂmﬁn_ requisitioned the help of an unprecedented number
Skiewh | .n:“_.:up.::ﬂ n..h..F.._q_E_.,wmm tar the Final Roundup. Each received

. iﬂ.ﬂﬂ .ﬂ_.,:::. un_ﬂ; signed by the chairman of the Jewish Com-
e ¥, with the seript: “The person showing this 1D s protected from

t wnﬂaF._.EE:vn he is employed for urgent reasans. In case of douk

call _.__._...._:mmnm ot Commissioner Walter Srock 11 "._.,_._,.p.._u, em FE.F_“__ “__
the Jewish .__ua_._._:.EE.J, forced into Liestapo service wore En__"_n_,.u.._.,_up..:,_:

HH:HE qur a number, o alert the police not to arrest them for the

Dmh.n_n: of this operation, even though they alsa wore the Star of

"1 ton becamve an orderly, with an armband.* Gad whisperad. He
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reminiscing now, back in Berlin, where alter eighteen years in
tiel he had returned to live. He felt more at home in Berlin, he aaid
it he brought to mind Robert Frost's line “the hearr 15 sull willing
paeck, but the feet question whither”'}. “As an orderly,” he continued,
(had the armband and could enter the vartous rooms in the building.
i that's the way | met my sister, Miriam, who was arrested [rom
Wtk at Siemens. And then | found my father, who was also there,
| he was rotally broken.”
| Woerner's father was aleo imprisaned that day along with Gad Beck
wd Digter Flkuss. When Mr, Goldberg hadn’t returned by carly eve-
g, Werner and his mother began to fear the worst. Werner set out
find him. The Fontane Promenade in frone of the Labor Boreau was
pserted, bur across the street in a park stood a small group. They told
grner that trucks had taken the Jews away that morning, but no one
bew where, So Werner started off again, questioning each person he
ssuntered. Someone said the Jews had been taken o Clow, the re-
closed entertainment center. At Clou, howsever, Werner wa
d on by veports that Jews married to Germans were at

s stly women, “'Cutside the building the sidewalk was blocked off,”
¢ pecalled. “Policemen stood across the street from the crowd that

il gathered and prevented anyone from getting through. About
ity policemen, positioned about ten meters from each ather, formed
. across the front of the building. And the people in the crowd
ited: hindered from any kind of contact with persons inside. We had
irtually no notion at all what was happening mnside.”
What's going on?” Werner asked a policeman who stoed there.
‘think my father 12 there. ™

“Write down his name,” the policeman replied. He ook the name

G Werner and gave it to an 55 man at the door,

" “Shortly thereafter he came out and nodded,” explamed Werner,
New | was certain that Father was behind the wall."" Werner called
8 brother and made arrangements to take shifts with him, standing
il an the street. From then on Werner and his brocher took turns
atching the door day and mght, There was only one door, and if their
jther left, he would have to leave through it,

I that first evening of the Final Roundup, Elsa was desperate for
pews about Rudi, When she searched her memory to locate in time
hiat day when she feared she had lost him, she remembered that they
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had just celebrated her thirty-ninth birthday. Normally Rudi returned
by two o'clock on Saturdays, but she expected him to return as much
as an hour later this Saturday. He had an insatiable sweet tooth and
bought sugar on the black market from a source near Janowitzbriicke
He would go there after work, he said, but be back by two-thirty.

“Well, it turned three o’clock, and then three-thirty,” Elsa said
“Already at that point I had terrible fear. I didn’t know where my
husband was or where to look. | thought perhaps that he got into
trouble for buying sugar. Then I reproached myself, thinking, No! We
won't eat sugar anymore! Then I thought I should have asked hum
exactly where at Janowitzbriicke he would be, so | could find him. Then
| waited a little longer. We had no phone. I thought I might start out
Then 1 thought, If 1 go now, maybe he’ll come and I'll be gone. 1 got
sick. I had made potato soup that evening, and since then | have neve
cooked it again. At ten | simply couldn’t stay at home any longer. |
pulled my courage together and rode down to Bahnhot Friedrichstrasse
where Rudi worked. There at the station a man came out of the glass
booth, as he saw me coming, and said, ‘Mrs. Holzer, 1've waited for
you. Here, take your husband’s things.

Elsa’s intensity grew as she began to recall the strength it took to
ask, “Where is my husband?” She whispered the question fiercely
now, the way she had finally taken action. “The Jews were all taken,
she heard him say. “The S5 rolled in here like fire trucks and bundled
them off. 1 don’t know where to. They're gone now. Please take his
things home."”

Rudi’s winter coat, his street shoes, and his briefcase were still
there. There had been no time for Rudi to take them. That meant he
had only his wind jacket. On the street Rudi often wore the wind jacker
over his winter coat, because his winter coat had no Star of David. At
work, among his Jewish colleagues, he always wore the wind jacket
with the star. Elsa had smeared it with cinders untl its bright yellow
turned grayish. She half feared to take his clothes as if admitting that
was all that remained. Home at midnight she couldn’t rest, “In my
head was only ‘who, what, when, how, where,” " Elsa said. "] thought
I would go mad. Where was | supposed to go find my husband 7"

FoEF

At ninety-three Dr. Ernst Bukofzer still remembered well the night
he had spent on the cement floors of the Hermann Goering barracks.
There were no windows, and when the huge doors stretching the entire
length of the barracks were pulled down, it was pitch-black. Hundreds
of people spent the winter night on cement there, without blankets.
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Many reckoned with the ends of their lives; a number suffered nervous
breakdowns. The sorrowful murmuring and wailing continued
throughout the night. Many yearned for word from their loved ones.
Bukofzer himself had last seen his mother when the Gestapo took her,
tossing her “like a chopped log"” on the truck. “At least I knew my
wife and children were safe,” said Bukofzer. "By contrast, this was the
worst for my fellow sufferers, who did not live in intermarriages.”
In the morning the huge doors at the Goering barracks were sud-
denly flung open to the bright light, and the place began to swarm
with S5 men, lesser officers, and their assistants. Hauptscharfithrer
Karl Krell, an unemployed baker who had found work for Berlin Ge-
stapo, was the director of this detention center. He ordered Jews married
to Germans to step to one side. A Jew married to a German who had
divorced her in 1939 told Krell that she had three children and that
the father was no longer there to care for them. “That doesn't matter,”
Krell retorted. ““Your husband could also be put into a concentration
camp!” With that he waved her over to the group that would stay
behind. '* But when his back was turned, she slipped into the group of
intermarried Jews, along with Ernst Bukofzer. Around midday the

Haupltscharfiihrer Karl Krell, an
unemployed baker who found
work for the Jewish Desk of the
Berlin Gestapo arresting and
deporting Berlin Jews,
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intermarried Jews were loaded onto a truck and taken to Rosenstrasse

There a crowd flooded the streets, spilling back to the Spandauer
Briicke. Most people did not work on Sunday and were free to come
and go as they pleased. In front of the building people surged back and
forth. As Bukofzer got out of the truck on Rosenstrasse, he caught
sight of his youngest stepdaughter. “Impulsively 1 waved,"” he said
“Thereupon a guard gave me a kick in the seat so hard 1 almost fell
over, and | hurried into the house with the others. But | now knew
that my relatives were informed about my fate. That gave me a certain
calm. Someone was there for me.”

Just around the corner and within earshot of the crowd on Ro
senstrasse was Burgstrasse and the Jewish Desk of the Berlin Gestapo
A few salvos from a machine gun could have emptied the square. The
law forbade all public gatherings, and the Gestapo registered every
incident that looked even faintly like a hostile gathering. Now they
searched in vain for organizers of the protest." .

On the first day of the Final Roundup the Gestapo, the 55, and
the street police seized and imprisoned five thousand Jews. On Sunday
all day long for the second day, heavy trucks plied the streets through-
out Berlin, their canvas canopies only thinly veiling the outline of
tightly packed human cargo. Coworkers and neighbors lowered their
gazes, wrote one Jew who went underground when he saw the caravan
of trucks on his way to work that day. ' Charlotte Israel remembered
once seeing people rub their hands in pleasure as the Gestapo shoved
Jews on their truck. History was being made, and this was a necessary
part of it, the regime promised.

For the Weigert family the story of Rosenstrasse became a col-
lective memory, told and retold. In Mrs. Weigert's Berlin apartment
more than forty years later, it brought them together again, as Mrs.
Weigert and her children, Horst and Helga, relived it. Occasionally
their individual memories contradicted one another, but together they
wove a narrative, like a tapestry, from the events each in turn expe-
rienced.

Helga Weigert was an eight-year-old Mischling at home with her
German grandmother when the Gestapo arrived on the second day of
the Final Roundup. “Dress the child warmly, and give her some milk
to take along,” the Gestapo said. While the grandmother dressed Helga,
Mr. Weigert arrived. He and Helga's brother were also on the Gestapo's
list. But without waiting for the brother, the Gestapo drove off with
Helga and her father to the Levetzowstrasse synagogue.

“When we arrived, we had to identify ourselves,” Helga remem-
bered. *“You were categorized and put with your group.” Parents were
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geparated from children; spouses were separated from each other. Jews
“who tried to move out of their group to meet friends or family were
beaten by a Gestapo man with a cowhide whip who screamed “dogs!”
and “lousy Jew!" at them. A German man who had come to the
ynagogue to talk to his Jewish wife made it to the balcony where the
group of Jews in intermarriage were held. From there he was kicked
50 hard he tumbled back down the stairs.'® Geltungsjuden who were
married to Jews or were members of the Jewish Community were put
with the group of Jews married to Germans.
“After a while we were put into a truck and taken to a building
that turned out to be Rosenstrasse,”” Helga said. She was in the same
building with her father but separated. ““Some of the children separated
from their parents weren't even old enough to go to school yet,'" she
emembered. ““One was rolled up, about the size of a soccer ball. Many
had been plucked from the street as they played or walked to school.
Of course the parents weren't told what had happened.”” Forty-three
abandoned children called the Jewish Community in search of their
sarents.” Julius Lewine, an artist who worked as a helper at the Jewish
mmunity and was himself to die in Auschwitz months later, found
two deserted infants. Making the rounds of the various huge collecting
wenters with an infant in each arm, he called out over and over again
for the mother. After a half day's search he finally found her, and
reunited them for the trip “east.”*!
Mrs. Weigert was at work that day when she got a call from her

sther: The Gestapo had been there to take her husband and small

ghter. 1 ran, ran, ran back home,” she remembered, “and from
here I ran to Levetzowstrasse synagogue. | rushed up to go in. [ wanted
to see if my child was there, and my husband. But 1 wasn't allowed
lin1 5S men stood in front of the door. One said, ‘Get back. People are
being transported from here.” "Where will I see my husband again?’ 1
sked. “Wherever he goes, 1 will go. So I have to know.’
" “And then I just waited there at a little distance to see what was
‘happening and who was being transported, and then 1 saw Jewish people
were shoved into the truck brutally. I was horrified. | had terrible fear.
| tried again to enter the synagogue, saying, ‘I've got 1o find my next
of kin.’ They stopped me again. Then I tried a third time, and one of
the 55 men took hold of me by the arm and said, ‘If you don't disappear,
1 will throw you out.’

“And then 1 withdrew and, in terrible fear, began to make a scene
there on the street. | was infuriated and cried out again and again:
‘Help! Help! Help! What's going on here!’ | myself wasn't sure what
was happening to the Jews; one didn’t believe it. The street was totally
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empty there where | was, except for the synagogue. And then a woman
approached me and said, ‘Hey, don’t make a scene here, or it will get
much worse! If you want to do something, don’t do it here alone. Go
to Rosenstrasse. At Rosenstrasse you will find a number of people with
the same problem you have, who are gathering together there.’

“So | went there and walked around, looking. And there were
many people who were experiencing the same thing I was! And then
| saw my sister-in-law. My husband’s brother had also been arrested
that day, so she had also come to Rosenstrasse. Her family and ours
lived in the same house, one above the other. Later we went home
together. 1 had a son there, and my mother, who was already over
eighty, and if | hadn't gone back, she wouldn’t have known what 1o
do. But my sister-in-law and | agreed to get up at the crack of dawn
to return.”

All day the Jewish intermarriage partners and half Jews kept pour
ing into Rosenstrasse 2—4. They were mostly male Jews married to
German women and a lesser number of Mischlinge who wore the Star
of David. About one hundred women or girls were there.” Inside, 1
became harder and harder to move around. Forty men were squeezed
into a room of twenty square meters, so that they could only sit or
stand in turn. When not standing, most crouched or knelt on bare
floors: some had a bale of straw or two, others an old mattress. In one
small room the younger prisoners stood the entire time, to give the
older ones a chance to sit. An older man, distraught and hungry, died
of a heart attack.™

Erika Lewine was in a room with other women, including an actress
about forty years old. Erika recalled fondly that “once in a while she
acted out something or played, so we could laugh. I know she wore a
ponytail and had black hair—straight as an arrow. 1 still see her sitting
in front of me on the ground. These are pictures which one never loses
Another woman in the room always whistled tunes for us, so that we
were a little bit distracted. She could whistle hundreds of tunes—
splendid!

“We didn’t have a toilet. Only a bucker, in a sort of closer. All
the women got their periods because of the excitement. We couldn’t
wash ourselves; we had nothing there; we were totally covered with
dirt. Then | forced myself to carry the bucket out, nose pinched shut,
s0 I could put one foot in front of another.

“And there 1 saw my father in the hallway. He almost fell over
in fright because he thought 1 was at home. He said, ‘I'll give you my

bread.” Our only food the entire time was dry bread with marmalade
I said, ‘No, Dad, you eat it please.”
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Ernst Bukofzer was crammed into a small room on the third floor
that faced the street. “1f 1 stole a glance through the window 1 could
becasionally catch a glimpse of my wife and daughters among those
passing back and forth on the street,”” he said. “Several times | could
ko determine that crowds were scattered by the police.”** Gad Beck
wnembered being in a room with his father where the floor was so
thick with people that ““we squatted on the ground, because there wasn't
pugh room to even lie down. Beside me was a very nice young man,
Johann Siegel, very well dressed in comparison to the others. 1 dis-
tavered that this family had a villa in Griinewald and that the man
was an accomplished biochemist.”
" As an orderly Gad Beck was allowed outside the building. “On
hat first evening of the arrest there was a crcle of people on the
treet—maybe about two hundred,” he said. “No massive wall. On
he second day there were already more standing there. And there |
scovered my mother and her four Christian sisters. All of them
ourgeois Germans. They stood beside each other, and said: ‘We
vant our husbands back!” That was the heroic act of their life. They
n't have anything more to lose. Their husbands had just been
Gad’s mother had brought a small package of food for Gad, his
¢, and his sister, Gad took them in. Other family members also
Brought packages for their imprisoned loved ones—food, toiletries, love
tucked in butter sandwiches—and kept insisting that someone
ke them in. Some of them wrote names on their packages and then
them at the door. Gad, who later became involved in efforts to
e Jews,”® recalled that at Rosenstrasse, 'l was happy. Everyone
Jooked ar me and said, ‘He's the orderly; he’s the one who comes and
Soes, in and out, and takes care of business.”
Among the crowd on the street Werner and his brother had con-
inued a twenty-four-hour vigil. Others also remained through the
t. Suddenly an open jeeplike vehicle of the S5 Leibstandarte Hitler
rove up; four members of the Tall Guys Club—the nickname for the
Leibstandarte, which required its members to be at least six feet tall
—were supposed to disperse the crowd. There in the front seat sat
er's old classmate and childhood friend Karl Wolf. Werner rushed
r and, taking Karl by the arm, said, ““Karl, you've been sent to me

FE
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from heaven.

“Why?"" said his old friend, embarrassed by Werner's reappear-
; _:?:. father is imprisoned in there, and | need your help to get
him out. Can you help me speak with him?"



RESISTANCE OF THE HEART

“Look, I can't talk to you here,” said Karl. “Here’s my card. Call
me later.”

On the evening of the second day of the Final Roundup, Anton
von Kryshak, a regular street police officer who had been at his job
since before the Third Reich, received orders in the afternoon to guard
a Jewish collection center at Rosenstrasse 2—4. "l had to report at about
eight in the evening at the Rosenstrasse detention camp, armed only
with my service pistol, to relieve five members of the SS, wearing black
aniforms,” he said. “1 was very astonished that 1 was not given in
structions on how [ was supposed to replace the S5. 1 had the impression
that the people had longingly awaited my appearance and wanted to
leave the detention camp as fast as possible. The next morning, around
eight I was replaced by about twenty members of the city police.
were astounded to find that | had spent the entire
the least incident.”"*

Kryshak received three days of vacation because there had been
no escapes. The story his superiors later told him was that each Berlin
police district was supposed to have sent a policeman to Rosenstrasse
but only his did. Perhaps those planning the Final Roundup did not
have plans for police guards around Rosenstrasse for more than two
days and had to improvise quickly.

They
night alone, without

On Monday, March 1, the Gestapo continued to arrest Jews at their
houses and on the street. Children were also taken. On Uhlandstrasse
in Wilmersdorf a nine-year-old child attempting to flee was shot and
wounded by an S man.” Wally Grodka wrote in her diary: “Close
to Bayernplatz . . . in the evening hours the S5 tries to pick up two
children, whose parents they already hold. One was thrown into the
car. The other ran off. He ran a few steps and lay crying. An 55 big
<hot had shot him in the knee, to hinder him from fleeing. "™

Gerhard Braun, a nineteen-year-old Geltungsjude, was home that
Monday when the Gestapo came for him. He had recently gotten
engaged and had attended school with Stella Kabler, the infamous
Gestapo “catcher.”®* After the war he became a professor in Berlin
and together with his then fiancée, Ursula, they raised five children
Like Gerhard, Ursula was half Jewish. But she was not a member of
the Jewish Community, was not required to wear the Star of David,
and in turn had not been arrested. Gerhard had been sick in bed on
Saturday and so escaped the S5 arrests at work. Now, amid “wails and
cries of my mother,” he too was taken.

At Rosenstrasse the minutes passed slowly, uneventfully. To
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cover from
he mattress the Jewish Community had placed in the room and marked
 with a pencil like a chess board—a chess board he still had in 1985.
sing pebbles as chess pieces, he and his fellow sufferers were able
pmentarily to forget their plight.* To eat there was chopped cabbage,
nd more cabbage. The Jews waited in line for the food for up to three
surs in front of clogged toilets that had no doors. “ have never eaten
hopped cabbage again,” Gerhard remarked. Another Jewish inmate
gmembered that there was a lot of confusion. One marning & about
i, for example, the inmates received potatoes and sauerkraut.”* There
was no information about what was to happen next. Now and then the
estapo held roll calls. Occasionally Gerhard also heard the protest
utside and took hope. “The Jews inside had already seen their partners
glding to them through so much hardship that they were hardly
tounded at the action outside. These [German] partners had proven
ey would hold fast this way on an almost a daily basis, if not in such
public and obvious form as this.”
" In an attempt to keep people away from Rosenstrasse, where they
ould see an illegal crowd protesting, the city closed the closest elevated
gin station, Bahnhof Borse. It was of little use. People willing to
tfy Gestapo orders and death threats would walk the extra mile. Mrs.
eigert was on Rosenstrasse with her sister-in-law. On the street
here were small groups of family members,” she recalled “Then we
pread out on the street, in front of the building, and we marched back
ad forth. There we said, in chorus, “We want our husbands back! We
it our husbands back!’ Yes! We simply wanted to get our husbands
k. "My sister-in-law and I weren’t even sure if our family members
ere really there. That was only what we had heard from the general

horten the hours of uncertainty, Gerhard tore part of the

| Unsure her husband and daughter were really at Rosenstrasse,
frs. Weigert chose to protest there anyway. There was solidarity and
grhaps safety in numbers. Mrs. Weigert had heard of protest as a
m of political influence. She recalled knowing something of Ma-
atma Gandhi's mass mobilizations, and she was indignant. Her family
ad been violated. Something had to be done. Some of the women
fotesting on the street would have known about or even personally
wperienced the frequent Communist and Socialist street protests dur-
pg the Weimar period, to say nothing of the specifically women's mass
prisings and politically orchestrated street actions against World War
and on behalf of women's suffrage.

Gerhard Braun’s mother had called her son’s fiancée, Ursula, at
work, and Ursula went as quickly as possible to Rosenstrasse. “On the
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strevl there was never any news about what would happen,” she e
membered, “And so the only thing to do was 1o yoan the crowd w e opinion ol an American 055 informant, damage in Berlin on March
hope. We were forced o go agumst the law,"" sald Ursula, who ne ‘was greater than in all former air raids combined. One thousand
before or after that has felt so compelled to disobey the state sponly; pople were reported killed ourright, while maore than three thousand
She described the energy that caused the women to group together a thought o be severely wounded. Berween three thousand and
protest as the “courage of despair,” saving that it was the most urge thousand homes were destroyed. The raid “resulted in a great
sense of emergency that drove us. We knew what we were facing s : | of anxiety on the part of the inhabitants of Berlin, who realize
[ had met Gerhard through my sister, who was married to Gerhand only o beginning has been made,” wrote the 0855.*
brother, My sister and Gerhard's brather were taken by the Gesta The building st Rosenstrasse 2-4 shook and wobbled, the walls
in 1942, along with their two-year-old son, and we never heard fro addered, and the rooms, berween short pauses, lit up as brightly s
them again.™ | never stopped to consider whether going out on () pmidday. Like other Jews and intermarried Germans, Gerhard Braun
street would help bring the men back.” she said. “Buat our motivais 4 sembered conflicting emotions about the plunging bambs that night.
for being there was 1o have them back! | met a woman there w B clonrly recalled his terror as he was stuck on the third Aoor at
didn’t know me, and we madé an appointment to meet there the ne genstrasse, on one side, while an the ather side he hoped that the
day. "’ Htish bombs would overwhelm his mortal enemy, the German state
its supparters. His flancée, Ursula, also had clashing feelings. “'COn
ane hand were fury and hate against the Nazis, who deserved the
Evenings m wartime Berlin were dark. In compliance with blacke ek, and on the ather side there was terrible misery all around each
regulations that made the city a harder targer for RAF pilots 1o lin (us—the screaming people, the hellish fires.”
not s0 much as o single hght was permitted to shine through an apar L For Jews, bombings could come as moments of grace, leveling the
ment window . reme social hierarchy. Six hundred thousand German civilians died
Looking back, Berliners were to remember the evening he raids, and Jews of coursé also faced this danger. Yet as long as
March 1 as “the first big air mid.” It foreshadowed the degree bombs fell. the Gestapo were in bomb sheliers. The persecutors
bombing 19 come, but March 1, 1943, was stll a loudly proclaim afraid and waited out the bombings helplessly. Cocky Gestapo
“Day of the Luftwaffe,” a celebration of Goering's air lorce. The enem g eved the sky nervously and dashed to the shelters the momem
the Royal Air Force (RAF), alsp knew this, ! ait-raid sirens blew. Some Jews even escaped duning these moments,
At about eight-thirty on the evening of the Day of the Luftwallg Wl there was rejoicing among Berlin Jews at the news in 1943 that
the air-raid sirens began to sound. Merve-racked Berliners crept i fifer hod been killed by a bomb. The death that dropped from the
basement shelters, s dozens of housey exploded and lit upin the fami i might strike anyone and seemed more tolerable for threatening
Hundreds ol people were bumed, sulfocated, ar buried under ruin wryone, not just Jews. As Loete Paepcke wrote, burdens borme by
Cathedrals, monuments of culrire, museums with ancient 1reasures sne in the community are lighter than solitary burdens that
what had mken centuries to establish—disintegrated in minwtes tk and separate. ™ Like the Jews, Charlotte lsrael wanted o see
Rosenstrasse lay in the middle of che city, where most of ¢ pegime smashed. 1 always had such tear about the air raids,” she
RAF's bombs fell. At the first hint of attack the 55, Gestapo, ard pal “But on that night | thought, That serves them right! | was so
guards Aed the bullding, having nailed the windows shut, The | paged. | was together with a few athers, who got down on their
staved put, awsiting the mercy of gravity and chance. Bombs pepper pees and prayed. | could heve laughed in scorn! But then | thought
the vicinity; one explosion followed another. Across the Spree, ol iy husband, who was locked up at Rosenstrasse, | knew they would
Unter den Linden, the opera house was hit. St. Hedwig's Cathedrall bt be able to leave the building.
where the Catholic priest and cathedral provost Bernhard Lichtenbeng & After a long hour the bombing was over, tor that night, Entire
had prayed for the Jews in open services, took a direct hit and mong ks lay in ruine, but somehow Rosenstrasse 2-4 remained un-
or less disappeared, Nearby, the horse stables of the royal palace wein puched, o sign that "God wad with s after all.” said Eniks. Werner
destroyed, Kanigstrasse collapsed in a strevch of blazing ruins. A wing wldberg's father wax still lying on the bare floor after the bombing

M Goering's nearby Luftwalfe headquarters was struck and burned. In
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when the door opened and someone with a flashlight stepped through
“Goldberg!" a man called. Without knowing who called, Mr, Goldberg
got up and stepped over about thirty people 10 ger to the door. The
man with the Hashlight grabbed him by the arm and led him down the
stairs, There an officer pressed into his hand a folded page thar b
determined to be a release form. Goldberg and other men from pov
ileged intermarriages—1those with children who were baptized mem

bers of the Chnstian Church—were released thar mghe ™ Whe women protesters later described him, tried to order the protest-

The Goldberg fanuly lived to the south in Wilmersdort, a well o go home, Unsuccesshul, he retreated 1o watch the situation from
to-do section ol the ¢iry favored by Jews, miles from Rosenstrusse I p the curtains in a café across the street, which was alsa host 10
tock Mr. Goldberg several howrs to get there, picking his way through
burning streets, collapsing baleonies, and shattered glass. A rerrible
odor of burning and sulfur hung over the aty for hours, and peaple
struggled o pull furniture or other belongings from the burning build:
ings. “At tour-thirty the doorbell rang, and there stood my father,

covered with dirt and ashes, unshaven, and almose starved,” remens
bered Werner

dng bombed-out house, not yet cordoned off, to peer into the upper-
b windaws. Alfred Schneider, a skinny, boyish barber turned 55
b, 2 & member of the Berlin Gestapo was in charge of overseeing
Mews ot Rosenstrasse 2—4 from his office by the entrance on the
und floor.® He always wore his 95 uniform, slammed doary,
Buted orders, and made extra noise with his boots when walking

W this “pencil, this nobody who wanted to be somebody,'” as one

Wy protesters warming themselves,
On various occasions the guards brandished weapons and ordered
\pretesters to Cclear thie streets or we'll shoot.” The protesters ran
the shelter of doorways, and some took refuge under the nearby
fmobtle bridge over Spandauerstrasse. But within minutes they
gan streaming out again and took their places. Again they were
dered when the 55 suddenly leveled their guns and shouted, “Get
o we'll shoot ! Again the troops of protesters soon fooded back
B Rotenstrasse, “When they thredtened to shoot,'" Mrs. Weiger
pesbered, we ran in separate directions. so that they couldn’t get
uE at once or would think thar we really wenr away. But alter
or ten minutes we all appeared again, got together, and began
e aint, “We want our husbands!” But only that, We didn'y call ous
pthing else.”' Mo one knew for sure whether the Gestapo's threat to
was directed at them or their imprisoned loved ones, said Weigert.
L Gutterer remembered that “the threar was definitely direcred
inst the women.”
Sitice her father's arrest on the first day ol the roundup, Ruth
4, o ten-year-old Mischling, had been coming to Rosenstrasse sev-
i times each day. Each time she rook a small package of bread in
she could somehow et it 1o her father. "Sometimes un orderly
Bvilian clothes taok a packiage of bread from us,”” she recalled. On
§ street “people camie alone and went off alone again in different
wetions. You went there in the first place just because you had heard
Sumor They are there!” So you naturally went there and returned
gre. Did anyone hear anvthing? Could you meet someone! Can
ane sy something or ather, were there any reports ! Someone called
and then the others joined into the group, and into the chorus of
loes. We thought: We are Arvans, and if we only stand here and
bire only women, perhapy they will become fearful. That was not
itical resistance, bur indeed, it was a provest. That was an attempt

Cho the morming of Tuesday, March 2, German newspapere inveighsd
ahrilly against the British “terror attack’ on Berhin, In thair repors,
following Goebbels's new tactic of conlbronting the people with the
serions situation, the words “sorrow’ and “suffering’ occur (e
quently, An editonial by Goebbels exhorts the people to lighten 1h
burdens by sharing them, declaring again that the wellare of the com
munity transcends that of the individual *” He promised that Germang
would soon deal the enemy a fnghtful blow and in his diary that da
confides: “We are definitively pushing the Jews out of Berline Th
were thrown together in one fell swoop last Sunday and will now
shoved off to the east in short order, "™ Goebbels was away ar Obes
sulzburg, undl March 3, and those reporting to him had not yet in
tormed him of the Rosensirasse Protest. Goebbels's deputy, Leop
Gutterer, said that those in charge had hoped that the courage of the
women wauld fail and that they would grow weary or become imtime
idated and leaye ™

Yet neither the police nor failure of courage seemed able o disperse’
the demanding crowd. Relanives of those imprisoned continued
stream to Rosenstrasse, In the hours alter work the crowd grew larges
It swelled and ebbed as people joined and then deparved for work o
other urgent business. Afver work hours the crowd peaked. Following
the bombing, some of the women cimbed onto the ruins of a neligh
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to ichieve something. Because it was always the case that one w
never supposed to be very noticeable—always. Consplcuous it cert _-._
was, and had an effect, e
“There I discovered my father behind & window. He saw me 1
_m_..__._ waved with the little note from the litele package we had sen &___:.
So he had recetved it! At the corner was a kiosk. where I always stood
because there 1 could always warch precisely that window behind ._....___”__..

b uncertainty then,” Elsa recalled. I didn’c know whether he would
alive romormow or not.”™

After taking stock, Elsa began to look around for a “human face’
Wmong the row of police guards who would help her. Some of Berlin's
Strect police had been employed long bebare the Nazis, at a nme when
e Berlin palice were heavily members of the Social Democratic party.
BMow a few police guards gave small signs of encouragement to the

#

I could oex ¢ pli . .

4_.:__..5m “.__.._n._d.w”_—”._“ﬂ_”.___ﬁm__.”__“d_“ﬁ_m :m.._f father. Viken we were .J.._”...:_.p.__.__ [l s, and one appeared in the room of Dr, Kurt Radlaver and rold the

at that kiosk fﬂjzun 1.:“. _m_.cn_.w..nm_ nm:._E always stay a little longey sners, “Dan't believe that we're in agreement with this, "™ Mrs,
: patice didn’t come from all sides. They gert described the guards as “understanding but not sympathenc.”

.._.H_.F__.H:_._.._..”u__.: t arouse any extra excitement by driving away the
As mare learned ol it, the protest continued 1o grow. The Holsers
were not part of the “mouth radio” nerwork amang Berlin's Jews and
_ﬂnuj.;u:._l couples, so Elsa turned to Dr. Marlou Droop, the f..._._.
w..:._ ‘_______Er_._.; e, h.._q..u_u_m.. the Nazi, was angered about the news of Rudi,
ter Jewish friend, “As a Nazi party member she felt responsible fig
all that happened in the state,” Elsa said. “And now she couldn’s res
She tried talking to an old family friend. an army officer. "You can's
dir Ed_._ﬁ._.__:_ﬁ about that|’ he replied. ‘Besides, yvou shouldn't even :_“..z.
n.w.__ things ta do with Jews—or if you do. you can't be caught did
it ,qra:. Dr. Droop consulved with her Cathalic allies since Rudi was
Lﬁh.ﬂq_,:_:. When that didn't work, she went to the Gestapo Jewisl
d_.:__M_:___.,__.u m:n:__u_..u__,,_uﬂﬂnﬂﬂ_”“._,.._h.m:._w_:__ learned that intermarried Jews wete
Flsa told her supervisor she would be lare for wark the next da
Elsa was a dependable employee no one suspected ol _:EE.;:;_*.”_”

The supervisor readily agreed. 1 thought | w

; . ght | would be alone there o . : .

first time | we L f - Fimally El ched a police guard who had spoken with an-

ol s B! Bl svertinel. M ened 1o S48 B e s e s ekt e

g ey ; ; : cedganly thomk it wou O ATy g o R I K id d .

O R T o s boss i | thonlfie i e walll B e b

arrived, 1 saw a E,w___|“_, ._.._...__“J.._ "ﬂﬂm“__.__n_,.::.:m_._ m" h m..qrwnni But as | sk the sundwich, Then | was dizzy with the thought that Rudi woald

back snd torth. The street “_...mm full, Hr.mzwu_."::m._.—h_ﬂﬂnﬂnh”“.ﬂw mq_“”_.___i_r_ oW 1 was there,”” Eléa recollected. “In the midst of all thar fear | fels

with people. They were |ike . . i wal joy!”

swaying body. €8 wave, and they moved like a body, § | Hilda Elkuss also arrived at Rosenstrasse only several days alter

R O b gl She b b 0 pi s e

she had made a "_5_.___ w.cwnhn.f_“,“u M:ﬂ_.w“w_ﬂuﬁh;ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁm:ﬂ.ru_. _=.=_ sisters and two of his aunts had been deported E}E..Gi hiad

_”.H,.”H,m rn_H.E.rw _m_“..,_ _“.._d.:.ﬁ_ o sheet of waxed paper, with .rEn HH_._:"_.._- oy un___ n_?:.ﬂihﬂﬁ u.ﬂ.:n.ErE“ the waiy to Auschwitz, and that had
Year Rudi, all rhe best, | love you forever, vour Elsa.” “There was m.:.“. _n_: .ﬂﬁ;mr __”,i__..ﬂn:w.._.. R S DAL A T e

the women continued to define the setting at Rosendirasse, one
estapo agent even took 4 package from Charlotte and agreed w give
1o Julins. Charlote was standing among the erowd when she saw an
dderly she recognized, o Mr. Hirschfeld, She ran up to him. Would
he take the package to Julius? The man beside Hirschield asked her
Wit wais in the package. “No knives?” The next day when she ap-
Broached Hirschield again he exclaimed that she must never try such
8 thing again. My God, Mrs, lsrael,” he said, “‘that wis a Gestapo
ficer accompanying me.”

* Suddenly Elsa glimpsed their doctor, Dr. Cohn, whe lived 1 thear
ighbarhood, coming through the door. As a medical orderly he could
Wit the imprisoned Jews and then return home. Elsa ran up to grab
s arm. 1 nearly fell over when he told me he had seen and tafked
b Rudi.* she said. Flsa was foll of questions about how Rudi was
Holng. She was excited and asked whether he conld ke samething in
o Rudi But Dr. Cohn was afraid and said he was allowed in only as

# duictor.
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A love letter Elsa smuggled 1o her hushand, Rudi ina

: sandwich, while
he was interned at Rosenstrasso, After the “_____...ﬂ _...,_
note in his wallel as a talisman, HER T K Yot e
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that their hushands were at Rosenstrasse. Fhey went there togethes
That first day

after work and saw that “"women were cH
promenading.
they had come for information, :

“to accomplish something, We
out, “We'd like to have our hushands back.” We
coursgeous. OFf course, We belonged to our husbands. It was acrually
4_._;.?15& that we belanged there and had the right to be there thay
motivated us. It wasn't a law, but it was our right."” Like other Germans
of her generarion, Hilda had grown up with hardly a thought of dis
obeying the law,

When she was interviewed, she lived in a tidy apartment in Berlins
Charlottenburg and was still active in an exclusive tennis club. Hilda's
memories of the protest, like her manners, were of actions disciplined
by proper diplomacy. While othier German women married o Jews
remembered being screamed at and threatened by Gestapo men urging
them to divorce, Hilda remembered only polite suggestions. The protest
wias a cautious effort 10 influence the Gestapo, “One has to remember
that we too rould have been arrested, and fi appeared to us w be more
diplamatic o just get together in small groups,' she said, "and walk
back and forth, and always we looked up toward the windows and called
out in a charus, We waved and hoped thit they would look our and
see us. That was n real protest, of course. Ti was a call for help,

but the next day she went, Hilda said,

MEANR

got together in small groups and called
were really quie
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bequest for consideration, We had 1o be cautious. We hoped we would
Behicve something,
- Like Hilda, Mrs. Weigert went with her sister-in-law to Rosen-
ktasse every evening after work. Also like Hilda, she stressed that she
Wit defending her rights, on the streer. “We wanted our husbands and
d & right vo thar,” she said. “That was out of seli-respect, the protest.
the Weigert tamaly has always been a decent family, ond we've had a
ertain pride, So of course [ had to do something: That 1 ook for
granted. Of course they would have been deporeed if we hadn't asked
destiois and demonstrated.” Then she added, “When a person is in
o, & person 15 also courageous.” Elsa too emphasized that “vou
Wnldn‘t believe what a persan in need is capable of
. Each woman wanted her husband back. Several women emphi-
fleed that they had been careful only to call out together for their
fusbands, nothing else, This would have been o key part of any protest
strategy for the women, but it is not certain that they instructed one
nuther on this, A couple of eyewitnesses recalled that a single volce
flled out *“We want our husbands.” and then on the repeat, the others
jined in. " ““We cried out for our husbands; we had that in commaon,”
gaid Hilda. *“We were not in despair vet. That's why we took action, ”
s, Weigert agreed: “We didn’t talk a lov at all or make any agree-
es. W simply all wanted the same thing there, and we felt we had
t0 do something, ™
lohanna Lowenstein, Hans-Oskar's mather, also remembered
solidarity, “'At first it was s if | were paralyzed,” she recalled
t hearing the news that her hushand and son had been in-
torned ot Rosenserasse. “But it was nothing less than s flood of
people that poured into the street, and of course | also joined in. It
Waas & feeling ol solidarity with one another that drove us on and gave
e courage, " Seanding beside Mrs. Léwenstein among the protesters
an Rosenstrasse was her sister, a longtime party member who was the
wile of the head mayor of Potsdam and wore the Nazi party golden
.1_. .IHE.H-lﬁm
 Gad Beck recalled that at Rosenstrasse his mother had “created
an entirely new circle of friends that lasted a litetime, All at onge these
wen could acknowledge their Jewish relatives there—together,

apenly, on the streets. It was a public confession of family ties—to
il

Clou was Berlin's huge, well-loved concert and pleasure hall, Hitler
hadd held his first spesch in Berlin there, on May 1, 1927, but most of
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the acts were more playful: dancing, concerts, cabaret, burlesque. Jus
days betore the Final Roundup, Goebbels, as parl of the Towal Was
easure to close annecessary businesses, had silenced Clow, and now
it bacame a4 detention center for Jews caprured in the massive Final
Roundup

now from his positon just as madly upon the Jews, who were
dy on the truck, although they could go no farther, A police officer
a smaller stick did exactly the same thing.

Wigrer | received w call from the Stapo [Berlin Gestpol. .

was supposedly someone krom that office who had just been
On Monday afternoon, March 3, Clou was theater of bruraliny 1o oversee the matter. In any case he reported that nothing

As the neighbarhood looked on, the Gestapo shoved and beat [ews i .“_u___ arder had happened, and he verified that a dog whip lay on the
the ubiquitous Aeet of trucks. The 55 man of the local Berlin Gestapo's L,

lewish Desk in charge of this, Sammellager, was eloguently di i
a black pinstripe suit, as though attending a cocktail party. Exuding an
air of superior self-regard, he drove the Jews onto trucks with a whip
crying; ‘Faster, taster."* From there the Jews headed for the freigh
gtation on Chutzowsirasse— and Auschwitz, Under the swing of horse
whips, 1,736 Jews were driven into open cattle s ¥ Husbands re
mained separated from wives, mothers from children. Night [ell as the
srain steamed into the unknown. No one was there o protes) tor thess
jews. and not one of them could be saved; a consensus ol stlence
deadened the pangs of conscience

To help maintain the oificial secrecy on the true tate of the lews
the Gestapo had striven to arrest and deport them in an orderly and
efficient way without attracting public attention, An 55 man who wit
nessed the departation of lews from Clou thar day objected; He almom
certainly knew about the fate of the Jews and didn't raise his voice
Jhiat thir, However, he considered the public view ol the treatment
of Jews “politically insane.” Public brutaliries might upzet the people
and cause them to question the regime’s claim that Jews were being
sent 10 work camps.

Eram his editorial office of the S5 newspaper, Das Schwarze Korpi,
around the corner from Clou on Zimmerstrasse, Haoprsturmbahres
Rudoli von der Rissen looked onto the courtyard. *The Jews stormed
as quickly as possible - . . out ol Clou and attempted, as fast a5 possible,
o et on the truck,’’ he veported o Dr. Rudolf Brandr, & high-ranking
member of Himmler's personal staff. *'When about halt of the Jews
were on (they couldn't have gotten on fuster], a avilian, cgarette in
mouth, swinging a huge dog whip, came galloping out af Clow and
beat like a wild man upon the Jews struggling ro get on, | must note
that among these Jews were women with small childeen i their arms
The view was at once degrading and humiliating,

“[The man| beat especially the women, so much so that a great
howling arose, whereapon the man bellowed up to the surrounding
houses that the windows were to be closed, . . . A man of the Weapon
55 had apparently taken a thick walking stick from one Jew and also

¥ might add that during this indident workers and employeet
it all the windows and doors of the tall surrounding buildings,
miching. This [is an] ympossible and politically nothing other than
method of procedure. . .

When [r. Brandt received this telex, he considered it 40 important
Biput o copy in his sate. Ihe 55, at a high Jevel, was moved to assess
% events in the capital ary, home of foreign journalists, embassies,
! all people who must be shiclded from any details of such a
ment of Jews and any signs of dissent among the Germans. Goeb-
W could no longer be shielded trom details

Edith Kopl, Charlotie’s closest
friend, was deported to
Auschwitz during the Final
Roundup of Berlin lews in early
March 19473, Charlotle never
heard from or about her again.

]
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: . ook them
___..__._.:. WieTe _.:..______".:.___ __._.__.__.___.._.._.:..___._ At least poe or W

Bl in a privileged intermarriage, ...,._:._.._d should have m;__ﬁ;_.._.r_hw_.“cq_.":m.._.___”
Being the Final Roundup, but the regime had a particu uﬁ... s
z B ho might think independently and shape public _un__u_._. i
' _ “___ _H._.. intellectuals takin was Dr. Arenberg, a _:Hq._aE__ nm.__“__..._.,_._.”__"_..ﬂ
ament |Landtagsstenograph|, the Iree-lance e

he |ewish poet Arthur Silbergleit.

Thar day Charlotte Israel went to Clow, She already had her cosll
on, for as she said, she never removed it, not even at night. She alw e
had to be ready. At home she had received brom Edith Kopf, her best
triend, a letrer that documents the trouma fews all over Berlin wein
experiencing, alone.

“Dear Lotee!” Edith began. “Several dave ago | tried o call
Mother. What's happened ta Mama? I am in Clou, Mauerstrasse. Don'y
have a thing. Send the most necessary—raoth brushes, laundry, e
My things balcony room. Speak with the nice woman, Bring me plesss
yaurselt before 7:30, also news of Mother

“Maybe you can drive hy— Aschaffenburgerstrasse 22, Masur, the
same for sister-in-law. Comse precey soon, as long as 'm still hers
Survived tormight good. Hope you did too. What's Julius doing? { Abowe
all, varn, needles), Skin cream, mooth water, Band-Aids. All as soon
as possible. Much warm thanks, mavbe also blankers pillows, every
thing s there. Eating utensils, plates, Warm kiss. Until we see cacly
other soon, vour, Edith

Charlotte threw together o bundle of what she had and hurried
out to Clou, planning to go by Rosenstrasse later She didn’t unders pand
Edith’s plea to speak with the “nice woman™ hue thinks it indicates
how lews hung for hope on Germans who had shown them sympathy
As Charlotte arrived at Clou, she saw huge trucks pulling out, headed
bor the train statlon, Perhaps BEdith is in there, she thought. on the
wiay to the east.” A guard ar the door asked her business and checks il
his Ist. ““Yes, she has just been taken away," he reported. Then Chas
lotte reproached herself for not being there on time. Edith will have
thought that 1 wasn't loval o her in her last moment, she mourned
desperately

§ihe Prussian par __._ ek g
(l father of Edith Wolt, anc . 5
I m_.h“..“._ Hd_.::..__:. heard of the Final Roundup, had just broken his

e i

arm, in hope that this would pravide the medical .F_mn__._*”:” _d.”._....__....__m.d.”.*_

it an exemption from the deportations. The arm .ﬂ.;“._._ ) Uatamt

0 Woll, who had lived in the same T;.:.._.“._.. .”.__: Ve T N

olsky, had remporarily edited theann ..h::.__..; =_..J ...m __u____.._.?n oo

i had never been able to decide 1o leave Germany, .:.__Eh L D e
Silbergleir, Wolf was arrested at home and hauled o

burger Strasse.

' ST atet
L. Aren _.:unﬁ WS A COUFABCouUE IMan whi had _.__r:r._..._ ews o satety
I. 154

August Schiffer and his wife as
newlvwisds.

al Adviser August Schiffer,
Stock’s superior al the
Gestapo, who, along _______.=_._
k and Roli Ginther, was in
ol the day-to-day

By March 4 the local Berlin Gestapo was acting with force and terrog

Criminal Adviser August Schiffer, Walter Stock's sy perior at the Berlin
Gestapo and the third and middle-ran king of three executives in chas e
of the day-ro-day operations of the Final Roundup, reportedly ordered
the deportation of some Jews, while brutally rorturing one who at

tempted escape. The same day the regime executed the remaining
members of the Herberr Baum G raup, some of whom were personally
acquainted with or related to the families of thoie procesting at Ke

senstrasse.™ These resisters, arrested in May 1942 for destroving o
MNazi exhibit deriding communism, were executed in Plotzensee, a He

lin prison renowned as the site of Nazi torture and death

The previouns day the Cestapo had arrested several bl
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by furnishing them with false passports but had stayed on 10 help

others, In the Grosse Hamburger detention center he shared o thies

_.._ﬂ-,,:_.ﬁ.m._nwﬁ-ﬁ:__ space with about thirty-live others, Fram the fimd
day of the Final Roundup Jews and their pursuers had come and gons

contingausly, Trucks rolled up, “cries like battle commands™ rang owm
and hundreds of the Gestapa's victims poured in or were hureed ol
Gestapo men strode impartantly, dutifully, in and out. Amid the con
fusion Arenberg decided 1o attempt escape. Slouching over and scrunch

ing his hat down over his face, he sauntered out the door behind & row

:.ﬁ. _.r-_n__.. Gestapo officers, past the entry puards, who checked the wden
tificarion of all those coming and going, and bolted

E._..m: he got the news, Schitfer was beside himselt with rage. He
called Felix Luchmuth, the Gestapo®s Jewish Desk officer in h..:.___x,. ol
the Grosse Hamburger center. If Dr. Arénberg was not back in cusiody
by midnight, Lachmuth would be sent 1o a concentration camp, Schiltes
warned. Furthermore, ten randomly chosen Jewish orderlies would be
shot in the courtyvard of the building, Lachmuth slumped cue ol his

.__.m_ﬁﬂ u..._rz_.. as a carpse and related this to the Jewish orderlies in sobs
e Gestapo men and their Jewish orderhes were immediately dis

patched in teams of two, and one caught Dr. Arenberg shortly belore

midnight at a distant Berlin tran station, Berlin-Grunau, trying o g
out of town,

,.___._...n:_”_ni was taken that night to an “interrogstion.” It wan led
by Schiffer, who in a Posen prison, in the first year of the war, Had

E:E. five priests, First he had shot them in their stomachs with his
service pistal so that they screamed horribly, and then, as they writhed
i agoery and begged him for a “metcy shot,” he had shot them all
again, one by one, in their buttocks. Thas he had confessed in o *'sobbing

s e r { r iN]
voice” while drunk in 4 bar, claiming “that he nevertheless could never

nr“._r_uw.r.“,__“__“h.n_“_“.ﬁ._zmn&. it had to be, because the future avengers had

A Jewish orderly who saw Dr. Arenberg atrer Schilter’s interros
gation the next morning said that what he saw of the doctor was o
capable of being described with human words. Mouth, nose, eyes were
na longer to be perceived. Both arms were broken, a leg had been pulled
out ol its jaint, and his whole body wounded from a machine that had
whipped him for hours during the night, after the Gestapo had ex
_._.w:m.m.n_m themselves from the torture and retived 10 bed. The Gestapo
...u_"_._...::._:_ that they wanted to make him “understand,” Dr. Arenbery
E.E this witness in tortured speech. Dr. Arenberg's tormentors seni
him on a stretcher to the gas chambers and ovens of Auschwite. There
are things considerubly worse than death, Who, knowing where it

o be “temporarily deferred” from deportations gnoe pgain,

Lourageons Womien of Rodensirisse -5 I

ould lead, would have the courage to take the course of [ir. Arenberg!

On March 4 the Gestapo deported thirteen lewish men i inter-
tages from Grosse Hamburger Strasse and five lewish women from

Rusenstrasse to Auschwits, The intermarried intellectuals wo were

gported, and like the five women accused of rreason, they were never
in Berlin again, ™ One of the women deported was accused of

”_.... ywing a treasonous nofe trom het window. Erika Lewine reported
thiat Scharfithrer Alfred Schneider sppeared at the door of their moom,
Raeiimed o military bearing, and shouted: | would like to know which
Bine of vou threw that rreasanous note out the window! 1 1 don't get

eolunteers, then 1 will select them mysell,” The windows had been

Balled shut, so everyone knew this wes an outrageous accusaiien. "But

86 had to remain absolurely quiet, or you were natled, said Erila,
By March 4 the |ews who had been taken from Clou the day before

o arcived in Auschwite, O that day in Auschwitz, Obersturmbahn-

Maurer reminded Auschwitz Commandant Rudolf Hass that
these Jews had been emploved in the war indugtry and would be em-
Blovable at Auschwitz. The arriving Jews were thus brought not to the
e atoriam but instead 1o the Auschwirz plant of 1. G. Farben, the
moit powertul business conglomerate of the Third Reich. Farben had
swion to il its Jabor needs from the arriving Be rlin transports, but
srurmfithrer Schwarz was not impressed. Only 632 were men,
arz complained, and maost of the 918 women and children had 1o be
en “‘special treatment’’: They were immediarely gassed and burned.

A Auschwite the 55 main office for economic administration {WVHA)

Wit expecting 15,000 Jews to arrive from Berlin; approximately 8,000

wh
Perlin Jews did arvive, but intermarried Jews and Mischlinge were aboit
58

The RSHA apparently experienced the protest as o challenge to
it power, but Goabbels could see that the women were attemptifig T
s their families together rather than calling for the collapse of the
fegime. He was keenly arruned to the palitics of women, as well as w
that of crowds (some men were among thie protesters, but the drive to
pratest clearly came from the intermartied women, who made up the
Wast majority there). Even though Goebbels had argued that women
Bould work, he had just rejected proposals to increase cjgarette ranons
dor men an the front by reducing cigarettes apportioned to women,
SWamen's political hiatred,” Hitler said later in 1944, is extromely
dangerous.”

By the time of the proteit, reparts were abundant that hundreds
'of thousands of wormen were simply disobeying o cleverly evading
Mitler's Total War decree that ardered them 1o reglster for work. The
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war in combination with Nazism's peculiar mass movement politics
and fear of social unrest added weight to any dissent or protest by
women. The regime had expanded the political role of women, with
conscriptions that left them dominating the home front more than
ever, and it relied on them for work. Ominously, defeatism was setting
in among Germans after Stalingrad and so much war. For Goebbels
the protest represented additional evidence of dissent, a public display
that might be seen as indicating an early failure of Total War, The
effort to break up intermarriages affected only tens of thousands of
Germans, but it caused a public show of opposition when thousands
of other women were disregarding Hitler's Total War decree.

Nevertheless, had there been no protest on Rosenstrasse, the Ge
stapo would have kept on arresting and deporting Jews until perhaps
even Eichmann's most radical plans had been fulfilled. Differences ex
isted between Eichmann's office and the leadership on the importance
of maintaining social quiescence, during deportations, but this would
not have mattered if protests during the Final Roundup had not arisen
Power plays surrounding decision making on intermarried Jews and
Mischlinge do not so much explain the survival of these Jews as point
to the regime’s fear of unrest. There would have been no hesitation
and no conflict among officials had intermarried Germans cooperated
fully with Nazi racial aims. It was, after all, the aggregate noncom
pliance of intermarried Germans that had caused the leadership to ordes
the “deferment’’ of intermarried Jews and Mischlinge in 1941 despite
the RSHA. It was the recalcitrance of intermarried Germans that had
made a real issue out of the different positions of the top leadership
and the RSHA on the importance of social quiescence in the first place,
and it was their protest in 1943 that soon caused Goebbels to revert 1o
the position of temporarily deferring these problem cases.

On or about March 5 the Gestapo took new measures to end the protest
Officers forcibly removed about ten women protesters, and a vehicle
was used to disperse the crowd. One of the women forcibly removed
reported: “We were escorted single file by the Gestapo to the Labor
Bureau, where we peeled potatoes all day and then were released.
But those who saw them leave feared for them. “Where these women
were taken we didn’t know,”” said Charlotte. ““And after that I hung
back a little in the crowd. Otherwise I could have been taken too, and
then | wouldn’t have been able to help my husband either.”

Elsa was there when an open jeeplike vehicle drove up to the edge
of the crowd, “Two SS men were sitting in front, and two in back,”

i
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she said, “in black uniforms and steel helmets. The two in back stood
up, and | saw that they had machine guns. *Clear the streets now or
we'll shoot,’ they cried. And at that moment the truck started toward
us. Not slowly either! At the same time | heard a rattle—tat-tat-tat-
tat-tat! We ran like wild. Everyone tried to take shelter inside the
courtyards of the nearby houses. But they were all locked. The Gestapo
had locked us out. The people at the doorways were nearly ms...mmrnm
flat by those pushing from behind. Who wanted to get shot? First we
wanted to free our husbands!”

By their insistence the Germans protesting at Rosenstrasse re-
defined the image of what was occurring, Elsa sensed that she was part
of a force that was gaining confidence. She had originally come there
for information, but by now, she said, she hoped to have an effect on
the fate of her husband. “We expected that our rEw_mmm_m would return
‘home and that they wouldn't be sent to the camps,” she said. She
understood her action as an ethical, influential act, one m_.ﬁ_ ..HEE not
escape. ‘‘We acted from the heart, and look what happened,”” she said.
“If you had to calculate whether you would do any good by protesting,
_ua-:. wouldn’t have gone. But we acted from the heart. We wanted to
‘show that we weren't willing to let them go. What one is nm_.._n,Em of
‘doing when there is danger can never be repeated. I'm not a fighter

by nature. Only when | have to be. | did what was given me to do.

When my husband needed my protection, | protected him. I went to
Rosenstrasse every day before work. And there was always a flood of
people there, It wasn't organized or instigated. Everyone was simply
there. Exactly like me. That’s what is so wonderful about it.

Dr. Droop had been to Gestapo offices for Elsa, but many of the
women who protested also went directly to the Gestapo to seek the
' release of their loved ones. Charlotte went repeatedly to the Juden-
veferat of the Berlin Gestapo on Burgstrasse, after she rw_..__mm_rﬂ&
courage from the protest on the street. “I went to every office to get
him released,”” she said. I said, ‘You won't really be able to get much
out of him. Earlier he played music, and you won't really need that,
I guess.’ The Gestapo men always threw me out. Well, what else could
I have expected?”

Immﬂﬁﬁf entered the Rosenstrasse building—the “den of
lions,” as she called it. She wanted to find out if _._n.q husband was
there, and a guard took her in as he checked his list. Dieter was ﬁ_._nwn.
and the guard agreed that Hilda could bring a small wﬁnr-mn mou:?a
the next day. “The guard was cool but not unfriendly,” she said. “The
next day 1 waited on the first floor as the guard called my husband
downstairs, and | gave him the things. What a terrible moment. 1 had
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just enough time to give it to him and say a word or two, But at least
| knew he was still alive. Whether | would see him again, no one knew

It was dangerous to go into that den of lions.”

Mrs. Weigert too went after her husband, into the heart of the

Nazi terror system. ‘At Burgstrasse | spoke with a Fithrer—in uni
form. I was pretty much together, quite calm, not at all rebellious. |
spoke to him, he answered, and if he had a question for me, I answered
him. And then I also went to Kurfiirstenstrasse 116 [Eichmann’s office|
All of them told me, ‘Developments will be unfolding’, or "We don’t
know.” So I had to go again. What could I do there?”

Hannah Herzberg was married to Erich, a shoemaker who was
one of the intermarried Jews deported to Auschwitz on March 4. The
Gestapo of course did not tell her this. When she began inquiring
some officials rebuked her, saying, “Get divorced, and then you'll be
rid of the whole can of worms. You'll find another man.” Several days
after she had last seen Erich, she received a postcard from him. He was
on his way to Auschwitz when he managed to toss a posteard out the
window in Silesia. ““He wrote ‘I'm on the way to the east. Chin up
And then there was another note: ‘Request finder to please send this
card!’ ”*

With the card Hannah went to the Gestapo offices on Burgstrasse
“I was led to an elderly man on the top floor and told him my story,
Hannah said. ** “That’s not possible!” he replied. ‘If your husband lives
in an intermarriage, he hasn’t been deported.” ** The Gestapo also twld
other women who said that their husbands had been deported from
Rosenstrasse that this was not possible. Hannah, however, had the
postcard from her husband as evidence. “I laid the card in front of him
on the table and said, ‘Take a look at this, please,” "’ she said. “He read
the card and in a very official tone said, ‘1'd like to know who forwarded
this mail!” I said to him, "People!” He screamed at me, ‘Do you mean
to say that we too are not people?” "

By midweek Elsa had been late so many consecutive days that her
supervisor turned angry and threatening. Elsa had been a model em-
ployee for Siemens, ““and when someone else was missing, | was always
there to help. But after | was late three or four days, my supervisor
was mad. But the fact is | only wanted to be there where my husband
was.’’ Like Werner and others, Elsa had had to make herself useful o
the regime, in order to help her family survive it, but now she was
putting her job in jeopardy. To explain why she had been late so often,
she finally broke down and told her boss, “I'm looking for my husband,
and as a Jew he was arrested.”

“He just about fell over when he heard that,”” Elsa remembered.
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“No one knew. At Siemens all intermarried Germans had been ex-
pelled. ‘Mrs. Holzer," he said to me, looking pale, ‘you haven't told
me anything, please. You haven't told me anything. Otherwise I am
pbligated to inform the director’s office. Go as often as you like, but
you have to say that you didn’t tell me abour it.” ™

On March 6, in fulfillment of Eichmann’s plans, the Berlin Gestapo
continued to arrest intermarried Jews, and falling back on Goebbels's
plan from late 1942, they also deported twenty-five intermarried Jews
‘without children from Rosenstrasse.” One of the men, Kurt Blaustein,
recalled noticing or discussing at the time the fact that none of them
had children.” Another Jew taken that day was Ferdinand Wolff, a
i h musician. He had been forced out of his profession in 1935,
when Goebbels threw all Jews out of the Reich Music Chamber, and
#ﬂﬂn 1941 he had been doing forced heavy labor in construction.® On
Wollf’s seventh day in Rosenstrasse, the Gestapo made a roll call. He
nd twenty-four others had been singled out for a work detail, Jewish
Desk director Walter Stock explained. All twenty-five were taken in
the back of a canvas-covered truck to the Putlitzstrasse freight train
station, which was cordoned off by officers in uniform.
" “We knew by the way we were handled that little or no care was
or would be taken for us and that nothing good was planned for us,”
Blaustein, one of those deported on March 6, remembered.® Asked
\where they were being taken and whether they could tell their wives,
Srock told them, ““You are going where you will never see your wives
again!” By this time many of the relatives of these surviving inter-
‘married Jews had been deported, never to be heard from again. In 1938
‘Wolfi's brother had been arrested during Kristallnacht and taken to
the camp at Sachsenhausen, where he died. Another of these twenty-
bve men, a former businessman, had lost his parents and his sister and
“nephew in a deportation to Riga in January 1942, “Dion’t expect 1o see
hem anymore,” he had been told by a former customer, a soldier who
was on vacation after serving in Riga.®
" At the station, three S5 men directed the 25 onto the train, which
was already full, and then stepped in as the traveling command unit.
They were headed to Auschwitz, along with 665 other Jews. Some
managed to throw scribbled notes addressed to their wives out of the
train, hoping some kindly person would put them in the mail. Ferdinand
Wolff's wife, prevailing against Criminal Commissioner Walter Stock
10 find out what had happened to her husband, was shown documents
that indicated her husband had been taken into protective custody.
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Since the beginning of the Final Roundup 7,031 Jews had been deported
to Auschwitz.

Gunter Grodka was at home that day when the Gestapo arrested
him and trucked him off to Grosse Hamburger Strasse. With the Ro-
senstrasse collection center overflowing, and the one in Grosse Ham-
burger mostly emptied following deportations there, newly arrested
Jews in intermarriages and the Geltungsjuden were interned at Grosse
Hamburger. The Gestapo was apparently planning a new wave of ar-
rests: They required Giinter Grodka to give the names and addresss
of five other intermarried Jews living in Berlin. To the Gestapo's frus-
tration, however, German relatives of the Jews at Grosse Hamburger
Strasse began streaming into that street there, demanding the release
of their loved ones. Wider arrests caused wider protests.®

New food ration cards were issued that day, and the Gestapo even
arrested all Jews who appeared to renew their ration cards. Rita Kuhn
was a witness. Her mother usually picked up the family’s ration cards
at the ration center in the local schoolhouse. On this day Mrs. Kuhn
was told that her husband and Mischling daughter would have to pick
up their own cards. When they all returned together, the Gestapo
unceremoniously locked Rita and Mr. Kuhn in one of the schoolrooms
Throughout the day the Gestapo kept pushing more and more Jews
into the room with them. ““You can't have my husband and little gir!!
Rita heard her mother screaming outside. Mrs. Kuhn was still there
in the evening, when the Jews were led out to the Gestapo truck, en
route to Rosenstrasse ®

At another ration card distribution center on Knesebeckstrasse
Wally Grodka noticed that two Gestapo officers posted themselves by
each exit. “Anyone with an identity card marked with a | receives no
food ration cards and is taken into custody by the officers at the door,”
she wrote in her diary. "It is horrible to have to see all of this without
being able to help in the least, to hear the despairing sobbing and
screaming of mothers whose children wait at home. There is no turning
back—no one is allowed out. The food ration cards are, so to speak, a
license to freedom. Apprehension was in the air. The clerks avert their
gaze.''s

At home further trauma awaited Wally. “Two officers are there
to pick up my husband. 1 make an effort to be chipper. I send a spoon,
blanket, and something to eat along.”” Within hours she discovered
that her husband was being held at Grosse Hamburger and went straight
there. “There are already many, many there—hundreds, men and
women,” she wrote. “They wait on the street in front of the entrance.
I join in with the many other women passing to and fro; we are
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scattered: the guard approaches us and says, ‘Go away or we will shoot’;
then we ran, pushed ourselves into the entrances of the various houses
there along the street. And ves, indeed, within a few minutes we gather
ourselves together again in front of the entryway. Carefully my search-
ing gaze travels along the row of windows, and all at once I see him
 behind the bars—because he is a Jew. Our glance meets only for a
second because they will shoot if someone appears at the window.”

It had been six days since Charlotte had seen her husband and
taken off her coat. On this day, Charlotte remembered, it was so cold
that the tears froze on her face. Once again she stood with her fifteen-
year-old brother, Giinther, in front of the house where her husband
was imprisoned.

On this day, she said, the street was “dark with a sea of heads, a
thousand people. | went there every day, and each day there were more
“and more, " The protest had grown to include people who did not
have imprisoned relatives, and as Charlotte remembered it, it also took
on a more clearly political and anti-Nazi tone that day, as protesters
screamed out, *“You murderers,” and not just, “Give us our husbands.”
“The situation in front of the collecting center came to a head. Without
warning the guards began setting up machine guns, Then they directed
them at the crowd and shouted: ‘If you don’t go now, we'll shoot.’
Automatically the movement surged backward in that instant. But then
or the first ime we really hollered. Now we couldn’t care less. We
owed, ‘You murderers,’ and everything else that one can holler.

they're going to shoot in any case, so now we'll yell o, we
‘thought. We yelled ‘Murderer, murderer, murderer, murderer.” We
didn't scream just once but again and again, until we lost our breath.
‘Then | saw a man in the foreground open his mouth wide—as if to
give a command. It was drowned out. | couldn’t hear it. But then they
‘cleared everything away. There was silence. Only an occasional swallow
could Tﬁ T.mu_»m,:

TURN

On March 6 Goebbels gave orders for the release of intermarried
Jews and Mischlinge. 1 will commission the security police not to
‘continue the Jewish evacuations in a systematic manner during such a
critical time,”" he wrote (referring primarily to the defeat at Stalingrad).
“We want to rather spare that for ourselves until after a few weeks;
“then we can carry it out that much more thoroughly.”” Goebbels com-
plained that the RSHA was a loyal bureaucracy, good at following
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orders but incapable of adapting to changing circumstarices with fuick
tactical maneuvers. “One has o intervene all over the place, 1w ward
off damages.” he wrare obout the RSHA's notions of departing the
Jews despite the protest. "The effarts of certain offices are so lacking
in political savvy that one cannot Jet them operate on their own for
ten minutes. " On April 1, 1943, the American Legation in Bern seni
this dispatch to Washington: ' Action against Jewish wives and hue
bands on the part of the Gestapo . . . had 1o be discontinued some time
ago because of the protest which such action aroused.
Goebbels justitied releasing the Jews with an excuse about timing
But he released the Jews married to non-Jews because it was the besr
way to dissolve the protest, said Leopold Gutterer, who in 1947 4
Goebbels’s chief deputy and representative ar the Propaganda Ministry
virtually lived at the ministry. “Goebbels released the Jews in order
to eliminare the provest from the world,” Gurrerer said. *That was the
simplest solution: to eradicate completely the reason for the pratest
Then it wouldn't make sense to protest anymore. Sa that others didn's
take a lesson from [the protest], so thar sthers didn't begin to do the
same, the reason [for protest] had 1o be eliminared. There was unrest

and it could have spread from neighborhood to neighborhood,
Why should Goebbels have had them [the protesters] all arrested?”

Then he would have only had even more uttrest, fram the relatives of
these newly arrested persons."* Nevertheless, according o Gutterer,
“every” option of police state force had been a possibility, *“They had
ta reckon at least with being arrested. It would have been no problem
to find out who was there; the police could have gone through and
demanded identification. They could have been sent 1o jil, ax leass, o
toa coneentration camp. All means could have been used against them.
Gutterer, who claimed National Socialism had wanted to do g
until the war drove Hitler mad, recalled that “these women were as
persons there. Anyone could recognize who they were. They dem
onstrated openly and risked their existence [Dasein] They were very
courageous, ves ! No doubr about thar. . . . But if ane or the other [of
the protesters] had had a pistol along, then the police would have had
to-shoot, OF course there was an investigation to find out whether
soimeone was instigating this. But nothing was found. If so, one could
have hindered it. [The provest] wasn't organized bur spread by word
of mouth. It was a spontanecus reaction. A protest against the system
never existed. These women didn’t want a revolution. They simply

couldn’t understand. What's going an? What's this su pposed to mean !
Why! For what reason?™

- &
i PO Waomien of Koggnslrasse u

For Elsa, the quality of the protest arose from the lact that ._"ﬂ”.h
ol acted from the heart rather than on caleulations _.,: __u_._m .
Mructions. Gutterer also described the open, public qua ity o _ﬁrm
test, in contrast with s conspiratorial action, as part ok its streng i
b the real strength of the protest was that many persons ..,_mz.... 9
motivated to protest that they risked their lives E_ﬂ: thoug
wits o centril erganigation or creed. Elsa Holzer said ¢ mm m_nﬂﬁm
b life at stake was passible only because the protest E:._H._n _\..__Hs.:.u._
Wrt, vet it was the crowd that held her ."_.E._... and Tﬁ. ._n._n,ﬂ... :.nm
gk, Mass protest erupted, without organizatian, _.._?n:_mn 3 ,”a“_”m e
. an important tradition. Gerrmins could sympathize o ﬁucr
trying to preserve their families. Spouses ___,._Eq.mmﬁmﬂ.“m e
for each other, and women rraditionally had specia uﬂn TS ﬂ o
% area. Goebbels realized he could not murder all the _”_u,__w.._ﬂ c 5
Bnted w0 murder—the Jewish relatives, spouses, sympat _m____...u.._.F :
point the Germans would have begun o identify with one ,ﬂﬂ v
than with a government that kept demanding ever more human

.._.—__....__.murwn_u fcared that Germans, angered by ::._..._H_ m«ﬂ.ﬁnﬂtﬂ of
partners and children, would begin to question an nm.._._u i
bhst about the Eate of the Jews could severely hinder M_.__... aﬂ.ﬁ_..u_w
seial uniry necessary for fighring the ._.__nm....__, _"ﬁ-m=n_..¢..=._._:n_“_=.:..=__ -
. ing need for secrecy around the Final Sclution, the revein i
whiich would have damaged the public Emﬁ_m that the _._wm..ndnﬁ ﬂ___.m
\miirture, especially during war. A public .m_mm_.;mi_.. about ¢ ;
h deported Jews threatened to disclose the Final Solution and thus
e .-m?.ﬁ,ru, entire elort.”! Goebbels could conrrol the ___“mmm_ E".:
lic protests apenly communicated that the seamless popular _._.En.k._.
Celnimed existed only in propaganda, The protesters were _H_HH_H
Eine dissent about the core of Nazi ideology and “_Emrﬁ 5000
s .nan__”_:m about the fare of the lews, a taboo subject.

jer the protest the foreign press carried reports ﬂ_._ at m..;.n,._._.ﬂ: Eﬁn”.
s Jow and that Germans were deserting the Nazi ._ﬁ.__.ﬂ_u.__m. . E.ﬂ i
e TepoTts and rumors about Germans protesiing. FoHOW ruﬂ_._._?
wtern of turning the truth inside out for propaganda E%EM!E.EGE
gls instructed his deputies to respond .E__nr-.wn reporis an e
the assertion that the “ten thousinds’ on the “ﬂ.m.mn_ﬂ hisa

[the protest had boen bombed out by the Britsh Air Forcel He e s
il people had rurned out by the thousands to contnbute o a !
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party street collection on March 3, a collection that had registered o
70 percent increase over the previous year’s collection despite the home-
less state of the thousands milling about on the street.”™

The crowd of women who cried out in a chorus for their husbands
could not be readily identified as enemies of the state, and to Hitles
they were a spectacle summoning up his fear of the protesting domestic
crowds whom he accused of having stabbed Germany in the back duri ng
World War L. Especially when the German mood was so volatile, the
National Socialist theory that popular support was the primary basis
of political power established limits on the use of force against a crowd
of unarmed Germans. When Goebbels visited the Fithrer in his Wolf
schanze (wolf's lair) on March 9, the Fiihrer agreed that Goebbels had
responded correctly to the “psychological”” pressures of the protest, ™
He told Goebbels he had done the right thing, but that he would stll
have to make sure the Jews of Berlin ““disappeared,”” Gutterer explained
By March 9 the overwhelming majority of Berlin’s remaining Jewish
population lived in intermarriage. What Hitler said remained impor-
tant. He also generally trusted the party gauleiters to govern in their
regions, especially Goebbels. 1 have never regretted giving him the
powers he asked for,” he wrote of Goebbels. “In the literal sense of
the word, he conquered Berlin."”* Goebbels rationalized in his diary
that he would carry out the deportations within several weeks more
thoroughly.

In Berlin, however, where half the intermarried Jews lived, it was
not easy to solve the intermarriage problem. Relative to other parts of
Germany, support for Nazism in Berlin was not deep, and the party
leadership felt somewhat insecure there. In Munich, for example, sup-
port for Nazism ran deeper and stronger, and the party leader for
Munich, Paul Giesler, would not have worried about tactfulness and
popular opinion the way Goebbels did. Gutterer emphasized that the
Rosenstrasse Protest could have happened only in Berlin. “That [pro-
test] was only possible in a large city, where many people lived together,
whether Jewish or not,” Gutterer said. "'In Berlin were also represen-
tatives of the international press, who immediately grabbed hold of
something like this, to loudly proclaim it. Thus news of the protest
would travel from one person to the next.”

Although there are reports that individuals contacted Goering (or
his wife and personal adviser Erich Gritzbach), the release of inter-
married Jews cannot be ascribed to this personal, special influence.
Goering, Goebbels, and Hitler each personally protected Jews from
deportations, In Berlin alone there were one to two hundred of these
so-called Schutzjuden (protected Jews), The complaints of the few sol-
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diers or influential people affected by the Final Roundup E:E have
been quietly assuaged by the quick addition of their few relatives to
this Schutzjuden list. There were scattered complaints by church of-
ficials, as well as by entrepreneurs, who tried to save Jews for work.
‘et these complaints were greatly encouraged, if not completely gen-
grated, by the courageous example of open protest on the street. Unlike
‘church officials and entrepreneurs, the intermarried Germans had al-
‘peady had a long record showing they would do everything to protect
heir family members, including standing in the way with their lives.
A letter from a church official here or there or a request from an
entrepreneur had virtually no force at all compared with a unified and,
above all, public action by Germans who had already shown how :.___._.n_r
they cared, and thus how much unrest they might cause, should their
elatives be deported. Hitler and Goebbels feared protests from the
thurch and Germans related to Jews, but at Rosenstrasse it was not
church but popular protests that stayed deportations. ”
~In fact during the Final Roundup factory owners and the military
protested the precipitous disappearance of their Jewish employees,
o, working for their lives, had often had excellent records of pro-
duction, According to the Jewish orderly Max Reschke, charged with
pversecing the Jewish staff of workers at Grosse Hamburger Strasse,
entrepreneurs and factory foremen appeared at the collection center to
show that they had the authorization to employ individual Jews. The
Gestapo received “work letters showing military authorizations. . . .
om military industrial factories, private firms, and also m,EE ..rm
military itself came protests, all with the aim of getting their Jewish
workers released again,” Reschke reported. “Dobberke [the Gestapo
man in charge of the main predeportation detention center in Berlin]
took all the work books and the protests into account. They didn’t do
a bit of good."”* Like industry, the German military had also made a
wain effort to save some of its Jews, In early 1942 the military had
prevailed upon the RSHA to deport Jews who had been decorated for
their service in World War [ to the ghetto at Theresienstadt instead of
Yo one of the death camps. The regime, however, deported these Jews
: a military service record from Theresienstadt to Auschwitz,” The
‘objections neither of the military nor of the industrialists rescued Jews.
But a public protest did rescue them, S
 Goering’s opinion on Rosenstrasse, given his low estimation in
Hitler's eyes at the time, would not have mattered so much, but Himm-
Jer could have understood, Although he urgently wanted to Eﬁﬂ_m&u
the Final Solution, Himmler, the onetime Nazi party propagandist,
‘would bend ideals for position, and he was somewhat sympathetic to

[



248 REBISTANCE OF THE MHEAN

Hitler's caretul attention to social unrest (although he intensely dislik
e 7

Goebbels). ™ Himmler “felt the pulse of the German peaple,” and

prevent unrest against the Euthanasia murders, he had proposed o)

be postponed until the public had been educated o accept them ™ O
_.u__n__..nu.p_u.n_. 18, 1943, he was to order the deportation of a group ol
intermarried Jews whose German partners had died or divorced, wish

the notable exception of formerly intermarried Jews with a child §
children who might stir up unrest as a result, ™

Rosensiradee was not the Hrst tme Himmler and Hitler wos
willing to compromise principles to maintain power. In lare 194

Himmler had proposed releasing some ten thousand lews with relatives

in the United States in exchange for ransom payments, and Hitler b

approved, on condition that it brought m large amounts of foreigy

exchange. Himmler and Hitler's willingness to exchange Jews tor pay

ment indicates thae they would compromise the genocide and thelss
ideclogy, at least it this seemed to help tn a critical wartime situation

and if the numbers of Jews to be exempted were relatively small ™ O

the other hand, it is conceivable that Hitler might have agreed w
exchange twenty thousand Jews for two times as much if it were 8
ensure military victory or that under pressure the regime might have
made concessions larger than the seventeen hundred persons released

following the Rosenstrasse Protest in early 1983,

Afrer he ordered the Jews released, Goebbels had to decide whar lies
to tell in order to hide the fact that a protest had happened and o pag

him and the leadership in the best light. At the Interior Ministry,

where there had been same apposition to the deportation of Mischlingss
officials claimed credir for saving Jews, " and even lowly Karl Krell, the

unemploved baker turned Gestapo agent for Berlin's Jewish Deald
claimed at his denazification trinl after the war that he had ordered tha
release of two thousand intermarried Jews.™

But following the release, the official explanation was that the
Berlin Gestapo had abused its power by arresting and deporting persons
from German-Jewish families,"" The leadership and even the RSHA
denied responsibility. Given that there was an abuose, there had ro be
an offender, and the blame was shifted all the way down to Berlin
Gestapo Director Schiffer, who oversaw the Jewish Desk. Schitfer wis
transferred as a reprisal for abusing his power,™ Bur if there had boen
no provest, Schiffer or his superior would have been roundly rewarded
for clearing Berlin of Jews who had caused the leadership so much
trouble. Individual Germans ingquiring about their deported family
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embers probably still would have been told that the deportation ws

he work of this or that unruly underling but that {unfortunately) it
now o fact that couldn’t be changed, This was the excuse the RSHA

ad given Jewish authorivies when they protested the deportations from

Beettin in February 1940.%

dter all. Coebbels (who had written that Germans: married w0
should also be deported)™ did not complain about the deportations
bt anly about their timing, rationalizing that he would do a more
horough job of cleaning up in a few weeks, " On the same day Goebbels
carinted the S (the term to designate those in the Reich Security
Muin Office who made decisions about the deportations) tor inflexibly

toceeding to follow their orders for deporting Jews despite the protest.

o tundamental malady of our leadership and above all of gur admin-
Wration conists in operating according vo Schema P [bureaucran-
gally],” he wrote, "One has the impression that these people, who
y out this or that measure, don’t reflect a wit, but rather hang tw
& written word, whose main value o them is that they thus have
Sheir actions covered by arders from above.” Confirming Goebbels's

hini that the RSHA had received orders from above, Gutterer remem-

1 that “'the 50 did indeed have an order from Himmler and wanted
B carry it oun Goebbels wasn't against i, but he thought that
iing it at the moment was foolish.”* In his postwar trial the director
M the Berlin Jewish Desk, Walter Stock, testified that he had deported
Btermarried Jews on orders of the RSHA.™ Everyone wis shifting the
plarne around, bur Stock’s testimony (in self-justification) corresponds
with evidence.
At Rogenstrasse the Gestapo immediately began to release Jews,
atening that they would be back very soon, Gill, seme of the Jews
Bulicved they had a new lease on life, Gerhard Braun remembered that
bive ity the Gestapo commanded them to go to the courtvard for a roll
@l Uniformed Gestopo men began to torment them with threats.
fhen they told the Jews ro get their things, and the Jews were officially
sised, 1 had to pick up my papers at my ald place af wark,” said
Gorhard, “because 1 was given new wotk arders for another job. On
p way there an old, old waman recognized me as lew. There on
e open street this woman hugged me, saying something like ‘Haow
fee it is that you're here again, young man. There were such signs

‘b sympathy in Berlin,
ke Cerhard, none of the Jews released returned to their former
Wb, “When 1 left that house, equipped with my official release note
nd instructions o appear agatn st the work office for & new job, my
wilc and both daujghners were there, expocting me."" Ernat Bukokbeer
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smiled. “"They had already been there for hours, patiently sticking
out, and led me home. glowing with happiness. | was exhousted, as
a heavy burden had fallen from my shoulders, There had indeed b
hours wheen | had not expected to return once again to the arde
family. -

“'Having reached home at last, T had above all the need for o war
bath becanse | looked like a pig—as ane says in good German, It w

however, not o simple to get a good bath bec 1
; good barh because warm warer, beos b : :
17 e S s i S e SORNT wsband would be released the following day. "My brother, Giinther,

heated . s : . wed in the neighboring street with my mother and came over with a
had &Lﬁ%wa.nhﬂm _Hwﬂ”;ﬂm:”_r “..__,”__._nwmmnh.n _._.M_uq apartment hot ke, said Charlotte. *“And then he wanted toostay there oo until my
! i ; paband came. Well, | didn't want that, | said, 'Go home, Giinther.’
“ Mo, he said. ‘I was slways there in Rosenstrasse, and | want
greet him too,” Then he waited, and my husband didn't come, he
dn't come, he didn't come, and then my little brother asked; "Can |
y music?” And | said, ‘Whar will he think if we're playing music
here? "Okay," he said, ‘then | will play semething sad.” And then he
Wit on a record, that | will never forget, trom Zarah Leander: T know
at one day a miracle will happen, and then # thousand fairy tales
Ml come true.’ And that was tor me a miracle that he returned.
| “He was totally sick. He was sick to his soul and smelled horrible,
$ cried constantly. Cried constantly. ‘In that camp one is less than a
e, he said. ‘They ke away every ounce of strength.” At the
Miatlottenbury train station he tarried long enough to shave. He hadn'y
o ar Rosenstrasse. Now he was spattered with shaving cream, He
3 ..._.“_..un”_____.. wanted to shave because he was so dark-haired. And _._.m._.._J..__-
Whenever he wasn't shaved, he said something like ‘1 absolutely have
b et to the barber, | look just like a Jew!”
" “Oh, | was so happy that he was there, because for me it was like
anit, And I asked him, “What would you like first?” He said, 'First
ath.* Then 1 said, “What would you like to eat? | have everything
ol here—cake, cottee, meat.” Then he said. ‘1 want to get a bath,
o directly into bed, and from there Il have coffee and cake!’
When the men came out of Rosenstrasse, | rold my husband, "Now
we'll celebrate! We'll make special regquest concerts and invite friends.”
husband was always agreeable on such matrers! And then we

tly in advance huge vessels of boiling water to us, so that we
seeeded in filling the bathtib. OFf course | was extremely moved by
show of concern from my Arvan fellow citizens, This bath filled
with a particular sense of camforting feelings.”

“Jewish pig. we'll have you in here again soon,"" one Lestipo man
i Charlotee’s husband, Julius, as he was released. At home Charlotte
veceived a note the day before from a Jewish orderly that said her

afectivnarely &

_.. Aganp photo album. The

: _.—m,r,__ Israels’ misery al the thought, Why only one time! One can always celebrare. We were
et end of the war is mng. And we got together with others Julius had gotten 10 know in
pictured along with neFriEse,
the terribly At these festive afternoons, there were usually about four pairs,
ﬁﬂ“ﬂn”“-_;rr That always happened over malt coffee and oat flake cookies. Withou

agar and fae, 1t was all wonderful beciuse everyone was hungry, Also

& nice pudding, so the bréad would have some taste. These ‘request




254 BESISTANCE OF THE MEAN pageous Wormen of Kosersirisse b I J

goncerts’ were pice; they are for many certainly still 8 memory. I
from this moment on | was on guard. 1 mever again left my husbe
alone—ncver. And it wasn't even ver over, the Nazi period. 11 we
on and on; and we still had to survive.” Blndy cases ™ Apparently they were slated tor “destruction through
Rudi returned home on March 8, *"He looked like a robber, i k. They were sent to |, G. Farben’s Buna rubber plant at the
and with a beard so dark it was blue,” Elsa recalled. ""OF couroe he i g work camp, Monowitz. There they were divided among dif-
mie about finding the note in his sandwich. He did receive that sands et barracks, were tattooed on their left forearms, and no longer
wich,” she says happily, almost riumphantly. “'He alwaye kepe thal M their names, only their numbers,
note in his wallet. This little note, the one all fat with cheese and butiegy Hin Buna we worked twelve hours a day,” one intermarried Jew
became his talisman,”™ pmbered. The guards atten shor at inmates, he said, because they
Upon arriving in Auschwitz, the rwenty-tive Jews lrom Hosens rewarded for stupping escapees with three days of vication, five
strasse had been immediately sorted out from the others. They wers ey, and o pack of cigarertes. " Guards loved to grab a prisoner’s hat,
not subjected to the “selection” process determamng which Jews wors b 12, and when he had 1o go bring it back, he was ‘shot trying to
Bpe.’ ! Kapos regularly mistreated inmates, and numerous pris-
fien committed suicide by electrncuting themselves on the wires sur-
gnding the camp.™
= On the morning of their twelfth day, just as they were about to
v for work, an 55 Fihrer ordered them o shower and then to report
“med ical supervision, '’ There they learned that they were to be sent
gk o Berlin, on order of “high authorities.”™ They returned on a
timal passenger express train, “They couldn’t get rid of us fast
pugh, remembered one. "'Someone in Berlin must have hit ‘em
Sl the head, '™ Nevertheless, before leaving, they were commuanded
et threat of being returned never to mention what they had seen

40 work and which te death. The telex report of March 8 froim the
bration camp commanders of Auschwite w the Central Ofice
Leonomic Administration referred to these twenty-five as protective

Rudi Holzer's release certificate from Rosenstrasse, signed March B,
1943, Each of the released Jews received a similar certificate.
Considering the severe hombing in Berin al the lime, these certificalen
testify 1o German orderliness inote that “the Jewess” has been crossed
out in order to identify Rudi as “a Jew" and that his profession is lsled

helow a line noting that he was not given food rations at the time ol his
release),

it e, 3T ? |

pachwite,
\One of the twenty-five from Rosenstrasse had to reman behind
Lan (e BETE :E_n___ T s e was too sick to make the trp.® The others were joined by
| T _ pwen Jewish men in intermarriages who su rvived the deportation from
popse Hamburger Strasse on March 4. The release of the prisoners
_r_!__ unexpected by Auschwitz authorities that the prisoners recerved
thes that were not their own.™ Rumors of a release spread like
Mlire among the Auschwitz prisoners. Johnny Hiittner, a Com-
Mkt Jew who had been in various concentration camps since 1936,
eallod that “we turned it over in our minds whether it was a true
L L R lease.” 1t could have been a special ‘Human Experiment,” we

L e AN iy . Baight,

ualutyuskar/ibaniastdagin, Hannah Hergberg remembered the day her husband, Erich, re-
prmed from Auschwitz. “They gave him elothing from other inmates,”
e sald. " The men arrived half dressed. Horrifying. My husband later

Wi e that the officers in Auschwitz had been in a big hurry, all of

sudden, 1o get rid of them. They were thrown together, taken to the

(i BT 2 565 2 1 = .n._m_.uﬁ._ wahoas s b Barlin - 3rits
R CBlE ARt aee 2
WILFAT wE i...“......_.#._. Hiles Al MR e s A Frade i
- R |

T

__.. on, and sent to Berlin on g two-person compartment train. With
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only one guard! Each of them thought that they were now to be
released. ‘Don’t do anything stupid, you're on your way home!’ the
guard said. My husband also recounted how each of them was very
worried because none of them had any money to catch the bus home
from the train station. But in Berlin they were greeted by the 557

The thirty-five intermarried men released from Auschwitz arrived
back in Berlin at the Friedrichstrasse station, accompanied by the guard
The train stopped so ““that we stepped directly into a cordon of 55 and
Gestapo people,”” remembered one, * The Gestapo took them to Gestapo
offices on Burgstrasse and locked them into the basement prison cell
blocks, where they spent the night. Stock, Schneider, Krell, and two
secretaries, present to take the minutes, interrogated five to eight ol
them about their experiences in Auschwitz. A “very high-ranking army
official” was also on hand to “*hear how decent it was in Auschwitz
Stock, who claimed in his defense in a postwar trial that he had done
this only out of curiosity about Auschwitz, directed the interrogation
The interrogations lasted about fifteen minutes and, most important
for Stock and his henchmen, extracted signed confessions to crimes
including spying, treason, and spreading bad reports. “The Gestapo
man started to question me,” Erich Herzberg remembered, “and 1 said
‘I signed a statement declaring | would be completely silent about
everything | experienced.” ‘Well,’ he said, ‘then I'll ask you, How was
the food?’ ‘Good,’ 1 replied. “Were you beaten’? ‘No, sir!’ “Did you
see anyone else being beaten’? ‘No, sir.” Na, well, I'm not stupid,” he
explained. “’1 was in their power, right? I didn’t have anything to say
that was against what they wanted to hear.”™ The Berlin Gestapo
however, did not dare to allow those who had seen Auschwitz to mingle
with the public again. Arbitrarily charged with crimes punishable by
death, they were sent as prisoners in protective custody to the nearby
labor camp in Grossbeeren.

“The Gestapo officially informed us that our husbands were back,”
Erich’s wife, Hannah, said. She remembered well the Gestapo's in-
structions to her and the other wives not to arrive at the Gestapo offices
in a large group, reminiscent of protest. ‘“We were ordered to Burg-
strasse [Gestapo offices],”” she said, in small groups. ““According to the
Gestapo, our husbands were guilty of espionage and were sent to the
camp at Grossbeeren, three hours from Berlin.”

In Grossbeeren the Auschwitz survivors were greeted with angry
cries from Commissioner Schulz, who shouted, “Now, boys, have you
too been allowed to see the sun shine again!” But from this point on

their wives could visit them—if they could manage to survive and theis
wives did not divorce.

n..ﬁ_tﬂh..n-.::u FYOmen Of ROBETINCTiRe Sl

For the intermarried Jews released from Rosenstrasse, there was
continuing uncertainty. Yet the repercussions of the diminutive Ro-
senstrasse Protest reached beyond March 1943 and beyond Berlin,
Despite Goebbels's promise on March 6 to deport intermarried Jews a

puple of weeks later, a decision not to deport them had been reached
by March 18. On that day Himmler recorded in his telephone diary
the business of a conversation with Gestapo chief Heinrich Miiller:
No deportation of privileged Jews.”'™ It was about the same day that
the Jews from intermarriages who had been deported to Auschwitz
work camps during the Berlin Final Roundup were released.'™ On
March 20 Goebbels reported to Hitler that ““Jews have for the most
bart been evacuated from Berlin.* Many of the Jews, some on advice
..._, their employers in Berlin, began to remove the Star of David from
their clothing.’® I don't want to see Jews with the Star of David
sunning about in the capital,’ Goebbels wrote on April 18, 1943.
¥Either the Star must be taken from them and they be classed as
privileged, or they must be evacuated altogether from the capital of
the Reich. '™
On May 19, 1943, Goebbels had declared Berlin Judenfrei, and if
Berlin was “free of Jews” there should also be no signs of them. "
There had been no more deportations of Jews in intermarriages or their
Mischlinge children since the Rosenstrasse Protest. But he was under
jressure to have this part of his job as gauleiter for Greater Berlin
jompleted and apparently considered prevarication preferable to the
of another protest.
On May 21 Adolf Eichmann’s deputy Rolf Giinther answered a
westion from the German police in Paris, who had been waiting to
r from headquarters about what to do with French Jews in inter-

iages. The treatment of intermarriages and Mischlinge cannot be
esolved for foreign areas, he wrote, before it is “clarified’”’ in the Reich.
fhe resolution for the Reich had to be made in Berlin, because about
half the intermarried Jews lived in Berlin and because it was true to
the Nazi sense of propriety that precedents for the Reich be set in the
eich capital. 1 Goebbels thus exercised sway over the fate of all Ger-
pan intermarried Jews not only as propaganda minister but also as
arty gauleiter of Greater Berlin.
Also on May 21, Himmler's deputy in charge of the Reich Security
Office, Ernst Kaltenbrunner, issued a memorandum ordering the
immediate release from concentration camps of all Jews from inter-
narriages except for those interned on criminal charges. Then he turned
to Himmler's order that every Jew be removed from the Reich by June
30 and listed four categories of Jews who had often been s up
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until this point, including those considered “irreplaceable™ by weapons
industries. The frst three categories were now to be deported. But the
fourth—Jews in intermarriages—was not: | order expressly that lew
ish intermartiage partners are in no cose o be sent. There may also
be pratective custody arrests and deportations only when they hav
committed real offenses. Insofar ss Jewish intermarnage parners hav
been deported on general grounds [that Is, strictly because of thilt
Jewssh identity], they are to be successively released. ™"

In October 1943, following endless ministerial discussions, the
buresucrats submitted the question of intermarried Jews o Hitler for
his decision, But the Fihrer refused to reconsider his position of 1941
that had resulted in the “temporary” exemption of intermarried Jews
from deporeations. '™ Despite this decision, the RSHA and Organization
Todt mounted a few more life-threatening attempts onintermarried
Jews, Just as Hitler had refused to determine the definitions for the
Nuremberg Laws in Seprember and Movember 1935, so he refused 1w
take a public stand on mrermarried Jews or to arbitrate the disputs
between rival power centers. Meanwhile, gauleiters who drew intes
married Jews into the Final Solution {Schwede-Coburg and Sprenger|
were to flourish, while the Fithrer insisted on the completion of the
Final Solution and agreed in June 1943 that this would have to done
regardiess of ws political impact. "™

At Rosenstrasse, police torce was not sufficient for separiting and
deporting intermarried Jews in the face of protest because the regime
still hoped to rally the people and save the Reich. In late 1944, when
none of the Nazi leaders could have hoped for victory any longer, o
plan to use armed force against intermarried Jews failed again. In
September 1944 Guatav Nosske, the brazen depury of Oiio Ohlendort 'y
Einsatzgruppe D who had killed rhousands of Jews in cold blood, re
cetved orders to round up all the intermartied Jews in the [Hisseldorl
area and shoot them. V" Nasske refused, He protested the order, and
it was revoked or at least not entorced, Nosske himsell was nor execured
and not even demoted. The nencompliance and protest of intermarried
Germans had stayed the death of their lewlsh partners untl the re
gime’s decision to defer “temporarily” intermarried Jews trom the
Holocaust had been rendered permanent.

Sa the Jews releised from Rosenstrasse survived the war. For Ruth
Gross, the ten-year-cld Mischiing who hung out on Rosenstrasse w
catch an occasional glimpse of her father as he was imprisoned on the
other side of the line between those allowed to live and those destined
lor death, her father's celease in early Moarch 1943 was a symbol of
life transcending death. For her, like all those the Gestapo had tried 10
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Separate, it was a matter of utmost importance to get word to her
Ymprisoned loved one facing death that she knew and cared. In that
Imoment those inside and those outside were together. despite the Ge-
stapo, Ruth Gross had sent her father a note of affection concealed in
8 sl package of food, and it was the moment that he waved her note
that symbolized far her their togetherness,

“I'is thing with Rosenstrasse, that was always a bond berween
s, my Father and me,” she concluded. “This scene, as he stood night
there, and waved at me throogh the window, that [ have always had
i my consciousness. |t came up again too, as he lay in the hospital
ing his last two years. | of course visited him every day there, and
s room was at the end of a sort of hallway. And each time as | went
L ¥, —._.m .n_n_:.__n_ still .m..#_u_n- up, .._:__.__. ke _}__u__._.mn_. at mel ._.._._._..._-.. | .n_._n___.._mm._.—
abour that window from before, in Rosenstrasse, where he had always
ved fust like that, Then, in the hallway, as | was leaving him, I also
rned around o few times and also waved at him, We never talked
jout it. Bur | have always been convineed, that he 10 was always
inking abuout this scene there on Rosenstrasse. About how he stood
there and waved. "'V
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certainly doing similar work to identify and locate all Berlin Jews who had converted
to Protestantism at this time.

Seven days before the Final Roundup (carried out in Berlin and elsewhere in Germany,
notably Breslau), the RSHA wrote new deportation directives "“temporarily” exempting
intermarried Jews and Mischlinge from the deportations, as had become customary

The deportation directives, written by the civil servants under Eichmann, were “'secret’

not-for-circulation documents but had been used. at least to some extent, to deceive
(directives in 1942, for example, lisved in detail what work instruments, including sewing
machines, the Gestapo should allow deported Jews to take with them to their new “work
camps”’). On occasion the RSHA amended its own regulations 1o fit particular situstions,
such as on November 8, 1941, when the RSHA sent a telegram to the Gestapo in
Nuremberg-Furth supplementing the deportation directives, and on April 17, 1942

when Eichmann sent out a telegram to all Gestapo offices amending the deportation
directives. Even lower-ranked officials acted in a way tantamount to amending the
directives. In mid-1942 the RSHA, beause of pressure from the military, released »
new deportation directive ordering that lews decorated highly for their service in World
War | must be deported to Theresienstadt instead of to Auschwitz, but the Dusseldorl
Gestapo disregarded this directive on the basis that they received it after they had
already made plans for a specific deportation that they did not want to “undo.” The
branch office at Dilsseldorf was excused by the RSHA. The “mistakenly’’ deported Jews
were not reirieved. We cannot be sure that they were released to the Berlin Gestapo
in time for their arrests on February 27. In any case, Hitler's 55 division, which arrested
Jews in the Final Roundup, would hardly have taken instructions fram the departation
divectives, but these directives could then be used 1o calm institutions like the Interior
Ministry amid the rumors thar intermarried Jews and Mischlinge were about 1o be
deported. A surprise arrest would have even more of the advantage of ambush if official
policy had announced in advance that it was not to happen. The real advantage (which
those responsible ultimately fell back on) was that it preserved a way for the leadership
to deny that it had ordered these persons deported. At a trial eight years later Berlin
Gestapo Chief Walter Stock claimed he had deported intermarried Jews from Rosen-
strasse in 1943 on orders of the RSHA, which in turn had blamied the Berlin Gestapo
and transferred fts direcror, August Schiffer, ss punishment. Stock Trial, Pkls 3/52

statement of Stock, Auguast 13, 1951,

. Goebbels, Goebbels DHaries, ed. Lochner, entry for March 9, 1943, 278H.
. Goebbels, diary entry for February 2, 1943, BA NL118/95, and Goebbels, Goelrbels

Diarics, ed. Lochner, entry for March 9, 1943, 288,

Lehfeld, “Die Lage der ‘Mischlinge,” 4. On March 2, 1943, Goebbels wrote: “Our plang
were tipped off prematurely, so that a lot of Jews slipped through our hands.” Goebbels
Goebbels Diaries, ed. Lochner, 261. A report that a representative of Himmler attended
4 meeting the day before the Final Roundup to discuss the replacement of Jewish workers
with forced laborers also implies planning at the level of the Reich minister if this
representative was from his personal staff rather than the RSHA. Statement to the
court of Alexander Rothholz, May 2, 1951, Stock Trial

German press, February 25-26, and smtement of Richard Hartmann, June 24. 1968,
Bosshammer Tral.

Baeck survived Theresienstadt. Eppstein did not. He was executed. Perhaps seeking an
indication that he would be treated with consideration, he had asked for and was granted
permission to have his piano sent with him from Berlin to the ghetto. According 1o »
secretary working for Eichmann, Eichmann's deputy Rolf Ganther ordered Eppstein’s
execution, Statement of Margarethe Reichert, October 18, 1967, Bovensiepen Trial
Refchert called Giinther "raw and without feelings.” He to her thar vhe
(Giermans did not hate the Jews but were merely doing a job that had 1o be done.

. Brunner was forced to leave Berlin on January 28, Brunner, a loner, had trouble getting

along in Berlin. Eppatein, who had met with him and Eichmann in Brunner's office
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overcompensated. As an Austrian he had a ..m..ra_..._.”.“:__ xaiu‘u“mﬁhﬁ_”n”wﬂﬂr-”n
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