Biological Anthropology 201, 

Introduction to Biological Anthropology

Instructor:


Patricia Ann Kramer, PhD








pakramer@u.washington.edu




206-616-2449

teaching assistants:
Emily Brunson





ebrunson@u.washington.edu




Henry Lyle





lyle3@u.washington.edu  

lecture:


10:30-11:20  TWThF 
JHN 102

lab/discussion:

Denny 449

website:


http://courses.washington.edu/bioa201k/
Biological anthropology is the study of the physical (or biological) aspects of primates, the order to which modern humans belong.  We will explore such questions as:  What is natural selection and how does it work? What are monkeys and apes and what can they tell us about ourselves? What were our ancestors like?

Attendance at lecture and lab discussion is strongly encouraged. No notes will be posted on the web. 

Grading:  

Midterm:

20%




Final:


30% 




Lecture:

10%




Weekly writing:
20%




Lab:


20%

The midterm and final will be multiple choice and both require a scantron form.  Lecture grades will be awarded based on questions asked in class on randomly determined days. 

Weekly writing assignments will be assigned on Fridays and due on Tuesdays at the beginning of lecture, unless otherwise specified.  Each assignment will require you to write one paragraph and will be graded as acceptable (1 point) or unacceptable (0 points).  Truly exceptional answers may, at the instructor’s discretion, receive 2 points.  Answers will be briefly discussed in class.

The requirements for the lab will be discussed in your lab session by your TA.

There is no required textbook for this class.  I recommend How Humans Evolved by Robert Boyd and Joan Silk and Core Concepts in Biological Anthropology by Agustin Fuentes.

If you have any concerns about the lectures,  lab sessions, or grades, please see your TA about these concerns as soon as possible.  If you are not comfortable talking with your TA or not satisfied with the response that you receive, you may contact Prof. Patricia Kramer.   If you are still not satisfied with the response that you receive, you may contact Prof. Miriam Kahn, Chair, in M32 Denny Hall or at 543-5240 or mkahn@u.washington.edu.  For your reference, these procedures are posted on the Department of Anthropology Bulletin Board, next to the Departmental Office in room M32 Denny Hall.
Schedule:

The class is divided into 2 equal parts.  In the first 5 weeks, we will explore extant nonhuman primates  (prosimians, old and new world monkeys, non-human apes) and microevolution.  In the second part, we will examine macroevolution primarily through the fossil record.

Week 
Topic
 






Dates

1

Introduction and Historical Review





2

Primate Biology








3

Monkeys and Apes








4

Cellular Processes and Genetics Review




5 

Modern Synthesis












Midterm Exam 



7 Feb 2007


6

Non-Hominid Evolution







7

Australopithecines








8

Paranthropus and Homo







9

Homo








 

10

Where from here?












Final Exam

8:30-10:20 
12 Mar 2007

1. What were Darwin’s 5 tenets of natural selection?  Give an example of each.

