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STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
INFORMATION for PRESENTERS

I. Some Details

· Your presentation should be about 30 minutes long. 
· Budget about 10 minutes of the total 30 minutes for questions and comments by your audience.  
· You may use overheads, powerpoint, or the white board.

· Use figures and tables that help you illustrate your points. Explain what the figures and tables are.
· Handouts outlining or covering the points in Items II and III below are very useful.
II. Include the Following for a Presentation on a Research Paper
1) ⁯ full citation of article

2) ⁯ global summary in less than 1 paragraph (or less than 3-5 sentences)

3) ⁯ summary of motivation/background

4) ⁯ summary of methods

5) ⁯ summary of results

6) ⁯ summary of conclusions

7) ⁯ integration of article with other class papers and topics

8) ⁯ what was most interesting to you?

9) ⁯ what questions do you have?

10) ⁯ what remains unanswered, unclear or needs further investigation?

11) ⁯ critiques—what are the limitations of the study (no study is perfect)?

III. Include the Following for a Presentation on a Review or Opinion Paper

1) ⁯ full citation of article

2) ⁯ global summary in less than 1 paragraph (or less than 3-5 sentences)

3) ⁯ summary of motivation/background

4) ⁯ summary of main points

5) ⁯ summary of conclusions

6) ⁯ integration of article with other class papers and topics

7) ⁯ what was most interesting to you?
8) ⁯ what questions do you have?
9) ⁯ what remains unanswered, unclear or needs further investigation?

10) ⁯ critiques—what are the limitations of the study (no study is perfect)?

IV. Tips for a Successful Presentation
· Include the required elements (in II and III above)
· Don’t put more than 2-3 concepts on one page

· Maximum text per page should be around 9 lines per page (less is always better)
· Use large font sizes and easily readable fonts in overheads or powerpoint.  (18-20 point, plain font) 
· Focus overhead materials on key points 

· Bullet your points
· Proofread (edit, spell check, etc) your overheads prior to use

· Demonstrate key findings or points with figures/tables when possible (humans are primates and are thus very visually oriented in learning processes)

· Enlarge figures and tables for overhead use

· Try not to read from overhead or notes, exclusively, or in general. 

· Restate things in your own words or say them a different way from how they were presented in an article 

· Make eye contact with your audience
· NOTE: “Tips for a Successful Presentation” was created in previous Biodemography classes.  They are student and faculty generated tips.  Please share your suggestions for additions to this list.
V. Creativity and Experimentation
· There are certain components of a presentation that need to be in place so that your audience can learn concepts and details from your presentation. See items II and III above.

· There is some room for creativity and experimentation in your presentation.  For example, you may want to start your presentation off with a question, or a list of questions, rather than a global summary.
· Creativity and experimentation should help the learning process and not just serve as entertainment.

INFORMATION for LISTENERS
· Come prepared with questions and comments.

· Note one to three things that go really well for each presentation. Try to incorporate these into your presentation, or into future presentations that you will be doing.

· Note how each presentation lays out each of the required parts in II and III above.  What formats seem to work well? 
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