BioA 450, Biodemography

Spring Quarter 2009


General Guidelines for Preparing Response Papers
· We posed four broad biodemographic research questions at the start of the course:

1. What is the mortality pattern and life span of humans today?

2. What were mortality patterns and lifespan of humans like in the prehistoric past?

3. What is the mortality pattern and life span of nonhuman primates?

4. What is the relationship between nutrition and fertility?  

· You need to answer TWO of these questions in writing.  EACH answer will be one paper, and each should be 5-10 pages  (they can be a bit longer if necessary) typed and double spaced.  Each paper is worth 30% of your grade.
· Number your pages please.
· A bibliography is REQUIRED. 
· To answer these questions, draw from the topics, methods and findings in class readings and discussions.  

· I expect that you will use a large (very large) number of the class readings to answer these questions.  The goal is to learn how to pull all of the material together. Here is an example of the beginning part of an answer to question 1:
“….. the field of demography is concerned with population level trends and these unquestionably exist within all human populations.  For instance, a general human population model of mortality in which mortality is higher among males at all ages and that is high in infancy, reaches a low around puberty, jumps considerably in young adult years, rises throughout adulthood is well documented and supported (Carey 1997, Carey and Judge 2001, Coale 1974, Gage 1998, Newell 1988; Lovejoy et al 1977).  The across the board gains in life expectancy at birth that commenced with global increases in sanitation, public health, and medicine over the last two centuries (Coale 1974) appear to continue in the foreseeable future (Cohen 2003).  Similarly, socioeconomic status, education level, and low levels of behavioral risk taking are always, at the population level, correlated with an increase in average life expectancy (Carey and Judge 2001).

· A useful starting place is to list the class articles you will cover for each of the questions you answer.  You may be surprised at the cross-over of articles into the different questions.  On the other hand, maybe you won’t be so surprised, because we have spent a fair amount of time focusing on integration over the quarter, so hopefully this will be easy for you to do by the time you are writing your final papers.
· You do not need to incorporate outside readings in your response papers, but you are more than welcome to if you want to.  These should supplement, not substitute, for the class readings. 

· The goal here is for you to demonstrate your mastery of the material covered in this course.  I know that you have all mastered some of the material, judging from the level of the class discussions.  You have extensive knowledge and perspectives on the topics we have covered; and can be considered near-experts on a lot of this material. 

· One useful way to begin writing is pretend that someone, like your mother or a friend of yours, asks you one of the above questions.  Go about answering the question in a very general way, writing as if you were talking to that person.  Tell them what approaches and methods researchers have used to answer this question, what conclusions they have reached, and what you think. Then, go back and add the appropriate references, look up things that you might be missing, and decide on an organization that effectively communicates the points you want to make.  Then edit, edit, edit for effective communication. 

· Talk to each other and work together if you would like, like we did in our class discussions.

· Remember that an overarching theme of this course is looking at the biological aspects of mortality and fertility at the population level.
· Minimize the use of quotations from articles.  In fact, you should only quote from an article in exceptional circumstances.

· Be careful that you do not commit plagiarism (copying text verbatim from an article or someone else’s work).

