Introduction:  Discovery

Basic Case Reading Question
Butler v. Rigby, Yeazell p. 31  

Q.  What was the substantive claim in this case?  (Parties/substantive claim/court)


A.  Pl. Butler v. Def. Rigby



Tort?  Auto accident

Q.  Procedurally what has happened that prompts the opinion?

A. Def filed notices of depositions on AMG & MHC


Requested documents showing



# Pt’s involved in litigation  for 6 years



# Pt’s referred by atty’s



# Pts referred by atty’s for pl’s [?]



k’s between AMG & MHC and atty’s re: indiv’s seen by AMG & MHC


AMG/MCH moved for protective order

Q.  Who are AMG & MHC?   Are they parties to the lawsuit?


A.  No.  They provide medical care for pl’s

Q. What rule does defendant rely on in seeking documents?  

A. Rule 45

Q.  Why not Rule 34?
  



A.  Rule 34 permits requests for documents only from parties

Q.  Who ruled on the defendant’s motion initially?  


A.  A magistrate

Q.  What’s a magistrate?  How is a magistrate different from a federal district judge?  


A magistrate performs some judicial functions


But the magistrate is not a judge appointed for life under Article III of the Constitution

