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Overview:  Trial

Norton v. Snapper Power Equipment.  (Yeazell, p. 42)
Answers to Basic Case Reading Questions

Q.  What is the substantive claim in Norton?  (Parties/substantive claim/court)


P Norton          (              Def   Snapper Power



Negligence., warranty



Strict liability defect



    Federal court

Q.  What were the facts giving rise to the substantive claim?


A.  Plaintiff was riding on a lawn mower


Brakes apparently failed


Hand caught in mower – amputated 4 fingers

Q  What procedural steps must have taken place by the time the court issues this opinion? How do you know?

A.         Complaint



Answer + possibly pre-trial motions



Discovery


(We can infer these steps from the fact that the case got to trial)

Trial



Pl’s case



Motion for directed verdict



Ct dismissed negl & warranty claims   
sent strict liability claim to jury



Jury verdict for pl on defect claim, def 80% liable

These steps are noted on p. 53, 1st sentence of last full paragraph

Def’s Motion for JNOV (now judgment as matter of law)



Granted


Noted on p. 53, last sentence

Pl’s Appeal


(Inference from fact case got to 11th Cir and fact court granted JNOV)

Q. What was the procedural posture of the case?

A. Pl appealed from a trial court decision granting defendant’s motion for judgment notwithstanding the verdict after a jury found defendant 80% liable on pl’s product liability claim

Q  What would have happened if defendant hadn’t moved for JNOV? 

A.  Judgment on verdict for plaintiff.   (The judgment is a piece of paper saying plaintiff wins.  It allows the plaintiff to take defendant’s wages or property to pay off, or “satisfy,” the judgment.)

Q.  What would have happened if plaintiff hadn’t appealed?

A.  Defendant wins, as shown by a different piece of paper, the judgment notwithstanding the verdict of the jury.


Q.  What result on appeal here?


Rev’d, remanded, i.e. pl won

Q.  What happens next?
Ct enters judgment on verdict for pl


(more pieces of paper)
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