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Problem Set #1

Peters v. Dodge – Personal Jurisdiction
Yeazell, p. 11
Q.  Is Dodge subject to personal jurisdiction in Illinois?    Why or why not?

A.  Rules:  Traditionally, a court has personal jurisdiction if service of process on the defendant takes place is the forum state.  Now, many courts take jurisdiction over non-residents, such as motorists who are in an accident in the forum state.

Application:    Dodge lives in Illinois, so Peters can presumably serve process on him (hand him the court papers starting the law suit) there.  In addition, even if Dodge lived outside Illinois, the accident happened there, so a non-resident motorist statute might allow jurisdiction in Illinois.

Conclusion: Dodge is subject to personal jurisdiction in Illinois.
Q.  Is Dodge subject to personal jurisdiction in Michigan?

A.  Rule:  The power of the court over a defendant is traditionally based on the connection between the jurisdiction and the defendant

Application:  Because it’s the defendant’s connection with the jurisdiction that matters, the fact that Peters is a student in Michigan is irrelevant.


Conclusion: No, Dodge is not subject to personal jurisdiction in Michigan.

