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Q. On the facts of Peters v. Dodge, where will venue be proper (“lie”)?

A. Rule:  Under 28 U.S.C. §1391(a)(1)  venue will lie where the defendant resides;  under (a)(2) venue will lie where “a substantial part of the events . . . giving rise to the claim occurred”.

Application:  Dodge lives in the Central District of Illinois and the accident occurred there

Conclusion:  Venue will lie in the C. D. of Ill.

Q. Why won’t venue in Peters v. Dodge lie in the Eastern District of Michigan (which includes Ann Arbor, Michigan, where Peters attends school?  

A. Rule:  See previous question.

Application:  The  Eastern District of Michigan is neither the residence of the defendant nor the place where the accident occurred.  28 U.S.C. §1391(a)(3) does not apply because another venue (Illinois) is available.
