



UNITED STATE DISTRICT COURT

WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

	I:

[Plaintiff’s name goes here]

                                                  Plaintiff,

and

[Defendant’s name goes here]

Defendant.

	NO.  [Court stamps the cause number on the complaint when it is filed]

PLAINTIFF’S COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES ARISING FROM NEGLIGENCE



PARTIES

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1.

2.

CLAIM FOR RELIEF

DEMAND FOR JUDGMENT

______________________________

Dated this          day of                      , 2003.

                                                                 






[Lawyer’s Name Goes Here]


Attorney for Plaintiff




� See local rules for the Western District of Washington, CR 10(e)(5) Format, Numbered Paper


� The caption starts three inches from the top in order to leave room for the clerk’s filing stamp and acknowledgment of receipt of the document, if applicable.  CR 10(e)(1) Format, Margins and Fonts


� See F.R.Civ. P. 10(a) Form of Pleadings;  Caption and local rules W.D.WA CR 10(e)(2) Title


� See F.R. Civ. P. 10(a)(1) Names of Parties


� See F.R.Civ. P.10(a) Caption and (e)(2)  Format Recommendations, Title and local rules for the Western District of Washington, CR 10(e)(2)


� Because the federal courts are courts of limited jurisdiction allegations concerning subject matter jurisdiction are required.  See F.R. Civ P. 8(a)(1).  Under F.R.Civ. P. 9(a) it is “unnecessary to aver the capacity to sue” so allegations concerning the parties are often unnecessary.  When “standing to sue”, a doctrine you will learn about in Constitutional Law and Administrative Law, will be contested, allegations relevant to standing must be included.  In addition, because Washington property law adopts community property rules, allegations concerning a party’s marital status is often relevant in a case seeking damages under Washington law, as you will see when you take the Community Property course.    For this reason and for strategic reasons or convenience many lawyers choose to include allegations concerning the parties.  


� See F.R. Civ P. 10(b)  Paragraphs;  Separate Statements


� See F.R.Civ P. 8(a)(2) Claims for Relief:  short plain statement of the claim


� See CR 8(a)(3) Claims for Relief:  demand for judgment.  This section is traditionally referred to as the “prayer” for relief.


� See local rules for the Western District of Washington, CR 10(e)(4)


� See local rules for the Western District of Washington, CR 10(e)(4) and F.R.Civ.P. 11


12 See F.R.Civ. P. 11 and local rules for the Western District of Washington, CR 10(e)(3)
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