COMMUNICATIONS 200, SPRING 2002
EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENT No. 2 ( MEDIA LITERACY, 10 POINTS POSSIBLE

Due May 28th 2002

The purpose of this exercise is to give you an opportunity to discover:

1. What is media literacy?

2. Why is it important?

3. What are some media literacy resources?

4. How does one particular website approach media literacy?

5. What is the websites’ view of media?

6. What concrete tools does it give you, a media consumer?

Definitions: What is media literacy?

“Media literacy is concerned with helping students develop and informed and critical understanding of the nature of the mass media, the techniques used by them, and the impact of these techniques. More specifically, it is education that aims to increase students’ understanding and enjoyment of how the media work, how they produce meaning, how they are organized, and how they construct reality. Media literacy also aims to provide students with the ability to create media products”


Resource Guide: Media Literacy, pp.6-7, Ministry of Education, Ontario, Canada
What do you need to do to get the full 10 points extra credit:

1. Find a media literacy website. This website, by definition, needs to provide its users with some sort of critical understanding of mass media. It could be a site that critiques media performance or one that is an “action-oriented” site that tells you what to do if you like or don’t like what the media are doing. You have a lot of latitude here; the only limitation is that you many not use hate sites (e.g., white supremacist, anti-women, anti-lesbian/gay). Other than that, there are no limitations. The key is: is this a media literacy website? Does it help to create a critical awareness of media practices?
2. Using the form on the reverse side, answer hey questions about your site.

Some resources that illustrate the range and kinds of sites available, and acceptable:

General Resources:

Media Literacy Online Project: http://interact.uoregon.edu/MediaLit/HomePage . 

As a reference, follow the links here to find more websites regarding media literacy.

Center for Media Literacy: http://www.medialit.org 


This website also links to other sites on media literacy

Examples of specific sites (commercial sites, faith0-based sites, parents and families sites)
Children Now: http://www.childrennow.org
Center for New American Dream: http://www.newdream.org/index.html
Center on Blacks and the Media: http://afrikan.net/hype
FAIR: http://www.fair.org
CMPA: http://www.cmpa.com
Lion and Lamb Project: http://www.lionlamb.org
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1.  From your website provide the following information:


Name: ______________________________________________________________________


Web address: http://____________________________________________________________
2.  Briefly describe how did you find this website?

3.   Explain: Why is this a media literacy website? Specifically: How does it help you become more media literate?

4.  What are the key 2-3 points that this site makes about media?

5.   You need to critical analyze this site too. Does this site have a particular bias? Liberal? Conservative? Pro media? Anti media? Explain briefly.

6.   How useful is this site to you, as a media user? How does it make you more informed about the media?

