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Communications 200

Spring 2002

Assignment 2

Due Date: May 31st in Sections

Format: Download the file from the class website and TYPE your answers in the space provided. No hand written or late papers will be accepted. Use Time New Roman 12 point/single space

Grading Criteria:  Each answer will be worth a certain number of points (see next to the question for the point total), with the total assignment worth 50 points.  You will be graded on the overall clarity of your argument, the thoroughness with which you answer the question posed, and on your use of specific examples as supporting evidence.

Introduction (
News is socially constructed.  There are external and internal forces that influence or “shape” the information that we receive. With the rise of the Internet, alternative media have become more accessible at national and global levels giving us a broader perspective of world affairs. Because of the great amount of information that is available for use we need to become more media literate. This assignment is an opportunity to compare and contrast two different media organizations and understand the factors that influence the way news is presented.

Purpose:

· To understand the way these forces come into play in two different news organizations

· To provide an opportunity to learn the way in which the Internet is opening spaces for “all” people, not only formal journalists, to express their opinions and learn from others.

· To give you a chance to explore the dynamics of online journalism in corporate media and independent media.

What you need to do:

1. Go to the following websites and read the articles: 

For Independent Media Center:  http://www.indymedia.org/archive/features/current  

TITLE OF ARTICLE: “Largest Peace Demo Since Intifada Began”. (You will find this article by scrolling down the site. Read the short article and follow some of the links provided IN this article to find more information) 

For CNN: http://www.cnn.com/2002/WORLD/meast/05/11/mideast/index.html
TITLE OF THE ARTICLE: “Demonstrators call for Israeli pullout Israeli forces poised outside Gaza”
2. In order to answer the following questions you need to browse both websites and refer to your lecture notes. You can also find useful information in Hachten’s book
1.-Briefly describe each of these organizations and discuss how they differ from each other: CNN and Independent Media Center   (5 points)

2.-Looking at the information provided in the articles: How are the stories presented differently? Are they presented critically, supportive or in a neutral way?  (5 points)

3. - List five sources that appear in each of the articles and briefly define what their affiliation is (government, non-governmental organization, activist group, individual, news agencies, etc) (5 points)

	CNN.com article
	Indymedia.org article

	Sources
	Affiliation
	Sources
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4.-Considering the five sources that you listed in question 3, how do those sources affect the credibility of each article? In what ways? (Elaborate using specific examples from the stories)  (7 points)

5. - From your observations, who are the audiences that CNN.com and Indymedia.org are targeting? Provide a brief description of each of the audiences and compare and contrast them.  (5 points)

6. - Are there any commercial advertisements in these two websites? If not, who funds these organizations?  (5 points)

7. - As you learned from lecture, news organizations function as gatekeepers. If you want to contribute with an article to CNN.com and Indymedia.org what are the editorial policies of each one of these organizations? 

How do they differ? For information about editorial policies go to:
(5 points)

For CNN ( http://www.cnn.com/COMMUNITY/standards.html
For IMC (  http://www.seattle.indymedia.org/policy.php3 

8. - Here we see two different media organizations, each of which differs in how it reports “reality”. What does this tell us about “reality” and “media reality”? How can “news” differ? Why isn’t it all the same? (13 points)

