STUDY QUESTIONS FROM READINGS (  WEEK 1
Articles from the class website

1.Teens’ Violent Software Modifications

What are “mods”?

What do they  do?

What is their economic attraction for game producers?

What is the criticism of “mods”?

What does the Entertainment Software Rating Board do?

2. Murdoch’s Mean Machine

Who is Rupert Murdoch?

What is the name of his company?

Why have some criticized Murdoch’s HarperCollins unit? Note payments for memoirs; why was this controversial?

Some contend that Murdoch is highly biased or partisan. How has he used his media companies in this regard?

Some contend that Murdoch’s properties are racist. Why?

What is Murdoch’s attitude toward China?  How does this surface in his media properties?

Some contend that large media companies devote a lot of attention to promoting themselves.  Is there any evidence of this in the Murdoch companies? (hint: note how the N.Y. Post covered Fox TV shows, and the movie Titanic; note TV Guide content)

3. Mergermania

What is mergermania?

Why was the AOL/Time Warner merger significant?

What are the limits to mergermania?

What has the FCC done about mergermania?  Why?

What is Commissioner Tristiani’s concern about mergermania?

What is the concern of the International Federation of Journalists (IFC)?

4. Vivendi Chief Takes Steps

This is the latest of many media mergers.

Note some of Vivendi’s new holdings in the U.S.

Where is Vivendi based?

What will consumers get from the merger?

Why does Vivendi need to own TV properties?

What kinds of problems does Vivendi face?

How successful has Vivendi been in developing wireless media?

5. Journalists Protest Zimbabwe Bill

What is “The Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Bill”?

What are its chief provisions?

What is the “Public Order and Security Bill”?  

Hachten. Chatper 3 on Freedom of the Press

1. Blasi sees the libertarian view as based on certain values. What are those?

2. What is the definition of freedom of the press? (p.31).

3. What are the characteristics of nations that have a free or independent press?

4. Emerson outlines 5 factors on why a free press is a central requirement for democracy.  What are they?(32-33).

5. Why is freedom of press and speech so fragile?

6. According to Emerson, what are the values of the First Amendment? (33-34)

7. Why does Blasi feel that press scrutiny of government is so important?

8. What is meant by the term “no prior restraint”?

9. What is Near v. Minnesota? What issues did it address?    What are the exceptions to the ban on prior restraint?

10. What is New York Times v. Sullivan?  Why was this an important part of press law?

11. What was the Pentagon Papers case? Why was this an important case?

12. What are current challenges to press freedom?

13. What is the concern over hidden cameras?

