STUDY QUESTIONS FROM READINGS (  WEEK 2
MEDIA CONGLOMORATES AND FILM
Articles from the class website

1. - Schizophrenia and Beautiful Mind
What is the movie about?

What is schizophrenia?

Who is it based on and what particular illness this person is dealing with?

Why it has been claimed that the movie is a sanitized version of Nash’s story?

How this sanitized version is is giving people false hope about dealing with schizophrenia like John Nash did?

2. - From Mad to Madness and Back

What is the name of the director of Beautiful Mind?

What makes John Nash so exceptional to base a movie on part of his life?

Why some people claim that the movie does not represent accurately the “real” John Nash?

What was the intellectual and political context in which the movie takes places? Why is this relevant?

Do you think that movies that are based on historical figures such be portrayed accurately or they should use sanitized versions like in “Beautiful Mind”?

Are movies real or realistic?

Hachten. Chapter 5 on Media Conglomerates
1. What has been the trend in the media business in the last decades?
2. Why the concentration of media outlets in fewer hands could hurt the diversity of ideas?
3. What are the recent most important “big” mergers among media companies? 
4. Disney’s takeover of ABC represented the first media company to have a major presence in………. (p.59)?
5. - How is the merger between Time Warner, Turner and AOL different from Disney-ABC?

6. - Why are journalist concerns about the Internet becoming prey to corporate consolidation when Time Warner- Turner decided to buy AOL? (p.61).

7. - The merger among which companies created the nation’s largest broadcast station group? (p.61). what kind of media outlets each of these companies have?

8. - Why is Rupert Murdoch important? Who is he and what media conglomerate does he own?

9. - How are these media giants competing to access global markets? (p.64)

10. - Which are in the world is expected to be the fastest growing market for cable television?

11. - What are European Media companies doing to reach wider audiences and challenge the American companies? (p.64)

12. - What is the name of a very big German media company?

13. - What kind of investments Japanese corporations are doing in the Media Business? (p.65)

14. - What is the main concern for public affairs journalists about the mergers of these media companies into big conglomerates? (p. 66).

15. Why is the future of journalism threatened by these mergers? What are some examples that Hachten describes on page 67-69?

16. - Have the majority of daily newspapers been swallowed by media conglomerates? If not, why is this important?

17. - What are some of the assumptions about chain ownership?  What happens when a newspaper chain buys an independent publication? (p.73)

18. - What are some of the problems that the newspaper industry is facing? (p.74)

