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	W 12:30-2:30pm
	M 12:30-2:30pm
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	CMU 340-L

	Email:
	rebecc2@uw.edu
	ebc5@uw.edu
	muzammil@uw.edu
	shinl2@uw.edu
	meekslm@uw.edu


Goal of Discussion Sections

Discussion sections are an integral part of the Com 201 course. They will give you the opportunity to engage actively with the topics covered in lecture, and they will be a place to discuss and share perspectives on the readings, which are not addressed in lecture. They are an opportunity to synthesize the main ideas of the course. The purpose of the sections is not simply to review lecture material or cram for exams, though participating and asking questions in section will be an important element of preparation. Keys to succeeding in section include:

· Doing the class reading. Complete all readings before your section; minimize distractions such as TV, texting, etc. Teaching Assistants can work with you on reading strategies and tips for good note-taking.

· Being ready to participate. Learning is an active process: you are likely to do better on exams the more you participate. Section is the best opportunity to think through the material and expand on it by interacting with classmates. Come ready to engage.

· Turning in section assignments. The assignments for section will push you to think and speak about these concepts with greater clarity. This, in turn, will significantly improve your ability to hand in strong papers and exams. 

Classroom Policies

· Laptops, iPads, and cell phones must be put away during section.

· All assignments you hand in are due before class begins on the appropriate date. We do not accept late assignments.
· If you miss a lecture or quiz section, 1) review the main slides on the course website, and 2) ask a fellow student for notes. Office hours, quiz sections, and emails are times to address specific questions, and not for lecture review. 

· Stay home if you are sick. If at all possible, let your TA know ahead of time. 

· If you are unable to turn in a physical copy of your assignment on the day it is due because of a school-sanctioned absence or religious holiday, please contact the TA before the assignment is due to figure out an alternate way to submit your assignment.
· E-mail is the best way to reach your TA, but your use of it should be limited. Questions requiring involved responses need to be brought to office hours. We try to respond to email within 24 hours, but there are no guarantees; we will not respond on weekends, holidays, or within 24 hours of any exam or paper deadline.
· Grading Questions: If you have questions about the grades or written comments you receive, please make an appointment to see me or stop by during office hours as soon as possible to discuss your work. If you are objecting to a grade, I require that you 1) wait at least 24 hours before responding, and 2) submit your objection in writing before meeting in person. All grade challenges must be made within one week (seven days) of the return of papers in section.
· Academic Honesty: You are assumed to be familiar with the University’s policies on cheating and plagiarism and the potential penalties involved (a link to those policies is on the section website or you can find it at: http://depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm). In the event that there is a question about your work, you may be asked to produce any notes and outlines you used, to identify your sources, and to provide an electronic copy of your paper. It also is my policy to forward any incidents of probable academic misconduct to the College of Arts and Sciences’ Committee on Academic Conduct for investigation and resolution.
· Students with Disabilities: The University is committed to providing access and reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education, and employment for individuals with disabilities. If you have a disability that may affect your work in section, see me during office hours as soon as possible. 
Section Grading

As noted in the main course syllabus, assignments for section account for 40 points of the course total. These are divided into four activities:

20 points
Media Critique Write-up

5 points
Media Critique Presentation

5 points
Media Essay 1 Outline
10 points
Participation Check-In
Section Activities and Assignments

Reading Groups
At the beginning of the quarter you will be randomly assigned to a reading group of 6-7 students. Your reading group assignment will determine when your Media Critique Write-Up and Presentation will be due (see below), and during sections you will meet with this group to discuss the week’s readings. Note, the reading groups are just for in-section discussion of the readings. The Media Critique Write-up and Presentation are individual assignments. 
Media Critique Write-up (20 points)

You will identify a piece of media (news, article, book, video, blog post, radio broadcast, etc.) that relates to one or more concepts discussed in lecture or readings. Write a brief summary of that piece of media and critically examine how it illustrates the concept(s) of interest. For example, how does a television show reproduce or break social gender norms. This write-up will be one single-spaced page, 12 point font, and one inch margins. Write-ups must be printed out and brought to sections on the day they are due to receive credit. Points will be allocated as follows: five points for an appropriate choice of media; five points for linking the item to specific concept(s) from the lectures/readings (these should be named and cited); five points for the quality of critical analysis; and five points for overall clarity and grammar. Put your name, the date, and section on the write-up. Your Reading Group assignment determines when your write-up is due. The concepts you use in the write-up must be from that week’s lecture or reading. For instance, if you are Group C, your write-up is due in sections on Oct. 21, and you need to include a concept from lecture or readings for 3rd week of class, from Oct. 17–21. 
Media Critique Presentation (5 points)
Based on your Media Critique Write-up, you will give a brief 1-2 minute presentation on the day your write-up is due. Your presentation should include what piece of media you selected, what concept you selected, a very brief description of the concept, and a brief discussion of how this piece of media illustrates your selected concept(s). 
	Introduction: Friday, September 30
	

	
	

	Week 1: Friday, October 7
	Week 6: Friday, November 11

	· Reading Group A Presentations
	· No section–Veteran’s Day

	
	

	Week 2: Friday, October 14
	Week 7: Friday, November 18

	· Reading Group B Presentations
	· MEDIA ESSAY 2 DUE

	
	· Reading Group F Presentations

	Week 3: Friday, October 21
	

	· MEDIA ESSAY 1 OUTLINE DUE
	Week 8: Friday, November 25

	· Reading Group C Presentations
	· No section—Thanksgiving

	
	

	Week 4: Friday, October 28
	Week 9: Friday, December 2

	· MEDIA ESSAY 1 DUE 
	· Reading Group G Presentations

	· Reading Group D Presentations
	

	
	Week 10: Friday, December 9

	Week 5: Friday, November 4
	· Reading Group H Presentations

	· Reading Group E Presentations
	


Media Essay 1 Outline (5 points)
Before Media Essay 1, we will hold a prep session for you to workshop ideas with one another.  For this to be effective, you should come to class prepared with the main idea of your paper and how it will be structured, in the form of an outline of your paper. This workshop will be on October 21. A full outline should provide the structure for the whole paper, with notes on your main point, evidence, and conclusion. Put your name and section on the outline. Bring two printed copies of the outline with you to section, one to use for the workshop and the other to turn in.
Participation Check-In (10 points)

For 8 of the 10 weeks of sections you will get into your reading groups to discuss the readings. Each week, your group will discuss the main arguments of a selected reading, and you will need to write down the names of the present group members and the main argument of the reading on a sheet of paper. This paper will then need to be handed in to the TA at the end of class. If you participate in 5 or more of these discussions, then you will receive the full 10 points. If you participate in 4, then you receive 8 points, and so on. Therefore, to receive the full 10 points, you need to participate in at least 5 of the total 8 discussions. Since there are more discussions than you need, you will not be penalized should an emergency arise or you have to miss section for a school-sanctioned activity or religious holiday. 
Section Schedule

PAGE  
2

