Elements of a Good Project Proposal


Writing a good proposal will help you manage your time so that you can complete the quarter with three papers that meet your objectives. The specific format and content of these elements may vary; they may not always appear as separate sections or in the order listed here. 

Introduction 
This is a clear and concise statement of the purpose or goal of the project. Consider including (1) the specific question(s) to be answered (what) and (2) a brief explanation of the need for or significance of the study (why). The introduction should also address your objectives – what you intend to accomplish this quarter. 

Literature Review
This section need not be lengthy but it should reflect your understanding of relevant bodies of literature. List all pertinent papers or reports that you have consulted in preparing the proposal; include conversations with faculty, peers or other experts. A well-written review provides a sense of critical issues which form the background for your own work this quarter.

Methodology
This section is the heart of the proposal because it provides insight into your perspective as well as details on how you plan to carry out the project. How will you accomplish your objective(s)? What theories or concepts will guide the study? How do they or might they suggest the specific hypotheses or research questions? Where might you run into obstacles?

Explain the specifics of what you want present in your project (statistical data, comparisons of historical and recent data, the evolution of a paradigm, etc.).  One way to do this is by developing a rough outline of the major topics and sub-topics that you will investigate.
Your timeline and a very rough scope (past – current – future) has been pre-determined.


A final note about good proposals
Quality writing is critical. The proposal should be clear, concise, and free of jargon. There should be no spelling or grammatical errors, and the proposal should be easy to read. 

Start early and share ideas with peers! Incorporate feedback; gain ideas from reading other student work.
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