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Course Description and Objectives:


 This is a field-based Exploration Seminar being offered in Summer 2008.  Students will engage in ten days of intensive immersion in the small agricultural village of Mastatal in rural western Costa Rica, at the Rancho Mastatal Environmental Learning Center. Activities in Mastatal will include natural history hikes and fieldwork, discussions and exercises pertaining to ecology and sustainability, and cultural exchanges with local residents both in Mastatal and in nearby communities.  Students will also travel to the Pacific coast, where they will stay at a turtle conservation center. Activities at the conservation center will include hikes in mangrove habitat as well as night turtle patrols along the beach. Finally, students will spend a few days in the cloud forest habitat of Monteverde before returning to the central valley.  


The academic requirements of this course include a rigorous, 17-day international travel experience in Latin America, during which students will learn from and interact with faculty, native naturalist guides, native peoples, and an incredible diversity of organisms in Costa Rica.  Students will be required to keep a detailed field journal, read scientific literature and complete written exercises pertaining to tropical ecology and sustainability.

Texts (Required):

Beletsky, L. 1998. Costa Rica: The Ecotraveller’s Wildlife Guide. Academic Press.

Biesanz et al. 1998. The Ticos: Culture & Social Change in Costa Rica. Lynne Riener Publishers.

Optional texts (Not required):

Vandermeer & Perfecto. 2005. Breakfast of biodiversity: the political ecology of rain forest destruction. Food First.

Kricher, J. 1999. A Neotropical Companion.  Princeton University Press.

Additional readings posted at: 

http://courses.washington.edu/cr2008/readings.htm
Evaluation criteria:

Students will be required to attend all class sessions (both before & during the field portion of the course), read all assigned readings, keep a daily field journal throughout the course, and complete all exercises. Expectations for journals will be discussed at a pre-trip meeting. Short essay question/exercise sheets pertaining to field trips/visits will be assigned regularly during the course. Course grades will be based upon the following:

Field Journal: 



30%

Short essay question/exercise sheets:
50%

Participation:



20%

Total: 



          100%

Contact information:

Rancho Mastatal Environmental Learning Center  (http://www.ranchomastatal.com/): 

Contacts:  Rancho Mastatal:  Tim O’Hara/Robin Nunes

Direct phone line (new!): 011-506-2-410-6263

Mastatal Public Phone: 011-506-2410-6085 (Let ring a long time until someone answers and ask for “Rancho Mastatal”)
Hotel Los Volcanes (Alajuela): 011-506-2441-0525

Playa Palo Seco: 011-506-2779-9937


Pension Manakin (Monteverde): 011-506-2645-5080

US Contacts: Tropical Adventures in Education: 206-784-8951 Andra Bell

