
Three-Step Quotation Analysis

Incorporating quotes into your documents is more than merely typing in the quote and citing its source….

Step 1: Introduce the quotation

(Introduce the quote in the proper place within your document, and cite it properly.)
College life provides a diversity of social, academic, and athletic opportunities for students. This can be a powerful positive force, but it can also detract from students’ abilities to manage their time. As Malcolm X states, “One of the biggest troubles with colleges is there are too many distractions, too much panty-raiding, fraternities, and boola-boola and all of that” (227).
Step 2: Explain what is argued in the quotation (provide a context)
(The source should agree with how you sum up the quotation – this will help you establish credibility, by demonstrating that you do know what the source is saying even if you don’t agree with them.)

College life provides a diversity of social, academic, and athletic opportunities for students. This can be a powerful positive force, but it can also detract from students’ abilities to manage their time. As Malcolm X states, “One of the biggest troubles with colleges is there are too many distractions, too much panty-raiding, fraternities, and boola-boola and all of that” (227). In this example, Malcolm X is pointing out that the variety of activities that colleges offer students can keep them from completing their academic work.
Step 3: State the implications of the quotation for your own argument. 

(What do you make of the source's argument?)

College life provides a diversity of social, academic, and athletic opportunities for students. This can be a powerful positive force, but it can also detract from students’ abilities to manage their time. As Malcolm X states, “One of the biggest troubles with colleges is there are too many distractions, too much panty-raiding, fraternities, and boola-boola and all of that” (227). In this example, Malcolm X is pointing out that the variety of activities that colleges offer students can keep them from completing their academic work. While Malcolm X is certainly right that distractions are plentiful on college campuses, he fails to consider the necessity of these social interactions among students. Without the “boola-boola and all of that,” students would miss out on an essential part of their education.
Note:  In all cases, all three steps may not be required, but their absence must not leave the reader to assume what your position is and why the quote was included or question the credibility of your position with respect to the quoted material.







