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Recycling Program Keeps Computers Out of Landfills (Summary)

Last month, Hewlett Packard (HP) announced a new recycling program for unwanted computer equipment under its Planet Partners program, garnering praise from government and industry officials.

Modern computer equipment contains more than 1,000 different materials, including lead, mercury, and biologically active materials. Even the best landfills can leak these toxic liquids and gases, polluting soil, ground waters, and air.

The National Safety Council states that, in 2002, the number of personal computers (PCs) deemed obsolete will exceed the number of new PCs shipped. Due to few options for recycling unneeded equipment, fewer than 10 percent of these obsolete computers will be recycled. By 2004, over 315 million obsolete computers will be headed to waste facilities, according to estimates quoted by the Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition.

HP’s new recycling program processes used equipment from HP and other corporate customers. First, equipment is evaluated, and working equipment is distributed to charitable organizations or other reuse channels. Then the remaining equipment is processed in HP’s Roseville, CA facility to compact and extract component metals and plastics for recycling. Collaboratively developed and operated with a Canadian mining and metals company, a second facility opens in Nashville TN in July.

HP is leading a growing international movement. Similar programs are planned in Europe, Canada, Latin America, and Asia. And last month, the European Parliament passed a law, which sets a high standard for manufacturers to reduce the hazardous waste in electronic products and improve recycling efforts.
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