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Winter Quarter 2007
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Instructor:

Sherrie Brown, J.D., Ed.D.

Research Associate Professor, Educational Leadership & Policy Studies
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South Bldg.  Room 102

206-685-4010
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Office Hours:

Please call to schedule an appointment.

Course Website:  http://courses.washington.edu/edlps516/syllabus.shtml
Course Goal and Objectives:

The goal of the course is to provide professional educators, social workers, law students, and interested others, a thorough understanding of the federal and Washington State laws and regulations effecting the provision of educational services to disabled students.

The specific objectives of the course are that you will achieve the following:

1. An understanding of the fundamentals and history of the development of special education and civil rights for students with disabilities.

2. A basic knowledge of the fundamental principles of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

3. A basic knowledge of the fundamental principles of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

4. An ability to apply these basic legal principles to actual situations involving students with disabilities in public education.

5. An ability to demonstrate a working knowledge of the course materials through successful completion of a mid-term assignment and a final examination.

Course Overview:

All educational staff—regular and special education teachers, administrators, related service providers (such as occupational and physical therapists and nurses) and associated support personnel—feel the effects of law in the performance of their professional duties.  Special Education and the Law is designed to provide educators, and other interested professionals working with children and their parents, an introductory overview of the federal and state laws concerning provision of services to disabled students in the public schools.  

Although special education law includes constitutional consideration, this course focuses on federal and state statutes that address the educational rights of disabled children.  At the federal level, the course emphasizes the rights of students and their parents and the responsibilities of educators contained in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  The course includes a review of the political, legal, and social history responsible for its passage including the most recent changes made as a result of the 2004 reauthorization.  Additional federal laws that are discussed include the Rehabilitation Act of 1973: Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  We do not have time to study the federal laws and Washington State specific laws in any depth.  However, some of the readings will include selected issues in Washington State special education law.  Selected passages from the federal and state statutes and the relevant administrative and case law will be read and discussed.

You are not required to have a background in law.  However, the course includes an introduction to legal process including the opportunity to develop skills in reading and analyzing judicial decisions and to practice applying legal principles to factual situations.  The course material is presented through both lecture and class discussion.  Students will be evaluated based on class preparation and participation, the two assignments, and performance on the final take-home examination.  

Course Requirements:

1) Readings

The required texts are 1) The Law and Special Education (2nd ed.) by Mitchell L. Yell (2006) and 2) Wrightslaw:  Special Education Law by Peter and Pamela Wright (2006). The reading in the texts will be supplemented by judicial opinions (indicated by case name on the syllabus reading assignments) and other pertinent material available on the website.
2) Class Participation

One objective of the course is to provide you with the opportunity to practice applying special education law to situations that you might encounter in the public schools. This requires that you actively participate in discussions and be prepared during class to participate in interactive discussions to practice this skill.  Although these discussions are not graded, your participation is considered in determining the final course grade.  If you are uncomfortable with talking in class, please let me know so that we can problem-solve how to include you in discussions.

3) Assignments

There are two course assignments.  The first assignment will be done in groups of “2s” and involves reading, briefing and presenting a case summary of an assigned case.  For example, the Group #1 will read, write a brief on the Rose case, and then present the brief orally to the class.  You will find the electronic citation for Rose on the syllabus and the date that the brief and presentation will be due—so for Group #1, that is January 29.  Group #2 is the B.S. case and it is due on February 5.  Group #3 is Rachel H. and it is due February 26.  Group #4 is Ms. S. and due on February 26 also.  Group #5 is Clyde K. and is due on March 5.  I encourage everyone to read the cases even if you are not presenting them; it will make the discussion livelier!  

The second assignment is a written response to each of two case studies that are distributed during class February 12 and due on February 19 electronically (since we don’t meet that day). The case studies describe specific situations, issue(s) to be addressed, and a question(s) to be answered.  Your task is to determine the appropriate laws to apply to the facts and to answer the specific questions asked. The case studies will be graded, returned and discussed during class February 26.

4) Final Exam

There is a take-home exam that I will distribute on March 5 and will be due electronically on Thursday, March 15 by 5PM.  The exam format consists of short answer, multiple-choice, and a hypothetical case study that includes numerous special education legal issues.  In answering the case study, you are expected to identify the legal issues, apply relevant Washington State laws (those we have talked about in class) as well as federal law, and determine the appropriate legal conclusions and action to be taken. The exam is open book.

5) Grading

Grades are based on the following:

1) class participation (20%);

2) written assignments (case brief, 20%; case studies, 20%); and 

3) final exam (40%).  

SCHEDULE and READING ASSIGNMENTS

Topics



Assignments
Session 1


Course Schedule/Syllabus





January 8, 2007

American Legal System Overview
Yell (ch. 1,2)


Reading Judicial Opinions

Writing Case Briefs



Appendix A:  Analyzing a Court Decision from LaMorte (1999) School Law Allyn & Bacon (6th Ed) at 411.
Session 2


HOLIDAY
January 15, 2007


Session 3


History and Political Background
Yell (ch. 4,5)

January 22, 2007

Overview of IDEA


Wrights (11-16)

Mills  (pages 1-20) 

 http://www.faculty.piercelaw.edu/redfield/library/Pdf/case-mills.boe.pdf
Session 4


Introduction to other major laws:
Yell (ch. 6,7)

January 29, 2007

§504, ADA, RCW 49.60

Wrights (291-294)
Bullying

Baird v. Rose  


GROUP #1

http://laws.lp.findlaw.com/getcase/4th/case/982064P&exact=1
Bullies in our Schools http://wea.uwctds.washington.edu/HTML%20Bulletins/Bulletin3.html
Session 5


FAPE and FAPE revisited

Yell (ch. 8, 9, 10)

February 5, 2007

NCLB




Rowley--Wrights, 343









Wrights (299-306)
Seattle S.D. v. B.S.  


GROUP #2

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?navby=search&case=/data2/circs/9th/9436153.html




Special Education Law Quarterly FAQs

http://wea.uwctds.washington.edu/HTML%20Bulletins/Bulletin5.html
Session 6


Related Services


Yell (ch. 12)
February 12, 2007

Least Restrictive Environment
Garrett-Wrights,385 




Case Studies Distributed
Session 7


HOLIDAY
February 19, 2007

Case Studies due electronically by 5PM
Session 8


Case Studies Discussion & Case Briefs 
Yell (ch. 13)
February 26, 2007

Miscellaneous Issues


Rachel H.  



GROUP #3

http://www.kidstogether.org/ct-rachl.htm
Ms. S. V. Vashon Island S.D. 
GROUP #4

http://216.239.57.104/search?q=cache:D5Bs3zHsGLsJ:www.ca9.uscourts.gov/ca9/newopinions.nsf/A421EB3E94DFECD888256D730070AB34/%24file/9936243.pdf%3Fopenelement+ms.+s.+v.+vashon+island+school+district&hl=en


Session 9


Change of Placement/Discipline
Yell (ch. 14)


March 5, 2007

Final distributed


Honig-Wrights, 369
   


Change of Placement:  Is it or isn’t it?
http://wea.uwctds.washington.edu/HTML%20Bulletins/Bulletin4.html




Clyde K. v. Puyallup S.D.  

GROUP #5  

March 15, 2007

Final exam due electronically by 5PM
Thursday

4
5

