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This memo is for the name tag design project in Engineering 100.  In it the ideas, purpose, constraints, and description are discussed and evaluated.

Objective

The purpose of this project was to creatively come up with a name tag design so that the instructor, T.A., and classmates could learn everyone’s names.  Once a design was chosen out of the many ideas generated, it had to be constructed and brought to class on April 12 (Wednesday). 

Constraints
The constraints imposed by the assignment were not very strict as given by the instructor.  It seems as if the expectation was to be as creative as possible, and that originality is important.  But within the project itself there were some aspects that limited what could be done.  Such elements as size, durability, and readability were determining factors in the final design.  The name tag had to be large enough to read and remember but also it had to be a reasonable size to construct and bring to class. Since the design chosen was going to use a liquid on the inside, there are also weight and leakage factors.
Ideas

The name tag is supposed to be reflective on each individual student, and from there ideas were generated.  The three main interesting aspects to the project were going to be centered on golf, Hawaii, or fishing.  To incorporate these things the first idea was to create a putting green with the name on it and having it contain a hole with a flag and a golf ball.  But that was too boring and it seemed not very creative.  The second idea was to have the name floating in a bottle with oil and water.  This was an idea that was good, but once again it seemed a little too simple and it would be hard to get the name into such a small opening of the bottle.  So the third idea is an improvement of the second idea, it has the name floating in the oil and water, but also other details on the outside that enhance it.  These little details also give additional information to the class about some hobbies such as fishing.

Description

This project is made out of a jar with oil, water, food coloring, and the name pasted onto a foam board inside of it.  The name is typed out and pasted in a triangle (so that it can be visible from many angles) and covered with tape to ensure that it does not smear.  Then the jar it is decorated with a beach/tropical scheme representing Hawaii.  There are also details such as the fish designs which are supposed to convey the fact that fishing is an interest and a hobby, see Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1. The Sail Boat

Summary

This project was an interesting “spin” on a regular name tag.  It has interesting twists that go beyond the scope of a regular name tag like such details as the colored water, fish, and beach theme.  Aside from just the project there were other things that can be taken away from this assignment like the fact that doing such types of projects is harder now in college because there is less access to scrap materials.  It was an obstacle that needed to be overcome, and made the design of this project even more complicated and tough.  Since the final idea is a combination of two ideas most of the brainstorming and thoughts got merged into a last design bringing everything together. 
