ENVH 111: Exploring Environment and Health Connections, 2010

Week of Oct 4-8

Reading for the week:

Global Warming by Natalie Goldstein, Checkmark Books, New York, 2010

I selected this introductory chapter because I thought it gave a very clear explanation of the scientific evidence regarding climate change and climate variability that has accumulated over many years. The author, Natalie Goldstein, is a free-lance writer rather than an academic. The Foreword to the book was written by Dr. Kerry Harrison Cook, Professor of Climate System Science, University of Texas, Austin. I would encourage any of you interested in this topic to read the rest of the book.

Questions:

1. What is the difference between weather and climate?

2. What is the difference between climate variability and climate change?

3. What do you think is the most persuasive evidence for the presence or absence of climate change?

4. What/who do you consider to be the most reliable source for information on climate change?

5.  If you accept the author’s conclusion that climate change (rather than variability) is occurring, do you think that human activities play a substantial role in this change? Why or why not?

6. What kinds of activities would be considered “adaptation” to climate change? 

7. What kinds of activities would be considered “mitigation” of climate change?

8. What alterations, if any, have you made in your life in response to the widely held view that climate change is occurring and that humans play a role in that change?

