ENVH 111: Exploring Environment and Health Connections, 2010

Week of Oct 11-15
Reading for the week:

Forum: Can organic agriculture feed the world? by Catherine Badgley and Ivette Perfecto, Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems:  22(2); 80-85.
Questions on Reading:

1. Do you think organic agriculture can sustainably feed the growing world population?  

2. What are some ideas for how we can advance the use of agro-science and biotechnology in a safe and sustainable manner?

3. If a food product is labeled “organic,” or “natural,” do you assume that it is safer than other products?
Questions on Lecture:

4. Should the FDA or USDA enforce the labeling of GMO products for the consumer?  Under what circumstances?
5. In light of their unknown health outcomes, do you think developing nations should adopt GMOs to enhance nutrition and productivity or should they rely on traditional farming practices?
6. As a consumer, do you think food is healthier with or without GMOs and why?
7. The FDA is considering approval for a genetically modified salmon. A company has developed a way to alter the DNA of salmon so they grow bigger, faster. The idea being, this will make salmon cheaper for the consumer. But is it safe? And more importantly, would you eat it? What do you think, should the FDA give it the green light? 
8. Overall, do you think the “green revolution” has been beneficial or negative to human health?  Explain why.  

