ENVH 111: Rubric for In-Class Responses
The in-class responses to a different weekly question presented during discussion section will be graded using the following criteria.

	Component
	Points Possible
	Criteria

	
	
	

	Content
	8
	Addresses the question or prompt.

	
	
	Demonstrates an awareness of the relevant issues based on lectures, assigned articles, academic, or personal knowledge.

	
	
	

	
	
	Offers an opinion, synthesis, or analysis (depending on the prompt) backed by relevant examples.

	
	
	

	
	
	Uses accurate vocabulary for the main scientific points.

	
	
	EX:  hypothesis vs. theory; hazard vs. risk.

	 
	 
	 

	Grammar, Mechanics, & Clarity*
	2
	Is coherent and understandable.

	
	
	Is written legibly.

	
	
	Does not exceed one paragraph.

	
	
	Is generally free of misspellings, grammatical mistakes, incorrect punctuation, and incomplete sentences.

	
	
	

	
	
	Refrains from slang or jargon.

	 
	 
	 

	Total
	10
	 


[bookmark: _GoBack]* Please note:  If the response is so incoherent or illegible that it is indecipherable, no points will be given.


Useful Resource
Purdue OWL: Writing Essays for Exams (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/737/01/).  Although geared towards longer exam questions, this site contains useful information on how to quickly structure a written response for in-class prompts.


