ENVH 111 Air Pollution Week
October 18, 20, and 21
Friday Discussion Questions 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Garcia, J. Malcolm. “Toxic Trash: The Burn Pits of Iraq and Afghanistan”. Oxford American 24 August 2011.

1. What are ‘Burn Pits’ and what are the related health effects?

2. The Burn pit article talked about cancer outcomes.  What are some other health outcomes reported to be related to air pollution?

3. How long does it usually take from the time of exposure until cancer becoming clinical evident? What was the time between the soldier’s presumed exposure and detection of cancer?

4. How do the exposures from the burn pits compare to the air pollutants regulated by EPA?

5. Some of the things burned in the burn pits are also incinerated in US cities or municipalities.  Should EPA regulate more compounds based on the information from the burn pit article?  If so, what criteria should EPA use in selecting compounds to regulate?

6. What is ‘The Oxford American’ and who pays for its publication?

7. Who is J. Malcolm Garcia and what is his point of view?

8. How does personalizing the effects of chemical exposures influence your thinking about these exposures?

9. Does the publication funding and author influence your interpretation of the article?
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