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Progress Assessment Exercises

Lesson 2.  Development of Environmental Health Laws

Answer the questions on the following pages. Your responses should be brief, yet contain sufficient depth to demonstrate your understanding of the issues and/or concepts involved.  All progress assessment exercises should be typewritten, well organized and clearly presented. You will be evaluated on the effectiveness and organization of your responses as well as on the substance of the content.  When you have finished, email your answers to the instructor.  You may also send them by US mail to:

Mr. Charles D. Treser

Department of Environmental & Occupational Health Sciences

University of Washington

Campus Box 357234

Seattle, WA 98195-7234

PROGRESS ASSESSMENT EXERCISE No. 2

	Name:
	
	
	Date:
	


1.
There are several accepted ways of classifying law.  The classification scheme often depends upon the point of view or purpose of the person developing or using it.  Since it assumed that you are currently, or are studying to be, a public health practitioner, it is important that you have a basic understanding of the various types of laws with which environmental health practitioners are involved and how they are use.  Define each of following types of law and explain its use in, or importance to, the practice of environmental health.  Use at least one example to illustrate your response. 

	a.
Administrative Law



	b.
Statutory Law



	c.
Constitutional Law



	d.
Common Law




2.
In this lesson we have examined the historical development of the basic legal foundations of our society.  Included has been a discussion of: (a) Common Law; (b) statutory law; and (c) the courts.  Select an environmental health program, with which you are familiar (e.g., comprehensive community rodent control, restaurant inspections, on-site sewage, point-source air pollution control, or industrial hygiene or safety) and describe one role or impact of each of the three systems noted above in or on that program.  Confine your response to a program conducted within a specific agency at the local, state of federal level.  Do not attempt to cover all levels of government.

3.
If, as we have suggested, the law is continually changing, how is it then that "the law" is the major societal instrument for ensuring order in the United States?  In other words, what is the attribute of American law which permits these changes to take place without disrupting society?
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