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Progress Assessment Exercises

Lesson 5.  Information gathering & Management

Answer the questions on the following pages. Your responses should be brief, yet contain sufficient depth to demonstrate your understanding of the issues and/or concepts involved.  All progress assessment exercises should be typewritten, well organized and clearly presented. You will be evaluated on the effectiveness and organization of your responses as well as on the substance of the content.  When you have finished, email your answers to the instructor.  You may also send them by US mail to:

Mr. Charles D. Treser

Department of Environmental & Occupational Health Sciences

University of Washington

Campus Box 357234

Seattle, WA 98195-7234

PROGRESS ASSESSMENT EXERCISE No. 5

	Name:
	
	
	Date:
	


1.
Information which is voluntarily disclosed to an agency is often useful in the investigation of environmental health problems. 

a.
What are some of the legal and practical limitations in gathering and using voluntary information? 

b.
What guarantees of accuracy and coverage do you have regarding information which is voluntarily disclosed? 

c.
Can you use voluntary disclosure techniques to obtain all of the information which you need? 

d.
Is the public becoming more or less willing to disclose information?  Why or why not? 

2.
The power of compulsory disclosure of information is acquired like all other powers of a government agency, through delegation. 

a.
Does the power to require reports, include in it the powers to inspect books, re-cords and premises?  Would it include the power to subpoena witnesses and documents? 

B
Assuming that an agency has been delegated this power, how does the agency determine how and when to use it? 

c.
May an agency require the submission of reports as a condition of licensure, i.e., the requirements for obtaining a license includes agreeing to submit certain reports.  What can an agency do if a licensee fails to provide the required information? 

3.
It is usually considered a felony to falsify a public or quasi-public record.

a.
Why should a person be subjected to a year or more in jail for falsifying a record when a person who fails to keep a similar record is merely charged with a misdemeanor and on conviction receives only a fine or short jail sentence? 

b.
Is it a valid defense for the person who falsifies a record to claim that he did not intend to violate the law, even though he knew that the data was false? 
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