ENVIR 100, Winter 2009

Environmental Studies: Interdisciplinary Foundations
http://courses.washington.edu/envir100
Description: This course introduces you to environmental studies by examining the ethical, political, social, and scientific dimensions of current, past, and likely future environmental issues. As environmental studies students, you must consider changes and complexity “out there” in the real world, and therefore must embrace a profoundly interdisciplinary framework. You will be asked to integrate material from many different academic disciplines and apply those insights and methods to actual problems and situations – at scales from the local to the global.  

You will have an opportunity to discuss, debate, and present ideas through participation in multiple activities, including Town Hall meetings and a poster symposium. Key concepts will be covered in quiz sections and in lectures, many of which will be given by guest experts – top researchers and thinkers in their fields – from around campus and around the country. Your grade will be based on class participation and on performance on exams, papers, and projects.  

This class also serves as the gateway to the Environmental Studies major offered by the UW Program on the Environment (PoE).  For details on how to take advantage of the exciting learning opportunities within PoE – including international and field courses – check out the PoE website or better yet, come see our fabulous advisors Michelle Hall or Joseph Kobayashi for an advising appointment by emailing poeadv@u.washington.edu!

Teaching team: For office hours, check the course website. All office hours are open to everyone, and we are also available by appointment or via email.
Yoram Bauman (environmental economics): yoram@u.washington.edu
Tom Hinckley (forest resources): hinckley@u.washington.edu 

Chelsea Combest-Friedman (marine affairs): combec@u.washington.edu 
Lillis Taylor (China Studies program in the Jackson School): liltay@u.washington.edu 
Brett Walton (Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies program in the Jackson School): bwalton@u.washington.edu 

Readings: All readings will be accessible through the course website. There is no textbook, but you must purchase a Turning Point radio-frequency “clicker” and register it on the course website. (You will also need to spend about $10 on a poster at the end of the quarter.) 

Class website and email list: Announcements and other information will be posted on the course website and sent out to the electronic class list provided by UW. Also on the course website is a UMail link that you can use to send us anonymous feedback.

Screencasts: Classroom Support Services offers lecture screencasts; just follow the links on the course website.
Disabilities: If you would like to request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disabled Student Services, 448 Schmitz, 206-543-8924 (V/TTY). If you have a letter from Disabled Student Services indicating you have a disability that requires academic accommodations, please present the letter to us so we can discuss the accommodations you might need for this class. 
Snow/disasters/etc: You can find out if classes have been cancelled by calling the UW’s 24-hour hotline, 206-547-INFO, or checking MyUW. You can also sign up for UW Alert. 
Grading breakdown

	Lecture (50% of total grade)
	

	Clickers (50% participation, 50% graded)
	7%

	Midterm exam
	20%

	Final exam (cumulative)
	23%

	Quiz section (50% of total grade)

	Quiz section participation
	5%

	Outside seminars
	2%

	Wikipedia project
	3%

	Town Hall op-ed
	10%

	Town Hall oral presentation
	5%

	Symposium – individual report
	15%

	Symposium – team poster
	10%

	Total
	100%


Note: If you’re expecting a cakewalk please reconsider. This is a 100-level class, but that refers to the lack of pre-requisites, not to the level of difficulty of the class. This class is worth 5 credits, meaning approximately 15 hours of work each week: 3 hours of lecture, 2 hours of quiz section, and 10 hours of readings and assignments.

Clickers: We will evaluate whether you’ve done the readings and whether you’re paying attention in class using Turning Point radio-frequency “clickers” that you can purchase at the bookstore or from another student (e.g., on Uloop.com). You must register your clicker online and bring your clicker to class in order to get credit. Participation will be worth 50% of your clicker grade, with correct answers making up the rest. Inappropriate clicking (e.g., bringing a friend’s clicker to class) will be considered academic dishonesty and punished to the fullest extent of the law.
Midterm and final: These will cover material from lecture, quiz sections, and readings. The final exam is cumulative.
Quiz section participation: The quiz sections will be used to explore certain topics in greater depth.  Some sections will be labs, some will be discussions, some will be designated work days for your group projects. Grading for the quiz sections is based on active participation.  

Outside seminar: You must attend a seminar outside of class that is relevant to environmental studies and write up a 1-2 page double-spaced discussion paper. Details are on the course website. 
Wikipedia assignment: You must add a cited contribution to Wikipedia that is relevant to environmental studies. Details are on the course website. Have fun with this!

Town Hall assignment: Discussed in more detail on the course website, this involves being a “citizen” in one Town Hall meeting and being a “stakeholder” in another, advocating for your position on an issue related to climate change both in writing (in a newspaper-style op-ed piece) and orally. 

Memo/poster assignment: Discussed in more detail on the course website, this involves a team project (creating a poster on a topic not directly related to climate change and presenting it during the last week of class) and a related individual writing assignment. 

Academic dishonesty: Cheating will be dealt with in accordance with University policy. This whole UW webpage is worth a read, but here’s an important excerpt: 

One of the most common forms of cheating is plagiarism, using another's words or ideas without proper citation. [This includes]:

   1. Using another writer's words without proper citation…

   2. Using another writer's ideas without proper citation… 

   3. Citing your source but reproducing the exact words of a printed source without quotation marks…

   4. Borrowing the structure of another author's phrases or sentences without crediting the author from whom it came…

   5. Borrowing all or part of another student's paper or using someone else's outline to write your own paper.

   6. Using a paper writing "service" or having a friend write the paper... 

Course Outline (Tentative; for updates, see the course website)
Lecture is MWF 12:30-1:20 in MGH 389
Week 1 – Introduction (starting Monday Jan 5, 2009)
M
Introduction, syllabus, etc. (Tom Hinckley) 
T/Th 
Quiz section #1: Scientific method

W
Science of climate change (Yoram Bauman)
F
Guest lecture from Sunny Remington on ocean acidification 

Week 2 – Scientific (starting Monday Jan 12, 2009)

M
Overview of environmental issues (Tom Hinckley) 
T/Th 
Quiz section #2: UBNA (Backup: Humans and cycles)

W
Biogeochemical cycles I (Tom Hinckley)
F
Biogeochemical cycles II (Tom Hinckley)
Week 3 – Scientific and Social (starting Monday Jan 19, 2009)

M
No class (MLK Jr. Day)
T/Th 
Quiz section #3: Tragedy of the Commons. Poster proposals due. 
W
Economics I (Yoram Bauman)
F
Economics II (Yoram Bauman)

Week 4 – Ethical (starting Monday Jan 26, 2009)
M
Economics III (Yoram Bauman)
T/Th 
Quiz section #4: Town Hall #1. Op-eds are due in class.

W
Steven Gardiner on environmental ethics  
F
Cost-benefit analysis (Yoram Bauman) 
Week 5 –Population dynamics (starting Monday Feb 2, 2009)

M
Ecology and population dynamics (Tom Hinckley) 
T/Th 
Quiz section #5: Town Hall #2. Op-eds are due in class. Outside seminar due.
W
Human population, IPAT, climate change (Tom and Yoram)
F
TBD 
Week 6 –Resources (starting Monday Feb 9, 2009) 

M
Plants and MEA (Tom Hinckley) 
T/Th 
Quiz section #6: Library workshop. Wikipedia assignment due.   

W
Midterm exam (tentative) on material through week 5 
F
Guest lecture from David Battisti

Week 7 – Resources II (starting Monday Feb 16, 2009)

M
No class (Presidents Day)
T/Th 
Quiz section #7: Jason’s exercise, discussion of plagiarism. Resources, pollution, and poster prep. Paragraph on memo and poster.
W
Guest lecture from Dan Morgan (UW geologist) on petroleum.
F
Tom Hinckley, Yoram Bauman, and Dan Morgan (UW geologist) on fossil fuels and alternative energy. 
Week 8 –Pollution (starting Monday Feb 23, 2009) 

M
Air pollution (Tom Hinckley) 
T/Th 
Quiz section #8: Memo due. (Bring copies for groupmates)
W
Guest lecture from Dan Jaffe on global air pollution.

F
Pollution taxes and “cap-and-trade” permits (Yoram Bauman). 
Week 9 –Conservation Biology (starting Monday Mar 2, 2009) 

M
 Life on Earth (Jason Scullion)
T/Th
Poster prep and Burke coffee exhibit. Poster draft due. 
W
Principles of conservation biology (Tom Hinckley)
F
Guest lecture from Dee Boersma (tentative).
Week 10 – Conclusion and poster symposium (starting Monday Mar 9, 2009) 

M
Poster symposium #1. Meet in MGH foyer.
T/Th 
Quiz section #10: Conclusion and final exam review. Course evaluations. 
W
Poster symposium #2. Meet in MGH foyer.
F
Synthesis and next steps. Course evaluations.
Final Exam (comprehensive) – Thursday, March 19, 8:30-10:20 
PS. This course is the first in a three-course sequence required of Environmental Studies majors. The next page lists the learning objectives for this major. 

Environmental Studies Student Learning Objectives

The Environmental Studies major at the University of Washington offers a rigorous, interdisciplinary, experiential curriculum designed to prepare future environmental leaders to respond to bioregional and global environmental opportunities and challenges. It seeks to take full advantage of the extraordinary environmental research at UW, and make that social, scientific, humanistic, and professional expertise accessible to students in innovative ways.

Students completing the B.A. in Environmental Studies will be able to:

1. Earth Systems Knowledge: Understand the structure, function, and integration of the Earth and its inhabitants and its four major spheres: land, water, living things, and air. 

2. Interdisciplinary Approach: Use an interdisciplinary approach to the study of the environment, knowledgeably integrating multiple kinds of information, tools, methods, and scholarship from a variety of disciplines to analyze and construct arguments about complex environmental issues. 

3. Experiential Learning: Understand the connections between classroom and experiential learning and successfully practice multiple forms of hands-on, real-world applications.
4. Communication: Demonstrate proficiency in multiple modes of communication (writing for different audiences and purposes and using a range of disciplinary norms, oral presentations and public speaking, online publishing, and the visual display of environmental information).
5. Public Policy & Decision-Making: Understand how uncertainty, risk, law, politics, ethics, economics and culture interact with environmental public policy and decision-making.

6. Teamwork: Collaborate as members of teams, effectively working with multiple stakeholders from various backgrounds to address environmental issues.

7. History of Environmental Inquiry: Understand and reflect critically on the intellectual and cultural history of environmental studies including the history of environmental preservation and conservation.

8. Temporal Scales: Understand various temporal scales inherent in environmental studies and situate themselves on the continuum of geologic time, evolutionary history, human environmental history, and decision-making for future generations.
9. Spatial Scales: Understand various spatial scales inherent in environmental studies, spanning the continuum from the local/bioregional to the international/global.

10. Diversity: Understand how environmental perspectives, policies, and decisions are related to issues of diversity, privilege, and power.

11. Technical Knowledge:  Be familiar with some of the technological tools commonly used to address environmental challenges.
12. Professional Development: Understand how their education will serve them as environmental professionals.
