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Creating and Extending Resource Conservation in Fraternities and Sororities

While the City of Seattle about half of its waste stream, the level of recycling in the UW Greek system is much, much lower. Currently there are 29 fraternity houses and 16 sororities at the UW, and very few of them recycle materials other than cardboard. Combating this problem, I began promoting recycling in my fraternity house, Delta Tau Delta. With a blend of proper recycling containers, attractive signs, a recycling education program and weekly progress reports my house recycles cardboard, plastic, glass and cans. We have attained a recycling rate of about 35%, far better then most fraternities and sororities. Since recycling is free in Seattle, we have cut 30% off our garbage bill, saving us $293.35 a month. In addition, I’ve replaced all incandescent light bulbs with fluorescent bulbs. I replaced our old showerheads, which emitted on average 3-4 gallons per minute, with new showerheads that only emit 1.7 gallons per minute. 

To insure future resource conservation at my house I’m currently training our first Conservation Chairman, Vishesh Shankar. Vishesh will be responsible for continuing our house’s conservation and recycling program, and staying creative to figure out new ways for our house to be more environmentally friendly. Also, he will be a member of Greener Greeks, a student -run organization responsible for promoting resource conservation in the Greek System. Because of my fraternity’s success, Greener Greeks will use my house as a model for resource conservation.

