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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is an extremely diverse governmental agency enforcing a multitude of laws and statutes at the national and regional level. I specifically worked with the Environmental Cleanup Units and the Risk Assessment Office which are responsible for providing building cases linking businesses and individuals to polluted sites across the region. During my time at the Region 10 EPA office in downtown Seattle, I worked to search for Possible Responsible Parties (PRPs) who had or are polluting the Lower Duwamish Waterway (LDW) because in 2001, the last 6 miles, the most intensely industrialized section of the waterway, was listed as a Superfund site under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, Liability Act (CERCLA). Since 2001, media and other sources have criticized EPA’s efforts claiming them as slow and inefficient. As an intern, my duties and work gave me a glimpse of the issues with the agency and of feasible solutions.  


My duties as an intern ranged from reviewing information sent from the EPA’s partner in the LDW, the Washington State Department of Ecology, to writing supplemental letters for Request for Information Letters sent out to PRPs, to summarizing responses to these Requests for Information. I produced reviews of Ecology Reports, summaries of information regarding responses to Request letters, and a Supplemental Request letter. After experiencing the diverse and demanding work of EPA employees, it became apparent that the difficulties with enforcing CERCLA stemmed from the disorder in the internal structures of the EPA, underfunded, understaffed areas, and over worked offices, and the complexity of CERCLA itself. If these problems are corrected, then EPA will be more efficient in policy enforcement and the work for the PRP search and other projects will meet standards set by the government and the public.

