Heather Java

Environmental Justice within EPA Region 10


 Environmental Justice Issues are traditionally identified by grassroots community organizations, however, due to Executive Order 12898, potential EJ issues must be redressed by the EPA.   Currently, the Inspector General acknowledges that the EJ program within the EPA is not successful.  This failure of EPA EJ is due to a lack of coherent language, identifiable goals, and procedural congruence between regions.  In 2007, the Office of Environmental Justice in region 10 was disassembled and restructured, integrating staff and responsibilities into other offices within the region.  This restructuring, initiated by budgetary cutbacks, caused huge workload burdens and increased staff tensions in Region 10.   

During my work with the EPA,  I critiqued a new ‘tool’, EJSEATS, which seeks to identify potential areas of EJ concern using GIS technology and incorporating traditional factors of race and income with 16 additional factors.  My initial critique was commended by the National Director of EJ in Washington DC.  Shortly thereafter I was drafted into the EJSEAT Testing Committee, in which I evaluate the real world feasibility of the tool as it relates to current National Priority EJ Projects.  In addition, I formulated GIS and EJSEAT maps identifying the locations of polluting auto body shops as compared to the location of vulnerable communities.  The EJSEATS Testing Committee will use these maps to access the validity of EJSEATS.  

Another project I am involved with is the Region 10 EJ Grant Success Stories.  This booklet’s purpose is to highlight successes of Environmental Justice, identifiable to the local community, as well as the Inspector General.  My work includes contacting grantees, conducting interviews, formal write-ups, and editing.  This work is highly important to prove the viability of continued funding for the EJ Program.  

In conclusion, my work with the EPA is critical to my larger understanding of the conflicts of fulfilling a function of public process normally transpiring at a grassroots level, within a federal agency.  It is critical that EJ within the EPA, functions as set forth by Executive order 12898.   

