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Wildlife Rehabilitation in the Pacific Northwest:

Building Connections between Humans and Wildlife

William Cronon, a prominent environmental historian, argues that humans need to rethink our relationship with nature before we can begin to repair it. He states, “If wilderness can stop being (just) out there and start being (also) in here, if it can start being as humane as it is natural, then perhaps we can get on with the unending task of struggling to live rightly in the world not just in the garden, not just in the wilderness but in the home that encompasses them both.” This call to arms embodies not only the sentiment behind my project but also the mission of the organization I worked for, Sarvey Wildlife Rehabilitation Center. Sarvey was founded in the 1980’s in order to facilitate the care and rehabilitation of injured/ill wildlife. It is Sarvey’s goal to not only provide care for injured wildlife, but to connect humans with wildlife in a way that inspires a sense of stewardship. Sarvey’s rehabilitation and educational efforts represent an attempt to reform the relationship between humans and wildlife in the way Cronon calls for. By working to educate the public they are connecting people and the animals. By far most of the animals that enter Sarvey are brought in by concerned citizens. It is people like this who give us the best hope at tackling the problems our globe faces. 

While at Sarvey I expanded my knowledge of veterinary medicine by assisting with the medical care of various birds and mammals. Additionally I helped with the daily care of resident, non-releasable, animals and maintenance of the facility.  While there I discussed the issues the Center deals with on a day-to-day basis and ways their efforts could be more affective. The number of animals treated at Sarvey each year is increasing. This increase can be directly attributed to human development. This rapid development has also put a strain on the centers funds leaving the future of the center in question. Outside my work at Sarvey I researched funding opportunities, and visited other rehabilitation facilities to gain their perspective. One issue I examined was what aspects of human development cause the most harm to wildlife. Over all most injuries we caused by car strikes and domestic pets.  I found the types of medical needs or wildlife to be very similar to the care domestic pets receive though much more restricted by a lack of funding. 
