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I worked with the Seattle Department of Transportation on their Pedestrian Master Plan (PMP) project.  The PMP’s goals include increasing the number of people walking, reducing pedestrian accidents, and involving the community with pedestrian solutions.  My work focused on engaging stakeholders and developing events for community outreach.  I worked specifically on neighborhood walks geared towards senior citizens.  I coordinated meetings with Seattle Housing Authority representatives and seniors and developed GIS maps of the neighborhoods to facilitate these walks.  The PMP addresses environmental degradation because walking is a cleaner form of transportation compared to automobiles.  Cars produce road runoff, fumes, and use space.  Cars also hurt the community by endangering pedestrians and monopolizing space that could be used by walkers.  By facilitating pedestrian transportation instead of single occupant vehicles, we can prevent pollutants going into the water and air.  Switching to pedestrian transportation also reduces CO2 output, decreasing the effects of climate change.  On a neighborhood level, walking fuels a greater appreciation of urban forests and wildlife through the walking tours.  The PMP’s neighborhood walks could lead to grassroots efforts of preservation and mitigation.  

