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For my  senior capstone project in Environmental Studies, I worked with EPA Region 10 Office of Air, Waste and Toxics, Federal Delegated Air Programs Unit to help develop and plan the Air Toxics Summit scheduled for August 2008. The internship involved developing the technical program for the conference, working with session and committee chairs, recruiting speakers, reviewing abstracts, and compiling an Air Toxics Summit planning guidebook for use by future planning committees. 

The Air Toxics Summit is a biennial conference aimed at bringing together federal, state, provincial, local and tribal air quality professionals with their community and academic partners to share solutions to air toxics challenges throughout the Western United States. Objectives include sharing challenges and solutions to air toxics problems in local communities; learning about new tools, new technologies, and new approaches for assessing and reducing risk related to air toxics; and exploring areas of growing concern to the air toxics community, including health risks, mercury issues, wood smoke, climate change, environmental justice, diesel and bio-fuels, and indoor air issues like radon.

The main product of my work with the EPA was the Air Toxics Summit Planning Guide, written, edited, and adapted by myself with the help of the Summit design team. This planning guide will be valuable not only to future Region 10 Summit planning committees, but other regions as well as other agencies. Planning a successful conference is a complicated and deeply involved process that requires organization, timing, and great attention to detail. My hope is that my efforts in writing this guide will be useful to future generations of Summit design teams and will help promote the success and relevance of the Air Toxics Summit in years to come. 
