Road Rage: The Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seattle Waterfront Controversy

Scenes from a One-Man Play by Spencer Thomas

This is a pivotal time for the Seattle waterfront. Since the late 20th century the waterfront has undergone a slow shift from an industrial hub to a tourist attraction.  The 2001 Nisqually earthquake cracked the waterfront's seawall and the Alaskan Way viaduct, leading many safety experts to predict that the seawall and viaduct would collapse during the next earthquake.  In 2007, the citizens of Seattle voted to reject both an elevated and underground replacement to the current Alaskan Way viaduct.  Ensuing from the lack of clear direction is a controversy over what the waterfront's identity should be.  At stake is the paradigm of Seattle's urban and transportation planning. Based on extensive historical research and interviews with stakeholders on this controversy, including politicians, activists, transportation planners, city planners, reporters, business owners, and community members, I have composed a one-man play that explores the numerous opinions, organizations, and personalities that are shaping not only the future of the Seattle waterfront, but moreover the values by which we make important environmental decisions.   

                        

 

 

 

 

