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Nine Reasons Why: Giving Homeowners Nine Good Reasons to Choose Green Building Materials and Home Furnishings
Many homeowners are not well informed of the dangers and consequences of using particular traditional building materials and furnishings in their homes. For my Capstone Project, I explored the effects of interior design and remodeling choices on occupant health, environmental sustainability and economic viability. I gathered information from a variety of government agencies, non-profits, third-party certifiers, and private companies, focusing my inquiries on insulation, flooring, wall color, cabinetry, and countertops. For each of these building materials and furnishings, I investigated the impacts of their production, transportation, installation, use, and disposal, and then compared companies that claim to be offering greener alternatives. In collaboration with Alicia Silva, owner and founder of Synergy Design Studio, a Seattle-area green interior design firm, I wrote of a series of informational pamphlets titled “Nine Reasons Why” that cite specific, measurable, close-to-home reasons why consumers must demand “greener” products.  In these pamphlets, I argue that consumers must factor in the negative externalities when they exert their buying power and consider that investing in greener products now is in fact much less costly than traditional products to individuals and societies in the long run. 

