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The Pacific Northwest Economic Region:

A Regional Forum on Climate Change


The Pacific Northwest Economic Region (PNWER) is a public/private funded non-profit organization owned by both Canada and the United States.  As an intern working on environment and sustainable development working groups, my first task was planning a regional climate change conference that took place in Whistler, BC on November 16.  I invited many speakers, and planned agendas for the conference.  I was partly responsible for designing breakout sessions that were to yield future PNWER objectives and initiatives.  A highlight from the conference was helping two politically disagreeing representatives from British Columbia and Alberta put together a joint presentation on climate change mitigation.


 My second focus with PNWER was on the development of a sustainability showcase for the 2010 Olympic Games in Vancouver, BC.  I made several trips to Vancouver to participate in stakeholder meetings.  At the meetings, I took notes, which I then formatted and sent to the entire stakeholder committee.  At one of the meetings, I spoke on behalf of Matt Morrison, PNWER’s executive director.  Currently PNWER is in the process of merging its showcase with the Cascadia Commons, a Seattle environmental non profit.  Currently, I am working on this joint project, and responsible for inviting speakers on all environment sessions for PNWER’s summer conference in Vancouver, BC on July 20-24, 2008.  My capstone is rather significant because of the amount of attention my projects will receive and the number people they will reach.  The conferences are attended by nearly a thousand major partners in our region, and provide a forum for these partners to come to collective decisions.  In addition, the sustainability showcase project will have the leverage of the 2010 Olympic Games, and will showcase our region and its sustainability practices to the world.

