SDHRM

Homework 1 

Conceptual Model

Pick a research topic related to a social determinant of health. Think about all the important contributing factors and create a conceptual model to graphically represent the associations and effects you are interested in studying. The model should be parsimonious and precise but should be more than a causal diagram. Be sure to consider the levels of analysis involved, the unit of analysis (stick to a single unit for this exercise), and any important temporal or spatial issues (5.0 points).  

Once the conceptual model is laid out, write a hypothesis that corresponds to the pathway you are interested in testing in the model (2.5 points). Present a clear written hypothesis that covers the following points: 
· Unit of analysis

· Exposure

· Outcome

· Temporal association between exposure and outcome

· Important covariates and their relationship to the exposure and the outcome

Once the hypothesis has been developed, go back to the conceptual model to make sure all components are included. The model and hypothesis should all fit on a single-sided 8.5” x 11” page.
Submit a copy of the model and the hypothesis to the instructors by e-mail by 17h00 (5:00 pm) on Monday, January 12. At the end of the Tuesday’s class, we will be discussing and critiquing 2 or more of the models submitted by the students and selected by the instructors. Please be prepared to answer questions about your model if yours is chosen.
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