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What is a “case”?

Some of you may not be familiar with the case method. A case is essentially a story or a brief account of an event or issue. Like any story, cases often present a conflict, typically the tension between alternative courses of action that bring different viewpoints, interests, and values into contention and that must be resolved by a decision. In terms of defining, analyzing, or resolving it, the problem offers complexity, having no single correct answer, but still demanding a response. Cases allow us to actively explore complex topics, and require active preparation and participation by all class members. 
What do I need to do before class on Feb 6th?

1. Read the case “Selecting Approaches for Development of the Communal Lands in Zimbabwe.”  Review the case again before class. 
2. Be prepared to discuss the following questions in class on Feb. 13th:

· Why do you think the different approaches were suggested?

· Given the approaches that were suggested, what are some important dimensions of social sustainability in this case?

· There is only enough funding to implement 2 projects. Which 2 should be implemented and why?

